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LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Legislator
Gaylor would you lead us i1n the pledge.

(Whereupon Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.)

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you
Legislator Gaylor.

Each month, ladies and gentlemen,
the Nassau County Legislature recognizes
members of the Nassau County Police Department
and this month is no different. So, we are
privileged today to honor two members of the
police department®s marine bureau. 1"m going
to ask -- where i1s the PBA president? -- to
please come up and iIntroduce the two
honorees. And I believe Is the commissioner
iIs here as well? 1 will join you and | see
the two gentlemen who are being recognized
today. Mr. McDermott.

MR. MCDERMOTT: Good afternoon.
We are here today to recognize the good work
done by police officers Joseph Weller and
Timothy Waterbury, both from the marine
bureau.

On June 9th at approximately 10:30
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p-m. while on routine patrol in the Long
Island Sound officers Weller and Waterbury
received a radio assignment for the area of
Center Island Beach. 911 operators received
several calls that three fishermen somehow
capsized their 14 foot canoe and were clinging
to the overturned craft in frigid waters and
strong currents.

Within minutes Marine Two was on
the scene fighting darkness and currents.
Officer Weller was captaining the vehicle and
he was maneuvering around a treacherous rock
jetty i1n order for officer Waterbury to be
able to pull the three victims out of the
water and to safety. Once they got them on
board the victims were transported to the
hospital and were treated for hypothermia.

The police officer marine two
performed heroically. They responded quickly
to the scene and took immediate action, and
because of their training and experience saved
three men®s lives and we are proud to honor
them as legislative top cops. Thank you.

I just want to take this moment in
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time to speak about things like NIFA reports
where they decide that we can cut things and
one of the things i1s the marine bureau was
mentioned. This Is just one water rescue that
happens. 1t was brought to light because of
the treacherousness of the area In which they
were responding. They do this all the time
and 1t just doesn®"t make i1t to print, doesn"t
make 1t to the media. | want everyone here to
know that is what these guys do, and to lose
something like the marine bureau because of a
report is ridiculous. We live on an island.
We have water on both shores. |1 don"t want to
make 1t all about a NIFA report, but this is
what these guys do and I want to say thank you
guys for your great work. And thank you very
much for honoring out guys once again.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:

Commissioner Ryder.

COMMISSIONER RYDER: Thank you
for taking the time out of your schedule today
to honor our cops. As we were walking up you
called where am 1 and Joe Weller pushes me

into the inside. 1 said "Joe, they“re not
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here to honor me, they"re here to honor you."
And then he ends 1t with thank you. Our men
and women that serve this county are very
humble. They go out and do their jobs just
like everybody else does every single day.
Sometimes we take some beatings iIn the media,
but the men and women go out there and take
care of the 1.3 million people of this county
and they do i1t as professionals and they do it
with gratitude and are thankful for the
support they get from this board. Because I
tell them without the support from this board
we get nothing done.

I1*d first like to say thank you for
that support. Thank both of these two men for
the courageous work that they"ve done and
hopefully they will be with us for a long time
and continue to do more of that service for
the people of Nassau County. Thank you.

MR. WATERBURY: On behalf of
officer Weller and myself I would like to
thank the legislature, the PBA and the
department for this acknowledgment. Thank

you.
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LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: I1°m
assuming you“"re Timothy then. And Joseph
would you like to say anything?

MR. WELLER: I also want to thank
everybody. 1 believe our unit does a very
good job and 1t"s nice to be acknowledged
every so often. 1It"s a nice feeling because
our guys in our unit do a real good job. Is
there a lot of down time? Yeah. But when it
hits the fan they come alive and they do a
very good job and the public sees 1t and we
need to be out there. 1 think we need more
guys on patrol for the waterways.

Also education. A lot of public
needs to be educated. Safety courses. The
less things happen out there they"re a little
sharper unless issues will occur. But thank
you and thank you so much.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you
Joseph. Thank you Timothy. And thank you
commissioner and thank you Jim. Now it"s
picture taking time. So I guess -- Legislator
MacKenzie has something to say.

LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE: I wanted
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to join everyone in thanking the officers for
what they did. 1 represent the area of Oyster
Bay and the surrounding communities and grew
up there. And the waterways up there are
constantly active between clammers and
oystermen who work late Into the year. We
have many high schools and private groups that
have rowing organizations within the bay,
beyond the people who also are just there
casually fishing and rowing and many people
are there throughout the year. When they see
the weather like a day like today how
beautiful i1t 1s outside they may not realize
how cold the water is. And the fact that even
though 1t"s 80 in the air the water i1s much
colder and they can fall 1n and fall victim to
hypothermia very quickly. And without the
officers quick actions this could have turned
into a tragedy, and we"ve had those i1n the
past and we recognize the importance of what
you guys do every day and we thank you for
it. |1 think everyone here joins me it that
thank you.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: On behalf
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of the Nassau County Legislature we have
citations for both of the officers. Now I™m
going to ask the officers to join us here for
a photo opportunity.

