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Hon. Thoma R. Suozz
Nassau County Executive

One West Street
Mineola, New York 11501

Re: Nassau Coliseum Hub Development

Dear County Executive Suozz:

I am wrtig on behaf of Hofst University, the propert owner ditly adjact to the Nassau

Coliseum site, and thus diectly afected by the varous proposa for the development and
redevelopment of the Nassau Hub area. The impact upon the adjacent Hofstr communty - more than

000 undergrduate and graduate stdents, faculty, adsttion and sta- is signficant, and we

believe tht any development should and mus consider the effect upon Hofst University. We also
thought it importt to offer our views whe you consider and review the varous pendig proposas
and we tae ths opportty to offer our comments. We rema available to aner any questons that

you or the County Legislatue might have about our views.

One of the proposals creates an attctive "uersity town" tht is very compatible and complementa
to our existg University campus. We believe tht Sterlig Equities, New York Mets Development
Corpration and the Bluenfeld Development Group ("SEIBDG Prposal") offer a comprehensive
development with amenities tht are attctive to our stdents, faculty, admnisttion and st.
Based upn our reew of the SEIBDG Proposa, and the presetaon made by their development team,
the proposa includes a stte-of-the-ar sprt and entertent center, includi a mior league
baseball stum; entertent, retal resturt and other amusment uses; residental housing; and
some offce development. Ths mi of uss, includig fi class, stte-of-the-ar facilties, is extrmely
compatible with our existg campus development.

Dug a briefig on the proposa with the SEIBDG devlopment team, Hofstr wa also told that a
pedestran bridge would be built over Earl Ovington Boulevard on the west side of the Coliseum
prope, providig our stdents and communty easy access to the " Life Style" seon of the propose
development. Brigig reationa, entertent and housing opportties to our stdents in a neary
location would be mutly beneficial. Besides providing visitors to the development complex, our

students would also become more integrted into the local communty.
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The residential development will offer great opportties to our faculty, admstrtion and students.

At present, Hofstra houss more than 4 200 stdents in on-campus University housing, and our need is
expandig each year as a greater percentage of our stUdents come from otitside New Y otk State. OUt

on-campus housing does not meet ths increasing need. We also want to provide attactive housing
options to our stUdents, parcularly our grduate students who seek to live nearby but off campus. In
addition, new Hofst faculty and adstrtors are always lookig for afordable housing near our
campus. In order to attct and keep our highy traied professionals, we need to addrss ths issue.

Entr level ' 'tansitional'' housing in paricular is needed. In addition to providing housing to address
these issues, SE/BDG have also offered to dedicate portons of their proposed housing specifically for
University-related purses.

The proposal for a mior league baseball stadium also offers exciting possibilties for our students and
our sports teams. The developers have stated that Hofstra s NCAA Division I baseball team would be
able to use the stum and that it will also be available for other recreational uses. A nearby outdoor

basball staum is obviously compatible with Hofst' s existg athetic facilties and outdoor

recreational uses. The opportty for stdent internships is also atttive to us.

The SEIBDG Proposa also oo:its subSttial fuds to renovate the Nassau Coliseum and to buid
modem parkig stctues. A modern redesigned Coliseum would allow the Islanders to contiue
playig their home games at the facility, which is consistent with the County' s objectives for the site.

We also understad that the SE/BDG Proposa wil generate substtial real propert and saes taes for
loca governent. Furer, the developers have commtted that none of the proposed stctus will

exceed the building height in the suroundig area. The SE/BDC plan is also compatible with the
proposed Nassau County monoral system. In short, the SE/BDC Proposal addresses the County' s stated

objectives for the development of the site, offers an exciting mi of uses, and is proposed by a very
experienced team of real estate and sport professionas. We believe tht ths Proposa offers a unque

opportty for the development of ths importt site.

We appreciate the SE/BDG tea s outreah to Hofst and their regntion tht the Hub development
impacts directly upon our campus. We appreciated the opportty to review and comment upon their
plan at ths early stage. The 240-acre Hofstr campus is home to more than 13 000 students and over

000 employees. There are 113 campus buildigs, includig traditional classrooms, libraes, theaters

residence halls dig area and a museum. Campus operations are 24/7 every day of the year. Leading

economist Dr. Ir Kellner has estated our impact on the local economy at over $1.5 bilion
anualy. Hofstr thus has a real ste in the proposed major development of propert abuttg our
campus. We also have a history of working with our surounding communty when we plan new
facilties at our campus, and we value the views of our neighbors. We thus fiy believe that any

development mus tae into acount the impact upon our campus communty as well as upon the
surounding communties. Based on the inormation presented to us, we believe that the SE/BDG
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Proposal presents a comprehensive and thoughtf plan tht will benefit Nassau County, the areas
suroundig the Nassau Hub, and the Hofsta University communty.

I also want to note that the Polimeni Group also presented its development proposal to us and solicited
our comments. There is much compatibilty with the residential and entertent components of that

proposal, but we recognze that the key to Mr. Polimeni' s proposa is the relocation of all Nassau
County governenta offces to the site. If the County chooses to move in that diection, we 

confdent that Mr. Polimeni will consider and include Hofstra s views as his plans are fialized.

Although the latest plan proposed by Charles Wang and the Reckson organzation has not been
presented to us, we believe that aspects of that plan are also compatible with our campus. In short we
look forward to workig with the ultimate developer of ths importt site in order to ensure that our
needs are addressed.

Than you for ths opportty to comment upon the pendig proposas.

Stu Rabinowitz

SR/idf

cc: Hon. Judith A. Jacobs
Presidig Offcer

Hon. Perer J. Schntt
Minority Leader
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