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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO: I'm 

going to call this meeting of the 

Legislature to order and ask our Colonel 

Legislator Bill Gaylor, to lead us in the 

Pledge.  

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:  All right, 

everyone.  Hand over heart and join me.  

(Whereupon, the Pledge of 

Allegiance is said by all.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Mike, 

Could you please call the roll for the 

Full Legislature  

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you, 

Presiding Officer. 

Roll call:  Deputy Presiding Officer 

Howard Kopel?  

LEGISLATOR KOPEL:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Alternate Deputy 

Presiding Officer Denise Ford?

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Here.  

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Siela 

Bynoe?  

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Carrie 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 08.07.23

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516 7

 

A. Solages?  

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Debra 

Mule?  

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator C. 

William Gaylor, III?  

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:  Present.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator John 

Giuffre?  

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Mazi 

Pilip?  

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Delia 

DeRiggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator James 

Kennedy?  

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Thomas 

McKevitt?  

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Laura 
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Schaefer?  

LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator John 

Ferretti?  

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Arnold 

Drucker?  

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Rose 

Marie Walker?  

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Joshua 

Lafazan?  

LEGISLATOR LAFAZAN:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Michael 

Giangregorio?

CLERK PULITZER:  Minority Leader 

Kevan Abrahams?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Presiding Officer 

Richard Nicolello?

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Here.   

CLERK PULITZER:  We have a quorum, 

sir.  
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Okay. 

Thank you very much. We are going to go 

right into the public comment portion of 

our meeting. If anyone would like to make 

public comments, we ask that you fill out 

a slip which will be on the table to our 

right and to your left. Submit the slip 

and you'll be called on in turn. 

First speaker is Susan Hansen.

MS. HANSEN:  I spoke before this 

Legislature in July and brought to your 

attention an organization that has 

uncovered questionable voter and election 

data in New York state and county 

databases, including Nassau County. That 

should shock you. The organization is New 

York Citizens Audit and their website is 

AuditNY.com. 

In addition, they have sent each of 

you a summary of their findings and 

concerns. I hope you've all taken a look 

at it. And if not, that you will now. 

Today you are scheduled to vote on 

over 30 resolutions. I do not believe 
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that any one of them is as critical as 

the resolution NYCA is proposing. 

Nassau County is one of 62 counties 

in the state of New York. Each of these 

counties maintains their own database 

containing registration records and 

voting history for every voter. The 

county data is transferred to the state, 

which maintains its own database, and the 

information is essentially duplicated for 

all 62 counties. 

In addition to county and state 

data, there is a third category. A report 

by the Secretary of State which publishes 

official election results. Theoretically, 

all this information should tie out; it 

does not. New York Citizens Audit 

obtained electronic copies of this data, 

and after extensive analysis over the 

past two years, has uncovered significant 

discrepancies and concerns, including 

with Nassau County.

Over 61,000 Nassau voters were found 

in the state database that were missing 
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in your county database. Over 26,000 of 

them voted in the 2020 election. The 

state database contained over 600,000 

Nassau voters flagged as purged with no 

purge date. Nearly 14,000 of them voted. 

And over 100 Nassau residents that voted 

were older than the oldest living 

American as well. These findings and more 

are documented on their website:  

AuditNY.com. 

This Body, the Full Nassau County 

Legislature, has the authority, and I 

dare say the obligation, to review these 

findings and take the necessary 

corrective measures. The New York 

Citizens Audit speakers here today have 

all filled out cards with contact 

information. I would encourage each of 

you to reach out to us and we can put you 

directly in touch with the executive 

director, Marly Hornick.

Thank you in advance for your 

concern with resolving this most 

important issue.
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Denise 

Olexa.

MS. OLEXA:  Good afternoon. 