Ladies and gentlemen, before we go
into the points of personal privilege 1™m
going to ask my colleagues -- I don"t have
your attention -- thank you -- 1"m going to
ask my colleagues to join me with another
moment of silence for Craig Craft. We did
recognize his passing during the committee
sessions but 1 think since we are all here now
it would be a good thing that we all join in
this moment of silence for Craig Craft.

Thank you very much.

I have a point of personal
privilege which 1 think all of us here on this
body will share wholeheartedly in this point
of personal privilege. The individual that we
are going to be recognizing today is John
Anthony Priest. John Anthony i1s a 23 year old
resident of East Meadow. He"s a graduate of
East Meadow High School and a very active

member of the East Meadow Fire Department.
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John Anthony i1s employed by Nassau County as a
mechanic iIn the DPW Fleet Service Bureau.

On April 10, 2012 John Anthony, his
sister Jamie and their parents, John and
Barbara, suffered the sudden and devastating
death of their brother and son Robert, who I
also knew. Robert lost his life to a heroin
overdose. While coping with a loss such as
this 1s difficult and will always be
difficult, John Anthony has tried to make
something positive to come out of 1t. On his
own initiative he met with the administration
of his former high school, and after some
negotiation, he was able to arrange to return
to the high school to do a presentation on the
dangers of heroin.

In the last three years, twice a
year, John takes off from work with the county
and spends two full days at East Meadow High
School where he meets with every health
education class and shares the story of his
brother®s death, teaches about the dangers of
heroin and how heroin becomes so addictive.

And even one time experimenting with heroin
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will be enough to cause someone his or her
life. John Anthony feels that a person his
age can better present this message to Kids
who are basically the same age.

Over the past three years his
presentation has been given very high praise
by the teachers and administration of East
Meadow High School and we"re sure that his
work has had a positive, tremendous affect on
the youth of our community.

I would like to present to you,
John Anthony Priest, and his dad John Priest,
to receive a citation and to share some of his
inner thoughts with us. And I remember the
day when his brother Robert overdosed.

MR. J. PRIEST: Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen 1 would like to thank you
for this recognition. It means a lot to me.

I would like to thank my parents, my sister.
Without their support it"s impossible. Also
the East Meadow School District for allowing
me to present and talk to the students. |
feel 1t 1mpacted them very much and I hope i1t

did.
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LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: I know i1t
did and 1t will continue to make an Impact.
Sometimes they need to talk to people close to
their own age and they tend to listen. |
remember the day when your brother did
overdose, and unfortunately, experimentation
did not work well for him and this i1s what we
have to say to our young people.

I remember in 2012 -- and ex-chief
of the East Meadow Fire Department please join
John Anthony. 1 remember when Chief Priest at
that time talked to me about the loss of his
son. | said we"re not going to let this go
unless we do something. Something that will
certainly help maybe not alleviate the problem
but at least to lessen the problem. 1 think
Chief you remember that conversation.

MR. PRIEST: I remember 1t will.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: It"s
something that 1 think a promise was made and
a promise was kept. Am I correct?

MR. PRIEST: 1"d like to think
SO.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Now, 1
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have them on pins and needles. What promise
was made? John, do you want to share 1t?

MR. PRIEST: We promised we would
find a way of fighting through this and
finding a way of educating the people not only
of this community. Obviously my wife Barbara
and our family are proud of John. And you all
know that 1 work with the county®s program
with some very, very dedicated volunteers on
the Narcan training. John works in the
training hopefully with prevention. And I
know and you all know that there are going to
be changes come January. 1It"s part of life.
But we"ve received support from both sides and
strong support from both sides of the aisle
for the heroin, for the opioid education and
Narcan program and we are very, very pleased
and very happy for that support and we hope
that in the new year that we will continue to
receive the same support and I know we will
because 1t"s just that important.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: You can
count on It I"m sure.

MR. PRIEST: I thank both sides
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and all the members who have helped me iIn our
program. And again, today is John"s day not
mine. We will leave it at that.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: I have to
say, John Anthony, you have gotten a great
deal of help from the Nassau County Police
Department and they have programs in the
schools throughout Nassau County educating our
young people with the problem of drug
overdose. And 1 have to say thank you to the
police department as well for their vigorous
energy in getting as much help out there as
possible. [I"m sad but guess what Anthony?

I*m very, very proud, extremely proud of you,
John Anthony, for doing what you"re doing and
I know you will continue to do 1t. And mom
thank you so much. | know i1t"s not easy. And
sister Jamie thank you so much and continued
success.

I have a citation on behalf of the
Nassau County Legislature to present to you to
remind you that you are iIn good hands not only
with your parents but with this body here. So

continue your efforts and hopefully one day
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John Anthony, and with two names that 1 hold
very dearly, John and Anthony, 1 know we are
going to make a difference. Thank you again
on behalf of this body. John, this time we
will take a picture with you down there.

We have one more point of personal
privilege and this time i1t"s Legislator Rose
Walker who would like to present the
individual for a job well done.

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Thank you
Legislator Gonsalves. And although 1 am the
one doing the point of personal privilege, it
really does involve each and every one of us
In our districts.

