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BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau as follows:

Section 1. Legislative Intent, 7 A -

Many recent nnew:s reports have brought to light the inisuse“:of ourréntly legal herbif )
like products that contain or are otherwise laced with one or more synthetic cannabinoids,
which are marketed as incense or potpourri, and smoked by individuals, including teens,
as a proxy or substitute for marijuana. These products produce a marijuana-like high in
addition to dangerous side effects including hallucinations, vormiting, agitation, increased
heart rate, elevated blood pressure and other ushealthful conditions.

Incidences of emergency room visits linked to the smoking or ingestion synthetic
cannabinoids have increased steadily over the past three years. Immediate action is

required to halt the spread and availability of these products before it reaches epidemic
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proportions. The deaths of several teenagers across the country are linked to the smoking
or ingestioh of products contéining synthetic cannabinoids.

In 2011, the Uﬁited States Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) issued an
emergéncy one yeaf ban on five synthetic cannabinoids, which was extended on March 1,
2012, For an sadditional six amonths, Thissban:has ithe effect of teeating the synthstic

oot s s ST el ithe T dmys s der Fedendidaw Sohodutel wlgs arcsstibstances
with a high potential for abuse; no cutrently accepted medical use in treatment in the
United States, and a lack of accepted safety for the use of the drug under medical
supervision.

This legislature finds and determines that, in the event that this ban is not further
extended or codified into federal or state law, Nassau County residents must still be
protected from the dangers of synthetic cannabinoids. This Legislature further finds that
the most effective way to proteet Nassau County residents from the danger of synthetic

cannabinoids is to prohibit the sale or distribution of those products w1thm the Couniy

Finally, this LegISlature finds that, because the DEA’s emergency ban only covers: i
five synthetic- cannabmmds and that beeause chemical- compeunds can be. modlﬁed o
produce similar effects while attempting to avoid a prohibition based on precise chemical
composition, this legislation is necessary to prevent the use of all harmful sy-nthetic 7
caﬁnabinoids \ifvithin Nassau Countjn . - T

Section 2. A new Title 78 is hereby added to the Miscellaneous Laws of Nassau
County as follows:

TITLE 78 — PROHIBITION OF THE SALE OF SYNTHETIC
CANNABINOIDS IN NASSAU COUNTY

i “As used T “this mle synthetw cammabinoids” meais any chemlcal
compound which reacts with cannabinoid receptors and has been permanently or
temporarily placed on the federal Schedule of Controlled Substances, Schedule 1, as
codified at 21 C.F.R. 1308.11, or any other chemical compound which reacts with
cannabinoid receptors which has not otherwise been approved or regulated for use by the
United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

2. No person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, limited liability

company, or any other entity, or agent or employee thereof, shall, in any manner, or by
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any means, offer for sale, charge any fee for, or otherwise distribute a product which
contains one or more synthetic cannabinoids within Nassau County.

3. Any person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, limited liability
company or other entity, or agent or employee thereof that knowingly violates the

.provisioms of:this eet by selling-or wifering 2o well, whavge samy-fioe for, wr ethersvise

¢ St ilte - ey rprotuct swilich eontains sasimfhetic woanndbingid; sshdll dbe agdilty ot en

unclassified misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to one year's
: rimprisonment.

4, Nothing in this title shall apply to any product or chemical compound
approved or regulated by the United States Food and Drug Administration,

5. This title shall be null and void in the event that statewide or federal
legislation is enacted which incorporates either the same or substantially similar
provisions as are contained in this title or in the event that a pertinent state or federal
administrative agency ‘issues and promulgates regulations preemptmg the actlon taken_

~herein by the County '4;-:;_;7 a;i;‘-,'s.;a:;:; '. 1 - '
6. . -.In the event of.ary: renumbermg of .the atlﬂﬁs contamed W1th1n the
Miscellaneous Laws of Nassau County by the County Attorney’s Office or any other

agency of government no further ieglslatwe action shall be necessa,ly to mamtam the_

effectiveness of this tiﬂe notwﬂhsiandmg section 5 herein,

Section 3. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section,
ot part of this law or the application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm,
partnership, entity, -or circomstance shall. be adjudged by iany court of .competent .
“urisdiction to be invalid ot unconstitutional, such order or jﬁdgmen"c shall not affect,
impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this law, or in its application
to the person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance directly

involved in the controversy in which such order or judgment shall be rendered.

Section 4. It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State
Environmental Quality Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. section 0101 et seq. and 1ts
implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6 N.Y.C.R.R,, and Section 1611 of the County
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Government Law of Nassau County, that the adoption of this local law is a “Type II”
Action within the meaning of Section 617.5 of 6 N.Y.C.R.R., and, accordingly, is of a

class of actions which do not have a significant effect on the environment; and no further

review is required.
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