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LOCALLAW _3 -2012

A LOCAL LAW PROHIBITING THE ACCEPTANCE OF WASTEWATER
PRODUCED BY HYDRAULIC FRACTURING BY SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES
LOCATED IN, OWNED AND/OR OPERATED IN OR BY NASSAU COUNTY.,
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Voting: ayes: 15, nayes: 0, abstained: 0

Became a law on April 23, 2012 with the approval of the

County Executive.
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BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:
Section 1. Short Title

This law shall be known as the “Law Against Fracking Wastewater at Sewage Treatment

Plants” and shall appear in the Miscellaneous Laws of Nassau County as Title 78.

§ 2.  Legislative Intent.

This Legislature finds that hydraulic fracturing is a mining technique used to extract

fossil fuels that have collected in layers of porous rock.
This Legislature further finds that hydraulic fracturing, commonly known as

“hydrofracking,” involves the injection of fracturing fluids through a well into a rock formation

1



at a force exceeding the parting pressure of the rock, which causes fractures in the rock through
which oil and natural gas can be released and captured for further processing and use.

This Legislature further finds that fracturing fluids are comprised of water and chemical
additives, including, but not limited to, biocides, surfactants, viscosity-modifiers and emulsifiers,
which vary in toxicity and include known carcinogens.

This Legislature further finds that once hydraulic fracturing has been completed at a well
site, the fluids used fo fracture the rock, commonly referred to as flowback water, return to the
surface.

This Legislature further finds that the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation identified four sewage treatment plants in Nassau County as facilities capable of
handling flowback water or other wastewater from hydraulic fracturing activities.

This Legislature further finds that tertiary wastewater treatment facilities treat water to
remove nitrogen, phosphorous, and carbons, but do not treat for all of the chemicals in fracturing
fluid and flowback water.

This Legislature further finds that Nassau County’s wastewater treatment facilities
discharge treated water into waterways which feed into Long Island’s solé source aquifer.

This Legislature further finds that it is not in the best interests of Nassau County or its
residents to accept toxic byproducts of hydraulic fracturing into Nassau County sewage treatment
facilities for processing.

Therefore, the primary purpose of this local law is to prohibit the acceptance of
wastewater produced by hydraulic fracturing by sewage treatment facilities located in, owned

and/or operated in or by Nassau County,



§ 3.  Prohibition.

No sewage treatment facility located in, owned, and/or operated in or by Nassau County
shall accept or treat flowback water or any other wastewater resulting from hydraulic fracturing
activities.

§4.  Severability.,

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this local law or the
application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity or
circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder
thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to tl‘le clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this law or in its application to the person, individual, corporation, firm,
partnership entity or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which order or
judgment shall be rendered.

8§ 5. SEORA Determination.

It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality
Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L., section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6
N.Y.CR.R.,, and Section 1611 of the County Government Law of Nassau County, that the
adoption of this local law is a “Type 1I” Action within the meaning of Section 617.5(c)(20) and
(27) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R.,, and, accordingly, is of a class of actions which do not have a significant

effect on the environment; and no further review is required.

§ _6. Effective Date.

This local law shall take effect immediately. APPR Q V E @

County Executim
3 DATE ‘{/23/1).