I*m honored today to give special
recognition to Dr. Eisenstein and the entire
staff at Nassau County Department of Health.
Last week the Department of Health was
notified that they achieved national
accreditation by the Public Health
Accreditation Board. This 1s an incredible
milestone as they are the first large local
health department in New York State to achieve

this prestigious distinction since its
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2  pational launch in 2011.
This accomplishment is the
culmination of over five years of hard work,
dedication and commitment of the Department of

Health staff. This achievement recognizes

N~ o o b~ W

that the Department of Health meets and most

often exceeds the rigorous standards

o

established by the Public Health Accreditation
10 Board. Public Health Accreditation signifies
11 that Nassau County Department of Health is

12 committed to continuous quality improvement so
13  that the residents of this county receive the
14  highest level of public health services. This
15 npational accreditation demonstrates that the
16 health department is dedicated to promoting

17 and protecting the health of the residents of
18  this great county.

19 I am equally proud to announce that
20  once again this year the Department of Health
21 received a national model practice and two

22 promising practice awards from the National

23  Association of County and City Health

24 Officials.

25 To date, the Department of Health
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has received an astounding 17 national awards,
making them the most award-winning health
department in all of New York State. We are
truly blessed to have a commissioner like Dr.
Eisenstein. Certainly all his staff.

And on a personal note, 1"m sure I
can say i1t for all the other legislators, no
matter when we call your office or reach out
to your staff they"re here to help us and make
things better for the health and to our Nassau
County residents. Thank you so much.

And Dr. Eisenstein, 1f you would
please come forward.

DR. EISENSTEIN: My staff should
come up and join me. Thank you Legislator
Walker. Thank you to the entire legislature.
I am blessed and lucky that I get to stand in
front of you and hear such nice words. But
the fact is this i1s the executive staff of the
Nassau County Department of Health. And when
people say how have you done it? How have you
won more model practice awards than the rest
of all of the health departments in New York

State combined? 1 will repeat that. We have
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won more national practice awards then the
rest of the local health departments in New
York State, including New York City,
combined. And the answer i1s standing right
behind me.

I have a team of rock stars and
they do lifesaving work. Whether 1t"s
protecting our residents from micro organisms,
making sure that our water or air i1s safe,
making sure that social justice 1Is
continuously on the tips of our tongues, these
are the leaders that do that. We are so
extremely proud. We made the decision to go
for accreditation. Thousands of hours have
gone 1Into becoming and accredited health
department. We are the only large health
department in New York State accredited. We
are the only suburban large health department
in the entire northeastern United States
accredited. We believe that i1t"s going to
position us better when 1t comes to achieving
federal grants In the future. We think I1It°"s a
matter of survival.

I envision down the road that other
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health departments are mandated to do i1t and
we are going to be the leaders in the field
and we always do what we think Is best for our
residents and this i1s an example.

I just want to acknowledge quickly,
the executive staff i1s wonderful. Our two
accreditation coordinators, Dr. Tavara Buchman
and Selena Cabayo, who have done thousands of
hours working on this are here.

When we originally were invited
here 1t was for our model practice awards and
timing was very lucky that we got our
accreditation last week.

Mark Rothstein, one of our
sanitarians, authored this year®s model
practice award. And Andy Simone, who you®ve
known as our director of Public Health
Preparedness. She has a staff of two In
Public Health Emergency Preparedness but when
a storm or disaster occurs she immediately
becomes the leader of our entire department
and we have seen her amazing work during
Hurricane Sandy and at other times. She

authored one of the promising practices.
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Just very appreciative of all that
you do for us and we"re so thrilled about this
because we feel that the legislature and our
residents should know the great work that is
coming out of our department. Thank you for
the acknowledgment.

From the bottom of my heart to my
staff thank you. This was not easy. It was
thousands of hours of work and a lot of emails
and meetings and late meetings. We also got a
lot of before. In order to become accredited
you have to take care of things including
branding and facility. So we received a lot
of help from our partners at public works and
from our partners in IT. And quite frankly,
we can"t do this without the support of all of
our elected officials. So | thank you all.

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Thank you Dr.
Eisenstein and certainly all your staff. 1I™m
going to ask if we can all go down and take a
photo with the group. Probably easier for us
to come down there. Not room for all of us
and you up here.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Mr.
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Pulitzer please call the roll.

MR. PULITZER: Thank you. Roll
call. Deputy Presiding Officer Richard
Nicolello.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Alternate Deputy
Presiding Officer Legislator Howard Kopel.

LEGISLATOR KOPEL: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator Siela
Bynoe.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Thank you.
Legislator Carrie Solages.

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator Denise
Ford.

LEGISLATOR FORD: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator Laura
Curran.

LEGISLATOR CURRAN: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator C.
William Gaylor I11.

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR: Present.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator Vincent
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Birnbaum.

DeRi1ggi-Whi

Here.

Kennedy.

Schaefer.

Drucker.

I Leg - 9-25-17

LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA: Here.
MR. PULITZER: Legislator Ellen

LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator Delia
tton.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:

MR. PULITZER: Legislator James
LEGISLATOR KENNEDY: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator Laura
LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator Arnold
LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Here.

MR. PULITZER: Legislator Rose

Marie Walker.

