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Health Committee/ 7-12-21

CHAl RWOMAN WALKER: At

this time

| will call the Health and Soci al

Services Committee to order

Clerk to take the roll.

and ask the

MR. PULI TZER: Thank you, madam.

Heal th and Soci al Services

Committee

roll call. Legislator Joshua Lafazan?

(No verbal response.)

LEGI SLATOR MULE: | am subbing in

for Josh.

MR. PULI TZER: Thank you.

Substituting for Legislator

Drucker will be Legislator

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM

Arnol d

Birnbaum

Her e.

MR. PULI TZER: Thank you.

Ranking Member Legi sl ator

DeRi ggi -Whitton?

Del i a

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:

Her e.

MR. PULI TZER: Legislator C.

William Gaylor, 111.

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: Present.

MR. PULI TZER: Substituting for

Legislator Laura Schaefer

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21
McKevi tt?

LEGI SLATOR MCKEVI TT: Present .

MR. PULI TZER: Vice Chairman
James Kennedy?

LEGI SLATOR KENNEDY: Her e.

MR. PULI TZER: Chai r woman
Rosemari e Wal ker ?

CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Her e.

MR. PULI TZER: We have a quorum
ma' am.

CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Thank you.

We have three items on the
addendum 223-21, 224-21, 225-21.

Clerk Item 223-21 is a local | aw
to amend the Nassau County
Admi ni strative Code to create a speci al
revenue fund to assist Nassau County to
combat the opioid epidemic.

Can | have a motion?

LEGI SLATOR KENNEDY: So moved.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:
Second.

CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Moved by

Legislator Kennedy, seconded by

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21
Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton.

The item is before us.

This local law is to establish
this special revenue fund so that any
of the monies that we collect fromthe
opioid settlements will go into the
special revenue fund and will be used
to fight the opioid epidem c whether it
be used educationally, in prevention,
treatment, whatever ways it's best
used, but there will be a speci al
revenue fund setup and the monies will
only go towards fighting the opioid
epi demi c.

Does anybody el se want to add
anything to that?

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: I am
just happy that we're doing this so |
think it's a very good idea. | think
this whole opioid crisis has cost the
county so much, not just financially,
but emotionally, and | am glad these
companies are paying a little bit.

These companies made so much

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21
money off this crisis so |I think the
whol e thing is positive, so thank you.

CHAl RWOMAN WALKER: | agree and
it's sad because we were making head
ways, unfortunately due to COVID, we
really had a setback in fighting that
opioid epidemic.

| can tell you |I know personally
a number of people that did overdose
and pass away during that time and many
ot hers are fighting to keep moving
forward.

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: Sur e.

Absol utely. Thank you, Madam
Chai rwoman.

You have got my support on this
one. This is another example where |
think we have to do more at our | ocal
| evel, county |l evel because the state
continues to fail us and, you know, we
understand that marijuana is a gateway
drug to opioid use, yet the state
representatives | et us down by voting

in favor of passing the marijuana | aw.
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21

So this is just the right thing

to do. The opioid epidemic is with us.
It's amongst us. It effects us in our
communities. It effects many in my

district, our youth, and we work well
with the Rockville Centre Coalition for
Yout h and there have been numerous
overdoses over the |l ast two years in
our district that this bill will
hopefully help to prevent in the
future.

So thank you for, one,
introducing it, and thank you for
allowing me to say a few words and you
have got my support.

CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Thank you,
Legislator Gaylor. Legislator Kennedy.

LEGI SLATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Legislator Wal ker. | would just I|ike
to say | am 100 percent behind this,
obviously my support is there.

| just wanted to say that we have
seen over the course of the | ast

approxi mate 15, 16 months, this

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21
pandemi ¢ has caused tremendous stress
on so many people and | think that
maybe sometimes it hasn't been tal ked
about just how much people have been
i mpacted and in ways that we don't even
know yet . | think that it's so
i mportant.

| have organizations in my
district, Massapequa Takes Action
Coalition, the Yes Communities Counci
Center, Drug Free Long Island, so many
groups that are doing so many good
things, and I'"'m so happy that the
people can get the help that they need
and they continue on a path towards
success, and that they can really
benefit from this and we can really
help peopl e. That's the bottom line.
That's it.

Thank you, Legislator Wal ker .

CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Thank you,
Legislator Kennedy. Legislator
Bi rnbaum

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Thank you

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21

for this opportunity. lt's just
fortunate that | am subbing in this
committee today and | am listening to

the statistics about the overdosing and
how it increased during COVID but it's
as timely as ever because we are about
to settle some major |awsuits with the
manuf acturers of these opioid | awsuits
so it's good that we have a fund in
pl ace and do whatever the county can do
as an entity to combat the opioid
epidem c, so thank you

CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Thank you.
Legislator Mule.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: Thank you,
Madam Chair.

| do fully support this and | was
glad to hear in your opening remarks
that it would not just be used for
treatment but it would also be used for
prevention because | think that's
incredibly important, but my question
is this, how will it be determi ned

whi ch agencies will be getting the

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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Health Commi ttee/ 7-12-21
money? What will be the criteria? Has
that been determi ned and who will make
those decisions?

CHAl RWOMAN WALKER: | believe
that's something we really still need
to work out and make sure it's going to
the best places possible and for the
best education possible so we will be
continuing to work on that but it was
i mportant to set up this designated
revenue source so these monies, once
these settlements are done, they go
right into it, not waiting for them to
happen and then all of a sudden we are

hurrying and rushing to put something

together.
LEGI SLATOR MULE: | agree
compl etely. W Il that be somet hing

that's a possible amendment or

somet hing the admi nistration will be

deci ding? How is that going to happen?
CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Kind of what

| was saying before, we can certainly

from the executive offices, from the

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21
Legislature, and even from our
departmental offices to see what the
best route is for us to move forward on
t hat but those have not been
established yet.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: Thank you.

CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Any ot her
| egi sl ators have any comments or
guestions?

(No verbal response.)

| s there any public comment ?

(No verbal response.)

Next is Clerk Item 224-21 is an
ordinance supplemental to the annual

appropriation ordinance in connection

with the health department. We have
Ms. Mary Ellen Laurain. And | will
call the other one also, Clerk Item

225-21, an ordinance supplemental to

the annual appropriation ordinance in

connection with the Health Department.
MS. LAURAI N: Good evening.

Mar yEl Il en Laurain, Department of

Heal t h. ltem 224-21 is a supplement al

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21

appropriation.

CHAl RWOMAN WALKER: Sorry, we

didn't have a moti on.

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: So moved.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: Second.

CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: Moved by
Legislator Gaylor, seconded by
Legislator Mule.

MS. LAURAI N: ltem 224-21 is a

suppl emental appropriation
the amount of $93,750. Th
sexually transmitted disea
It is funded through New Y
Department of Health and i
to prevent the spread of s
transmitted diseases throu
identification, treatment,

i nvestigations.

and it's in
is is for a
se program.

ork State

ts mission i
exually
gh

and cont act

ltem 225-21 is a supplement al

appropriation in the amoun
$118, 144. lt's for the ch
the special healthcare nee
It's funded through New Yo

Depart ment of Health. | t
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Health Committee/ 7-12-21
informati on and referral to families of
children who are under the age of 21
who have a special need. Provi des
informati on and referral.

CHAl RWOMAN WALKER: Any questions
fromthe | egislators?

(No verbal response.)

Any comments? Any public
comment s?

(No verbal response.)

Hearing none, all those in favor
of Clerk Items 224 and 225-21 signify
by saying aye.

(Aye.)

Any opposed?

(No verbal response.)

Any abstentions?

(No verbal response.)

They too will move onto finance.

While you are there, |1 want to
thank you for the update on the beach
closures.

MS. LAURAI N: They' Il be more

tomorrow.

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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CHAI RWOMAN WAL KER: We are
keeping you extremely busy. Just came
off the real craziness of COVID into
another craziness. So thank you very
much for all you do.

No ot her business before us, can
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| have a

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR:

motion?

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM

CHAl RWOMAN WALKER:

So moved.

Second.

Moved by

Legislator Gaylor, seconded by

Legislator Birnbaum.

Al 'l

aye.

in favor signify

(Aye.)

Those opposed?

(No verbal response.)

We

are adjourned and

by saying

the next

committee is Minority Affairs.

(Whereupon, the Heal't

Services

p. m.)

Commi ttee adjourned at

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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CERTI FI CATE

|, STEFANI E KRUT, a Shorthand Reporter
and Notary Public in and for the State of
New York, do hereby stated:

THAT | attended at the time and pl ace
above mentioned and took stenographic record
of the proceedings in the above-entitled
matter;

THAT the foregoing transcript is a true
and accurate transcript of the same and the
whol e thereof, according to the best of my
ability and belief.

I N WM TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set

my hand this 26th day of July, 2021.

STEFANI E KRUT
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