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ANN DESIMONE, HEALTH DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC COMMENT:

META MEREDAY
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CHAIRWOMAN WALKER: I'd like to call 

the Health and Social Services Committee 

together and I'll ask the Clerk to please 

take the roll.  

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you, Madam 

Chairwoman.  Health and Social Service 

roll call. 

Legislator Joshua Lafzan?

LEGISLATOR LAFAZAN:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Arnold 

Drucker?  

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Here

CLERK PULITZER:  Ranking Member 

Delia Deriggi-Whitton?  

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator

C. William Gaylor, III?  

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:  Present.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Laura 

Schaefer?  

LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Vice Chairwoman 

Mazi Melesa Pilip?  

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Here.
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CLERK PULITZER:  Chairwoman Rose 

Marie Walker?  

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Here.  

CLERK PULITZER:  We have a quorum, 

Ma'am.

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Thank you.  

There's two items before us. Clerk 

items 351 and 352 are both ordinances 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 

ordinance in connection with the Health 

Department. May have a motion, please?  

Legislator Gaylor, seconded by Legislator 

Lafazan. All set. 

MS. DESIMONE:  Good afternoon, Ann 

Desimone, Nassau County Department of 

Health. Item 351-22 is actually two 

items. One is the supplemental 

appropriation in the amount of $118,144 

for the children and youth with special 

healthcare needs. This is funded by New 

York State Department of Health. This 

program provides information and referral 

to families of children up to age 21 who 

have special healthcare needs. Any 
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questions? 

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Any questions on 

that part of Clerk Item 351? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  And part two?

MS. DESIMONE:  Part two is a 

supplemental appropriation in the amount 

of $966,202 for the Early Intervention 

Administration Grant received from the 

New York State Department of Health.

Early intervention is a mandated 

program that identifies toddlers and 

infants 0 to 3 who are at risk for 

delayed development. EI provide services 

to ensure that eligible infants and 

toddlers with developmental delays and 

disabilities receive appropriate 

services. 

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Okay. And this 

is an area where we said we've seen an 

increase in, especially since COVID.

MS. DESIMONE:  Correct.

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Any other 
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questions from the legislators?  

Legislative Drucker. 

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Thank you, 

Madam Chair. 

Does it define what developmental 

disabilities it includes? 

MS. DESIMONE:  It's a wide range. 

They may not be hitting milestones. 

Sometimes they have medical diagnosis.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Would hearing 

deficiency?

MS. DESIMONE:  Certainly. Certainly.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Thank you. 

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  And these are 

usually detected by a child's 

pediatrician or even a parent who feel 

that sometimes it's their second child or 

whatever, or they have no other children 

of that age and they feel like their 

child is way behind. 

MS. DESIMONE:  Yes. 

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  So then they 

just reach out to a pediatrician who then 

refers them to the County. 
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MS. DESIMONE:  Correct or parents 

can call as well. 

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Okay. Any other 

questions from the legislators? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Any public 

comment?

MS. MEREDAY:  Good afternoon. Meta 

J. Mereday.  With regard to the two 

grants, I didn't get the amount of the 

first one. I'm just concerned if there is 

-- if we're looking at the funding that 

we're providing to children and youth and 

not shortchanging, again, because the 

increased needs within our vulnerable 

population. And are we identifying any 

additional resources if the County is 

more involved with providing funding and 

resources in other areas until crisis 

hits and then all of a sudden you have 

people saying, oh, we needed to have more 

money. I'm thinking if we if we put more 

money into the system more proactively 
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versus reactively, we might get better 

outcomes. 

Also, the $966,000, I believe she 

said, with regard to early intervention, 

does that tie into anything that has to 

deal with the maternal mortality rate for 

black women, which is 3 to 4 times 

higher? So if black women are dying in 

childbirth, you know, there's a number of 

children that are now motherless, and we 

don't know what that impact is on that 

child early on and if the Health 

Department is actively and aggressively 

addressing that situation, because it is 

impacting mothers of color here in Nassau 

County. 

So I'm just concerned if there was 

an increase, as well as the resources 

that are going towards the special youth 

component in the first scenario as well 

as the early intervention. How broad is 

this early intervention support system 

and is it inclusive in addressing issues 

that are impacting, again, underserved 
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communities in Nassau County? Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Ann, do you have 

any information on?  

MS. DESIMONE:  So I know this is a 

topic that's well covered, but I will get 

the exact data from the Director of 

Maternal Child Health on your question.

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Okay. And if you 

could share that with all of us on the 

Committee. Thank you. 

Clerk Item 352-22.

MS. DESIMONE:  Sure. That is a 

supplemental appropriation for the 

Bathing Beach Water Quality Monitoring 

and Notification Program for the amount 

of $58,350. This is New York State 

Department of Health funding and is 

mandated through the New York State 

Sanitary Code. This program provides 

beach water quality monitoring at 56 

permitted beaches in the county. Public 

notification is required when there is a 

closure or an opening. Any questions? 

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  You know, really 
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just to comment on my behalf.  I thank 

you for this past summer, it was often 

that we got information regarding beach 

closure closures. And let's hope that 

next summer is a better summer and don't 

have to close the beaches as much. 

MS. DESIMONE:  I will pass that 

along to the program director. Thank you. 

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Thank you. Any 

other questions or concerns? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Any public 

comment?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Hearing none. 

All in favor of Clerk Items 351-22 and 

352-22 signify by saying aye.

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Health and Social Services 

Committee respond in favor.)

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Any opposed, any 

abstentions?  
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(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Then they will 

both move on to Finance. No other 

business before the Committee. We have a 

motion to adjourn by Legislator Schaefer, 

seconded by Legislator Lafazan. 

All in favor of adjourning signify 

by saying aye.

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Health and Social Committee 

respond in favor with aye.)

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Any opposed or  

abstained?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  We adjourn.  

Next is Finance.

(Whereupon, Health and 

Social Services Commission 

adjourns, 2:35 p.m.)
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STATE OF NEW YORK )
:  SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public for and 

within the State of New York, do hereby 

certify:

That the above is a correct transcription 

of my stenographic notes. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 

my hand this 7th day of November, 2022.

 Karen Lorenzo
 KAREN LORENZO
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