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Storm water comes from the pre-
cipitation that flows across the
ground or pavement when it rains or

when snow and ice melt.

[\ ~ = The water seeps into the ground or
: ~| flows into our storm drains. These are

~ the drains that you see at street cor-
ners or low points on the sides of your

Streets.

Storm water runoff is a concern %

because of the pollutants it may

carry as it is conveyed to the nearest
body of water, such as a local
stream, pond, harbor or the ocean.
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Unlike water that goes into our sanitary
sewers, from our showers and toilets,
for example, storm water, and all that
it is carrying, is not treated before
being discharged to our surrounding \

water bodies.

Storm water pollution can harm fish

- & other aquatic wildlife, kill native
2. vegetation, desfroy aquatic habitats,
i and make recreational areas unsafe
=% = and unpleasant.
Nu‘rrlenTs carried by storm water, or released into surface
waters when they decay, may also cause undesirable algae and
vegetative growth.
Substances carried by storm water that are considered to be
pollutants are:

Sediment, trash & debris

Oil, grease, and toxic chemicals

Soap and paint products from outdoor maintenance activities

Pesticides and fertilizers from lawns and gardens

Viruses, bacteria, and nutrients from pet waste and failing septic

systems
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Landscape and Gardening

Do not over-water. If water flows off
your yard onto your driveway or side- |
walk, your system is over watering. Peri- W'

odically inspect and fix leaks and misdi- | “W
rected sprinklers —_———

Do not rake or blow leaves or clippings into the street, gutter
or storm drain. Instead, dispose of waste by composting or
bagging it and placing it with your household waste for pickup

Follow directions on pesti-

" do not estimate amounts). Do
not use if rain is predicted
9 within 48 hours

Take unwanted pesticides to a Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Center to be recycled

Rain is natural; storm water isn't. Up to 70% of
the pollution in our streams and waterways is car-
ried there by storm water, and about half of the

pollution that storm water carries comes from

things we do in our yards and gardens!

Pet Care

Always pick up after your pet. Flush
waste down the toilet or dispose of
it in the trash. Leaving pet waste on
the ground increases public health L :
risks by allowing harmful bacteria to =
wash into the storm drain and even- ﬂ

tually into our local waterways

& cides and fertilizers, (measure,

Pool Maintenance

Do not pump your chlorinated
pool water into the storm
drain. Pool and spa water must
be de-chlorinated and be free
of excess acid, alkali or color
to be allowed in the street,
gutter or storm drain

Household Activities

Take items such as used or excess batteries, oven clean-
ers, automotive fluids, painting products, TVs and com-
puter monitors to a Household Hazardous Waste collec-
tion center

Automotive

Take your vehicle fo a commer-
cial car wash whenever possible. If
you wash your vehicle at home, choose
soaps or detergents labeled non-
toxic, phosphate free or biodegrad-
able. Vegetable and citrus-based
products are typically safest for the
environment

Do not allow wash water from vehicle washing into the
street, gutter or storm drain. If possible, wash car on an
absorbent surface like your lawn

Monitor vehicle for leaks and place
a pan under leaks. Keep your vehi-
cles well maintained to stop and
prevent leaks

Never pour oil or antifreeze in the
street, gutter or storm drain. Re-
cycle these substances at a ser-
vice station, a waste oil collection
center or used oil recycling center

Do not hose down your driveway, sidewalk or patio to the
sfreef, gutter or storm drain. Sweep up debris and dis-
pose of it in the trash




	Thomas R. Suozzi

	County Executive

	How Do I Spot an Illicit Discharge or Connection?

	County of Nassau

	Nutrients carried by storm water, or released into surface waters when they decay, may also cause undesirable algae and vegetative growth.

	Substances carried by storm water that are considered to be pollutants are:

	Sediment, trash & debris

	Oil, grease, and toxic chemicals

	Soap and paint products from outdoor maintenance activities

	Pesticides and fertilizers from lawns and gardens

	Viruses, bacteria, and nutrients from pet waste and failing septic      		systems
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