MacKenzie.

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Here.
MR. PULITZER: Legislator Donald
LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE: Here.
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MR. PULITZER: Legislator Steven
Rhoads.

LEGISLATOR RHOADS: Present.

MR. PULITZER: Minority Leader

Kevan Abrahams.
LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Here.
MR. PULITZER: Presiding Officer

Norma Gonsalves.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Present.

MR. PULITZER: We have a quorum
ma®am.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you

very much Mr. Pulitzer.

As 1s customary before we begin the
calendar we have 30 minutes of public comment
and we ask that each individual who has
submitted a slip, and 1 have them here, adhere
to the three minute rule. And 1If we don"t get
through all of the residents who have put in
the slips 1n the 30 minutes we remain right
after the calendar to hear further comments.

So without any further ado, I™m
going to call on the first individual. Pete

Gaffney of Westbury.
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MR. GAFFNEY: My name is Pete
Gaffney. | reside in Westbury, Long Island.
I*m here on two issues. One Is community
policing. [1°ve spoken about this many times
before this legislative body about community
policing. 1 haven®t really heard too much.
It"s election season right now and officials
are running for office. But really, 1 would
like to hear from each one of the legislative
body and also of our candidates that are
running for office for executive legislation
meeting what they feel about community
policing.

I know financially Nassau County 1is
not in the best shape and 1 know It"s
expensive to have community policing. But the
reality 1s we need 1t just because of things
that are going on on our roadways. People
excessive speeding. People making illegal
U-turns. It"s just crazy. And 1t"s not just
one section, it"s all over the place. They"re
not just going five miles an hour. They"re
pushing ten, 20 miles above the speed limit.

It"s crazy.
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I attended a police meeting back iIn
November in Mineola and 1 was told that there
was going to be an additional POP officer put
into the Third Precinct. Currently right now
they have two. So 1 was looking at three.
That didn"t happen.

Now I understand as of yesterday
or, excuse me, as of today they"ve enacted an
officer just to strictly write tickets.

That"s a basic start. We need to find a way
to fund this.

The actual police force right now 1
understand that is down to levels of the
1950s. That"s totally unacceptable for Nassau
County, which i1s one of the richest counties
in New York. I would like to hear from each
one of the legislators do something about as
far as community policing. Maybe put out a
statement with their thoughts. That kind of a
thing. It doesn"t have to be right now. I
really think we need to have that.

The other thing I want to talk
about 1s the county department of works. |

mean, 1"m not sure if they"re getting their
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2  funding or the necessary resources that"s
needed, because when you look at some of the
county roads out there 1t"s a disaster. You
look at Old Country Road for example iIn the

left lane heading westbound from the mall all

N~ o o b~ W

the way down to Post Avenue there®s a one iInch

gap that"s i1n the roadway. It"s horrendous to

o

try to drive over some of these bumpy roads.
10  This is creating some of the problems with car
11  accidents, frustration with people going on.
12 I jJust think you need to give them
13  the necessary resources to do the job properly
14  and then you hold them accountable. Remember
15  our snowstorm that we just had last year, the
16  two snowstorms? We had inches of ice on the
17  streets for a couple of days across the board
18 on all the county roads. The towns around us
19 they did an exceptional job cleaning up the

20 streets. Why can"t the county do it as well?
21 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:

22  Mr. Gaffney thank you.

23 Kathleen Spatz.

24 MR. SPATZ: Good afternoon. 1™m

25  Kathleen Spatz. | reside in South Hempstead.
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I"ve been a resident there for over 30 years.
President of the South Hempstead Civic
Association. And presently 1 am a republican
candidate for Nassau County legislator LD5.

I would like to speak to -- the
gentleman before me led me right into what I
want to speak to which i1s the condition of
Long Beach Road in the area of south
Hempstead. |If you travel south from the
underpass of the Southern State Parkway past
Covert Elementary School, even further, down
into Rockville Centre, the roads there are
horrendous. 1"ve addressed this on numerous
times 1In the past ten years with nothing
getting done to that road. There iIs constant
flooding. You just have a simple downpour, a
three minute downpour, the entire area 1is
flooded. Including the underpass of the
Southern State Parkway.

The conditions of the sidewalks,
which | understand are probably the
responsibility of the residents, which 1 have
addressed that many times also with the Town

of Hempstead, the condition of the curbs, the
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condition of the sewers. 1 feel 1T the sewer
condition was addressed i1t would help to
eliminate a lot of the flooding that takes
place in just a common downpour iIn that area.

We have children walking to school
there and with the cars, with the flooding,
with the cars i1t can be a dangerous situation
having to walk around the flooding. Having
the cars speeding by and splashing water all
over your child as they are trying to get to
school .

I would appreciate some
investigation into this situation. The
residents of South Hempstead have asked me to
address this situation again. They would like
to see some type of results. Thank you for
listening.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you
Ms. Spatz. Alex Slatky.