New York Citizens Audit is working 

with Andrew Paquette, PhD, a brilliant 

cyber intelligence and cyber security 

expert. He discovered four hidden 

algorithms in the New York State voter 

rolls, also known as NYS Voter. The 

algorithms found in the databases link 

County Voter Identification and State 

Board of Elections Identification numbers 

in such a way that it could be used as a 

third ID number, which then could be used 

to clandestinely tag and track records of 

interest such as phantom voters. 

Every county official that Dr. 

Paquette spoke with about this subject 

stated they had no idea the algorithms 

existed. None had seen any sign of their 

existence prior to these findings. The 

algorithms performed no security function 

and they were not designed to optimize 

database performance.
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Regardless, fictitious records and 

votes, cloned records, and deletion of 

records all violate the law. We know 

election fraud has occurred. There is too 

much evidence to deny it with any 

credibility. Whoever is responsible for 

the algorithms is deliberately or 

negligently violating the law on a 

systemic and regular basis.

Dr. Paquette's findings about New 

York's voter roll algorithms were 

recently peer reviewed and published in a 

scientific journal, The Journal of 

Information Warfare. What is most 

significant about this peer reviewed 

article is it proves that the 

manipulation present in NYS Voter 

database right now is scientific fact. It 

may provide an explanation of the 

inaccuracies and irregularities. It 

proves a, "Total loss of control data 

breach", the most severe kind of data 

breach recognized by our federal 

government. 
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The law says it renders the affected 

NYS Voter database completely 

untrustworthy. It proves that New York 

citizens audits research team's data is 

solid, reliable and can be replicated. It 

is not based on opinion or conjecture. It 

proves that New York State election 

officials certified provably inaccurate 

elections. They ignored New York Citizens 

Audits, notification of the 2020 election 

irregularities and proceeded to run and 

certify the 2022 election. This is 

against the black letter rule of law. 

We ask that you support this effort 

by signing the resolution for an audit of 

the New York State 2022 general election.

For more information, please visit 

AuditNY.com. 

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Thank 

you. 

Julie Spanarelli.

MS. SPANARELLI:  Hi, my name is 

Julie Spanarelli.  I'm from Centereach, 
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New York. I'm a 28 year veteran math 

teacher. In the classroom, if I give out 

35 tests, I get 35 tests. If I get 34, 

I'm calling you guys as parents. If I was 

to get 36 or 37 tests, I'd probably lose 

my mind.

Well, I'm here as a volunteer from 

New York Citizens Audit. And I'm telling 

you, I've seen mathematical voting 

irregularities. Under federal law, Title 

3, Section 301, there's two kinds of 

elections:  Accurate and invalid.  There 

is no gray area; two plus two equals 

four.

It gets better. To be accurate, 

elections must meet extremely stringent 

standards established under federal law. 

Do you know who made the federal law? The 

Democrats back in 2000. And they were the 

election deniers at that point. In order 

for an election to be valid and, 

therefore, certifiable, the law 

specifically states an allowable error 

rate in federal elections:  1 in 
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10,000,000 ballot positions or 1 in 

125,000 ballots. According to the Federal 

Election Assistance Commission, that is 

the legal standard. This rate is set at a 

sufficiently stringent level such that 

the likelihood of voting system errors 

affecting the outcome of an election is 

exceptionally remote, even in the closest 

of an elections. That's a quote. 

When it comes to federal elections, 

there are no honest mistakes. In New 

York's 2020 general election, it provided 

countless examples of how the standard 

was being ignored. With the claim of 8.6 

million votes cast, the Board of 

Elections is allowed a grace regarding 

only 69 ballots. Yet the New York State 

voter database, the official registration 

record, according to the law, shows 

740,000 votes cast by registrations that 

are either illegal or invalid. 

If you're not familiar how data is 

collected, we have the county level, 

which sends the information to the state 
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level, which sends it over to the 

Secretary of State. It looks like a 

triangle.  All the numbers are supposed 

to add up. So we send information from 

Nassau, Suffolk County, it's supposed to 

match the information at the state level 

and at the certified level, the Secretary 

of State.