MR. SLATKY: Good afternoon
everyone. My name is Alex Slatky. 1"m here
representing Triple A Northeast. It"s a
pleasure to be with you here. 1I"m right

across the street so | figured 1°d stop over.
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I know 1t"s not technically the budget
meetings yet, but 1 did want to speak about
the proposed public safety fee. 1 know the
Rules Committee will be meeting next week and
two weeks after that will be the full
legislature. Fortunately for me I will be at
the New York State Highway Symposium up in
Niagara Falls then so 1 wanted to make sure I
got the chance to address the full
legislature.

Obviously you know our position
from last year. We strongly opposed the
public safety fee last year. We continue to
strongly oppose the public safety fee this
year. Just what was done iIn the budget, this
year they proposed $64 million in the budget
for the public safety fee In terms of revenue
that would go to fund the police. The same
was proposed last year. That got reduced to
$28 million.

And the initial proposal last year
was $105 on traffic, red light camera and
parking tickets. It ended up being $55 on

traffic and red light camera tickets. But
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there®s no specific proposal 1n the budget
this year. All it says is that we need $64
million from the public safety fee. There"s
no actual policy that"s being proposed. It
doesn®"t suggest a particular dollar amount for
the public safety fee. It doesn"t say whether
i1t should be applied to the parking violations
like was suggested last year.

And the fact that the county wants
to highlight the revenue that 1t needs from
the public safety fee without even stating the
policy that"s necessary for the county to earn
that windfall that sends an extraordinary
clear signal that the public safety fee is
purely about earning revenue and balancing the
budget. It"s not about sound public policy.

We always oppose using traffic
enforcement to balance the budget. That"s
just something we oppose. We don"t
necessarily have sympathy for someone who gets
a ticket for texting or speeding
aggressively. But when you use fines or
really fees or taxes to fund police contracts

that are being collected by the police that"s
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just a poor system of governance. Without
casting aspersions on the county police
department, that offers some iIncentives for
wrongdoing and i1t definitely iIncreases the
skepticism about the police officers®™ motives
from the public. That"s going to iIncrease
distrust that 1 think has already been
increased last year between drivers and the
public.

I know the budget is going to be
discussed next week and two weeks from now,
but 1*d urge you to reject the public safety
fee Increase today. Thank you very much.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you.

Mr. Jack McCloy.

MR. MCCLOY: Thank you Ms.
Gonsalves, Mr. Abrahams and members of the
legislature. Thank you for allowing me to
address you again today.

Briefly, I want to mention the fact
that this week In Newsday there was a report
about the red light cameras in Suffolk County
being possibly suspended. Recommendation by

some of the Suffolk County legislators
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regarding the incidents of accidents reported
at those intersections being manicured so to
speak. | hope you keep an eye on that issue.
I hope that Nassau County®s accident reports
are accurately reported.

But today 1 didn"t come to talk
about that. 1 wanted to mention something
that could possibly eliminate the potential of
a multimillion dollar lawsuit against Nassau
County. 1 left two pieces of printed
literature. 1 will read these quickly to
you].

Dear Legislators, the attached
email message was sent to Nassau County
Executive Ed Mangano, Town of Hempstead
Supervisor Anthony Santino and Bill Muller in
Anthony Santino®s office.

I would like you to be aware of and
take appropriate legislative action to
prohibit the inappropriate use of high
intensity lasers at events iIn Nassau County.
Projecting beams from high intensity laser
units directly at those i1n an audience 1is

strictly prohibited by New York State law.
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Yet i1t continues to be common place here in
Nassau County.

The photo taken at the recent Roger
Waters concert at Nassau Coliseum shows laser
light beams being projected directly into the
audience.

IT you take a look at the picture,
all of those little dots are laser beams
hitting audience members.

Nassau County is risking a
multimillion dollar lawsuit should someone
become 1njured or possibly even blinded by
this type of occurrence.

In the absence of strict
prohibition of such practices by the county
executive and town supervisor, 1 appeal to you
as our legislative representatives to propose,
enact and request enforcements of policies
which are consistent with New York State
guidelines.

In the message that | sent to those
mentioned 1 will read that the Town of
Hempstead and Nassau County have made

themselves the target of a multimillion dollar
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lawsuit due to 1nappropriate use of high
intensity lasers at Nassau Coliseum and other
venues. Here i1s a photo also attached for
clarity of the laser in operation at Nassau
Coliseum this week during the Roger Waters
performance. It i1s clearly focused directly
onto the crowd, which is a violation of New
York State laser operations code. |1 know this
because 1 am certified to operate high
intensity lasers in New York State.

I previously communicated with
Nassau Coliseum to let them know that they
should have a compliance official to ensure
proper operation of lasers at Nassau
Coliseum. 1 can be contacted to that effect.

They never contacted me. They
continued to feature shows which feature high
intensity lasers and, as shown, they are using
them inappropriately. 1t is only a matter of
time before someone i1s Injured and they fTile a
multimillion dollar suit, which they would be
very likely to win. This can be prevented.

I suggest requiring all shows at

Town of Hempstead and Nassau County venues to
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Tile a declaration that no lasers will be used
during any performance unless a New York State
certified high intensity laser operator has
Inspected the equipment in advance and 1is
present during the performance. There is a
reason that New York State requires
certification. Yet the venues which feature
lasers shows are obviously ignoring the law.