So I'm going to ask you specifically 

and give you some information about New 

York State. Do you know the difference 

between what Nassau County precinct vote 

tabulation counted versus what New York 

State Board of Elections counted? They 

had 1293 person voter discrepancy. 

There's supposed to be the same. 

Do you know the differences between 

Nassau County precinct vote tabulation in 

the New York state certified results? 

Again, they're supposed to match. It was 

5613.

Do you know the difference that 

existed in vote tabulation between New 

York State Board of Elections and the 
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Secretary of State? There was 6906 

people. People's votes are missing.  I'm 

definitely not okay with that.

Are you aware that Nassau County 

voter rolls maintained by the New York 

State Board of Elections demonstrate 

there are duplicate state board 

identification numbers? They're like 

Social Security numbers. It's one per 

person per life. Whether you move in and 

out of towns, in and out of the state and 

come back.

Here in your backyard. There are 

194,963 duplicate state board ID numbers 

and 405 of these people voted more than 

once, according to the law. Any voter's 

information that has to be purged has to 

have a purge date (buzzer).

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Please 

sum up.

MS. SPANARELLI:  Just remember, 

there's two kinds of elections here in 

America, accurate and invalid. There's no 

gray areas. But what I just showed you 
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and what my friends have showed you guys, 

we had invalid elections. 

Please help us fix this for our 

future generations. Thanks, guys, for 

your work.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Thank 

you. 

Richard Clolery.

MR. CLOLERY:  Hello once again. My 

name is Richard Clolery, representing 

East Meadow. I got a whole lot of stuff I 

want to get off my chest. 

We have problems all across the 

board. Roads that have no sidewalks that, 

goodness forbid, if any driver was 

distracted, he would hit that poor 

person. Pedestrians getting hit and 

sinkholes in our roads. What's going on? 

I mean, you guys claim that you care 

about drivers. What about pedestrians, 

too?  Have you been reading the Newsday 

recently? Anyone? Come on, I don't bite. 

Really. Anyway. 

And also it's getting more 
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unaffordable here in the county. I mean, 

housing prices have gone up. Car prices 

have gone up, which means if ordinary  

people can't afford cars. What county do 

you have?

I'm pleading with you to consider 

pushing for affordable housing options. 

You aren't going to let Hochul have her 

way.

And also we need to increase funding 

for the buses all across the board. I 

mean, our bus systems are for the most 

part are spotty, but could have potential 

to help people. And considering that we 

might be getting a casino, eventually, it 

would help people get to and from the 

casinos, don't you think? 

Let's face facts. Everything is 

changing. Car affordability has gone 

straight to hell. Housing affordability 

has gone straight to hell. And don't get 

me started with some of the roads here.  

There's some roads that don't have 

sidewalks and bike lanes.  How is a 
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person supposed to transfer safely along 

these certain roads if there's no 

sidewalk? I mean, you're literally either 

have to walk in the grass or walk in the 

street and, goodness forbid, if there's a 

distracted driver, which believe me, it's 

much more likely to happen these days. I 

mean, more recently and matter of fact, 

today I heard about a pedestrian accident 

and a bike fatality. A car driver hit a 

poor biker who was minding his own.

Well, that's all I have to say. Have 

a good day. 

Before I go, does anyone have any 

questions for me? 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  No, 

we're good. Thank you, Richard. 

Georgina Cornago.

MS. CORNAGO:   Thank you for having 

me. I'm here to speak about the 

legislation of epinephrine and vehicles 

for first responders, the importance of 

its safety and why it's so necessary for 

it to be in place. Suffolk County just 
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had that pass, and it is imperative for 

Nassau County to pass that. 

First of all, epinephrine is a 

lifesaving medication and it is the only 

medication that will help stop 

anaphylaxis. 32 million Americans are 

affected with food allergies; 6 million 

children have food allergies. 

And I'll backtrack a little bit. 