Thank you for your time.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you
Mr. McCloy.

Timothy Lachapelle.

MR. LACHAPELLE: Thank you. My
name is Tim Lachapelle. 1"m the legislative
l1aison for the Long Island Board of
Realtors. 1°m here to urge the legislature to
reject the portion of the executive®s budget
proposal that raises the land recording and
tax map verification fees.

In the budget i1t states that the
county clerk®"s office accounts for $11.6
million In new revenue due to the iIncrease iIn
block fees from $300 to $400. It also

Increases the tax map verification fee from
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$355 to $455, raising an estimated $12 million
In revenue.

Last week the county clerk held a
press conference and stated that her office
doesn"t need that revenue. She urged the
legislature to reject that budget and work to
roll back the fee iIncreases over the past two
years. LIBOR finds that position reasonable
and would like to take the same position.
LIBOR stands by the county clerk. The revenue
from the proposed fee hike belongs to the
clerk®s office and they have demanded that it
IS returned to the taxpayers.

I understand there are varying
opinions about the fiscal health of the
county. But for realtors, builders and title
professionals 1t appears that this county is
in some fiscal turmoil because 1t"s their
client who have had to foot the bill for an
unbalanced budget for the past two years.

Every day they work with clients
who are shocked when they discover an extra
charge on their closing costs that can easily

run over $1,000.
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We realize that many of the
residents of Nassau County don"t feel the same
way we do because they don"t feel the same
pain day in and day out and work with people
that are paying these fees every day. But if
you didn"t buy a house or sell a house,
refinance, obtain a home equity line of credit
or satisfy a mortgage, you may have been
completely unaffected by this fee.

Obtaining a new mortgage instrument
Is a major life event. It can take place
decades apart from each other. And the county
has only been on this destructive path for two
years. Rest assured that it the county
continues raising these fees many residents
will be faced with sticker shock when it comes
time to record a mortgage instrument.

I know the stance i1s that taxes
haven®t been raised in a while but 1 would
like you guys to tell that to somebody who is
two years away from ending a 30 year mortgage
and is going to have to owe the county $1,000.

The strategy of using fees to

balance the budget is ineffective. If the fee
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generated the intended revenue i1t wouldn®t be
needed to raise three years in row.

In New York State i1t"s generally
accepted that a fee should only generate
enough revenue to pay for the services that it
provides. By passing the proposed budget the
legislature is doing a tremendous disservice
to the county clerk and to the taxpayers of
Nassau County.

Once again, 1 urge the legislature
to reject that portion of the budget. Roll
back the fees and start looking for better
ways to balance the budget. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you
Mr. Lachapelle.

Rafe Lieber.

MR. LIEBER: Good afternoon
everybody. My name is Rafe Lieber. It"s odd
for me to be here on this side of the room. |
spent so many years working on behalf of some
of you, which of course as politics goes tends
to me 1 was working against the other half of
you. But that"s all right. We are here today

to talk about other things. Please don"t hold
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that things against me all these years later.

I"m here to voice my opposition to
the proposed real estate fee iIncreases.
Speaking from the perspective of the title
industry, 1t"s our job to disclose all of the
taxes and the fees that borrowers and buyers
are going to pay on a real estate
transaction. And we see how overloaded the
buyers and borrowers are with mortgage taxes
and transfer taxes and mansion taxes and
peconic taxes and of course all of the
recording fees that people have to experience
in Nassau County.

My industry, the title industry, we
saw our fees cut by the state a few years ago
in an effort to save borrowers money. We ate
those cuts. We didn"t like 1t but we ate
them. However, i1t didn"t really work because
whatever they may save from our new reissue
rates 1t doesn"t compare to what they"re
paying for new fees. 1"ve still yet to
receive an adequate explanation to exactly
what the tax map verification fee is for and

certainly why 1t"s so expensive.
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The fees as they exist they are
unsustainable. Increases to the current fees
would be beyond unfair. 1 think we are all
sympathetic to the budget woes that you are
grappling with, but please, for the sake of
those who want to realize the dream of
homeownership In Nassau County oppose these
outrageous hikes. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank
you.

Joanne Borden.

MS. BORDEN: Good afternoon. I1™m
here today asking for transgender people®s
equal protection from the harmful
discrimination that all other people In Nassau
County have. My previous discussions here
have given you every reason and every
scientific fact for you to give transgender
people equal protection in our law. Not
implied protection, not protection as your own
legal counsel says, protection we are likely
to have, but equal equality. Protection in
fact.

Today what 1 ask has nothing to do
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with the biological facts or scientific facts
I present. It"s not another of the many
reasons why transgender people deserve and
have earned equal treatment by virtue of
citizenship and service in time of war. It
has everything to do with the American
principal of equality. Everyone i1s equal.
Identical treatment under the law. Give us
equality. 1t"s not difficult or time
consuming. You simply need to add the
transgender human rights law already on file.
That proposed law will put In writing no more
than what you have repeatedly said Is now In
the law"s meaning.

My previous request to you
emphasized our worthiness. We don"t choose to
be transgender. God made us this way. So he
must have intended for us to be this way.

Your belief in our equal
protection, Mr. Nicolello, your belief is
appreciated but you need to demonstrate that
you want gender identity and gender expression
people to unquestionably have human rights.

IT you believe in the American principal of
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equality you will pass the law that simply
defines the word gender so we will
unquestionably be protected from harmful
discrimination equal to all other people. It
will not only give transgender people
identical protection from harmful
discrimination in employment, housing and many
other life needs, but 1t will fulfill Theodore
Roosevelt®"s promise that no man is above the
law and no man beneath 1t.

Thank you for listening.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you
Joanne.

Michael Scully.

Pearl Jacobs.

MS. JACOBS: Good afternoon. |1
have a question. 1Is there any update to
report on the Uniondale streetscaping project
contract B-11-16? That"s a question.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Hi Pearl.
How are you?

MS. JACOBS: Fine. 1Is the clock
still running? 1"m going to lose time when

you speak Legislator.
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LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: I thought
you wanted me to actually answer 1t. The item
has not been calendared to give you the short
answer and then we can get more elaborative
after your time.

MS. JACOBS: That"s my first
question. And the second question, 1T not, If
the money 1s still allocated to Uniondale for
this project or were they reassigned to on
another line to another project? That would
be my second project. 1 see that there are
streetscapings and community development
projects aggressively moving forward in East
Meadow as well as Baldwin. And these also, to
my understanding, East Meadow and Baldwin are
also hamlets. As a civic leader, | have been
told time after time by our elected officials
that Uniondale 1s a hamlet and has no mayor to
advocate for it. This is the reason that
Uniondale languishes so far behind other
communities i1n Nassau County.

IT this statement is true, then why
are other hamlets i1In Nassau County thriving

and Uniondale 1s in rapid decline? Uniondale
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cannot even get i1ts streets cleaned. Why
would a hamlet as neglected and excluded as
Uniondalle continue to pay taxes to a county
that does not represent or advocate for I1t?
Why does other hamlets in Nassau County have
beautiful gateway signs and Uniondale does
not? The one and only gateway sign that
Uniondale has that was provided by the county
IS on Quentin Roosevelt Boulevard. This is
the same gateway sign that was removed and
then reinstated after Uniondale residents
banded together to demand that Uniondale
boundaries be identified. This was the East
Garden City campaign. If you may answer my
questions. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: So to
answer your TFTirst question, the 1tem has not
been recalendared as you know. 1 mean, part
of my position has been trying to get the item
calendared and have 1t actually have a vote,
which has not taken place.

The second part of your question,
has the money been reallocated? No. The

money"s been designated. It"s in what the
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county has as i1ts financial system. The money
IS designated for this particular first phase
of this contract and that has not changed
since that time frame up until we checked
sometime last week. That money has not been
reallocated to some other project.

MS. JACOBS: So, with the
residents of Uniondale 1 ask, would they be
able to see that these monies have not been
allocated 1n writing? Would they be able to
see proof of this In writing?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: I can
provide to you the financial page. Before you
leave I will have one of my people put i1t
together. We can put together the financial
page which you can see what I"m seeing. But I
have no authority to put 1t in writing because
that money in that contract was awarded by the
county executive. The county executive has to
give you that letter. But | can give you the
page that 1*m referring to that could Indicate
to you that the money i1s still there in the
budget allotment.

MS. JACOBS: One last question
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regarding the gateway signs. Is there any
reason that Uniondale doesn®t have any
esthetically attractive gateway signs?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: It"s funny
that you mention that. Years ago I was able
to get signs along Hempstead Turnpike as you
enter i1n from East Meadow. Esthetically nice
wooden decorative signs and someone took them
down. I1"m not too sure who 1t was. We tried
to investigate that. But I had signs, not
only those signs, | had congratulatory signs
for our teams that were successful iIn
winning. Like those signs that go up all
throughout the county. And again they were
taken down. Then I even had signs at one time
that the first district had asked me to
allocate as well.

I have no problem putting up the
signs. We just have to make sure that when
we"re putting them up they"re on county
property. My sense i1s they got taken down by
state officials or someone iIn state
government. Maybe DOT. But those signs came

down for whatever reason. Maybe the proper
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permission was not given and they could have
been taken down. But 1 have no problem
putting in those signs. When you enter 1in
from Hempstead, from East Meadow, when you
come in from the north, on Quentin Boulevard,
all those signs | have no problem putting them
back up.

MS. JACOBS: One last question If
I may. | asked the question regarding other
hamlets that are receiving developments and
improvements and Uniondale has not been for
many, many years and why is that?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Why i1sn"t
Is the other hamlets --

MS. JACOBS: Why are other
hamlets, East Meadow, Baldwin, they®re
receiving, aggressively receiving improvements
and developments and Uniondale 1s not. That"s
just a straightforward question.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: I agree. |1
think 1t"s a question you have to point to all
19 not just myself. That being said, 1 would
say iIn regards to Uniondale this would have

been a great project that 1 thought would have
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started the process i1In enhancing the Uniondale
community. Pearl, you and 1 are on the same
page. I1"ve always advocated and supported
this project. 1 even went one step further
when we were going with the Coliseum and the
Coliseum did not want to do any community
benefit to the community stood with you to
ensure that the Coliseum does i1ts failr share
of community iInvestment. Stood with the
school district when the school district was
looking for a community benefit with all of
the development that goes on whether 1t"s
Avalon Bay, what"s going on now at A. Holly
Patterson. In terms of community involvement
and making sure that the community iIs enhanced
and we see i1t 1s esthetically improved, that"s
not an iIssue.

MS. JACOBS: I must say to you
Legislator Abrahams that not everyone in
Uniondale i1s happy about the A. Holly
Patterson development. That"s another issue.

But like I said, talk i1s talk but
nothing is coming to fruition in Uniondale.

The only way that this might be resolved is by
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a civil rights lawsuit. Have a wondertful
day. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: I have, |
believe, five more speakers and we are
approaching the 30 minute limit. However,
since the five iIndividuals are here, | hope,
I*m going to move on Mr. Clerk for another 15
minutes. That will take us to approximately
2:50. So Ms. Mereday you"re up. You are
within the 30 minute limit.

MS. MEREDAY: Good afternoon.
Meta Mereday. Where does one begin? Since
I"m on the clock let me get to this quickly.
I agree with the gentleman that spoke
previously with regard to not Incorporating
that real estate fee. 1 find It iInteresting
that we pursue funding to address the zombie
house crisis but you don®"t have any problem
jJacking up the prices for those struggling
homeowners that are currently here iIn Nassau
County. 1 want to put that out there.

Parking. Okay. | believe that the
sign on this side of the building where it

says visitors parking is that actually for
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visitors or is that continuing the excess for
staff et cetera to come rolling In and park so
that many residents, including those with
disabilities, have to park almost clear across
the county line to be able to come and
participate at these meetings? There needs to
be some kind of structure and it should not be
left to the wonderful job that the officers
have to do to try to monitor who iIn fact parks
there. You all have your designhated spots.
There®s an employee parking lot and visitors
have those few spaces that are on that side of
the building. If we can address that that
would be greatly appreciated.

Veteran services. You know that"s
my thing. But now that we"re just coming off
of the 16 year anniversary of 911 and I know
all of us have been touched by that directly,
indirectly et cetera, we have a health crisis
on top of the opioid crisis that unfortunately
1T you continue to do the same methodology
you"re going to generate the same result as
far as the healing process.

Over 60,000 people have been
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identified as having some connection to 9-11
and the 9-11 recovery, myself included. But
unfortunately just over 30,000 are now part of
the actual World Trade Center monitoring, and
what they are finding out is that those that
are coming forward now are processing in the
early stages of the cancers that will take
them out. Which will result In catastrophic
penalties for their families. So I do have
information for the activities that 1"m going
to be 1nvolved with that.

And lastly, because 1 definitely
want to be punctual because 1 don"t plan to be
here too long but 1 will be here for the
course of the meeting, so 1f I have other
things to say | want to be able to have the
time to say i1t while folks are still here.

I noticed a picture in Newsday that
talked about a pantry that was set up at the
medical center to provide veterans with food,
clothing and other necessities. The problem
that we still have i1In Nassau County and Long
Island i1s the lack of transportation. It"s

nice to have all the food stuff and the
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clothing but 1T they can"t get there because
they“"re living on the street corner and have
no car, what are you going to do about that?

So, the budget considerations I™m
hoping that you can look Into providing some
real resources for the veterans who do not
have the transportation.

And secondly, 1"m still waiting for
some kind of benchmark report or something
about the veteran businesses that have been
included i1In county projects. Because to date,
as far as I"m concerned, the county is still
in violation of state and federal law.

As previous speakers have brought
up, the county faces the opportunity, because
they seem to love having the opportunity to
being sued, maybe i1t allows for more friends
who might leave the county and go to work for
a law firm to get more contracts, but the
lawsuits you are going to be facing with the
lack of inclusion in contracts when you"re
receiving state and federal money will be
tremendous. So, give the taxpayers a break.

Okay? Thank you.
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LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you
Ms. Mereday.

Patty Harris.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE: Excuse me
Presiding Officer. As our next speaker makes
her way to the podium may 1 ask, implore that
you look at the bill that I filed that would
support minority women business owned
enterprises as well as service disabled
veterans in being able to participate in the
contracting process. 1 believe that bill
would really enhance and improve the
likelihood that they could do so.

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Thank you
very much.

Ms. Harris.

MS. HARRIS: My name i1s a Patty
Harris. My husband was the late commissioner
Melvin Harris. 1 usually don"t do this. It
must be very important for me to be up here.
I live in Uniondale. 1"ve been a resident of
Unitondale for many years. 1 went to Turtle
Hook. I went to Uniondale High School. 1

brought Melvin into Uniondale. That"s how you
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guys got to know him. By living there all
these years to see how Uniondale is beilng run
down and to see how the commercial area is
being built up 1t"s a disgusting, disgraceful
thing.

As legislators, as the town leaders
and as the community wants to live where they
are proud of. You want people to come to live
in Uniondale you have to make i1t look nicer.

So I am as