Sorry. My name is Georgina Cornago and I 

run the Love for Giovanni Foundation. I 

founded that foundation when I lost my 

son to Anaphylaxis back in 2013. In two 

weeks, my son would be 24, and in two 

months it'll be ten years since I lost 

him. So I've been working very hard for 

the last ten years to pass all these 

legislative bills to help save other 

lives so that they would not know the 

pain that I feel. 

So back to the statistics. There are 

over 1500 deaths a year due to 

anaphylaxis.  That's an estimation and 

there's probably a lot more than that. 
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Gio's law was passed in 2019, and that is 

the Epi in first responder vehicles, and 

that's through New York State. That is 

only an allowance. And we're hoping to 

make that a requirement because again, it 

saves lives. It is a no-brainer to have 

that available. 

Lynbrook has already put that in 

place as well. And from having that in 

place, they already saved three lives. 

They funded it in Northwell Health. 

I know I only have a few seconds 

left. Again, epinephrine should be in the 

same place as all AED devices. It should 

be in restaurants. It should be in public 

entities. Stock epinephrine is an 

authorized entity. We do not need an 

authorized prescription for epinephrine. 

It is something that we really need to 

think about putting in every place as 

possible. 

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Ms. 

Cornago, first of all, we want to express 
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our condolences, deepest condolences on 

the loss of your son. 

MS. CORNAGO:  Thank you. 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  I saw 

the article in the newspaper about 

Suffolk County Legislature passing the 

law that you just referenced. It seemed 

like a good idea to me. And I actually 

had the same law filed here at the 

Clerk's Office. But after filing it and 

in discussions with the Police 

Department, there are issues here at 

Nassau County. The way our police work is 

different than in Suffolk. And we have 

representatives of the police, I believe, 

here, who can provide a little bit of 

information on this. So we've asked them 

to come today for this purpose.

MS. CORNAGO:  Okay. 

OFFICER O'MELIA:  Hi.  James 

O'Melia. I'm the assistant director for 

the Nassau County Police Department 

Emergency Ambulance Bureau.

Here in Nassau County, as opposed to 
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Suffolk County, we have a paid full time 

ambulance integrated with the Police 

Department that responds with the police 

officers on all their aided cases. All 

our ambulances are advanced life support 

certified with a paramedic on board.  We 

carry epinephrine on every ambulance and 

we are capable and willing and we give it 

all the time. 

The need to have it in the police 

cars is less here than in Suffolk, where 

they may have to wait for volunteers to 

show up and it can be a considerable 

amount of time depending on the location. 

We don't have the same geographic areas 

to cover here. Our response time is much 

greater and we have that covered in the 

existing way our ambulance works within 

the Police Department.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Okay. 

My understanding from speaking to Kris 

Kalender is that Nassau County police are 

emergency medical responders. As 

emergency medical responders, they cannot 
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on their own administer EpiPen. In other 

words, if someone is unconscious, they 

are not permitted to do that, the Nassau 

County Police.  And that, in fact, they 

have 9 to 10 days of training in the 

police academy. To administer the EpiPen 

to someone who is non-responsive, you 

need to be an EMT, which takes six months 

of training.

So our police, unlike Suffolk 

County, do not have the same ability 

under state law to administer the EpiPen. 

So it presents a conflict. And as the 

officer just indicated, we have police 

medics here and each one of the buses or 

ambulances is fully equipped with the 

EpiPen.

So unlike Suffolk, we're faced with 

a different situation. You could put the 

EpiPen in the police cars, but the police 

are not permitted to administer it to a 

non-responsive person. So it has created 

a problem for us.

MS. CORNAGO:  Why is that? Why are 
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they not? 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Because the police in Suffolk are trained 

EMTs to take six months of training to 

become an EMT, a medical emergency 

medical technician. The police in Nassau 

County are emergency medical responders. 

They don't have the same training. They 

do get some training in first aid, it's 

about 9 to 10 days in the police academy. 

That's first. 

And secondly, in Nassau, unlike in 

Suffolk, we have an Ambulance Bureau. We 

have police, EMTs, AMTs who will come to 

the scene fairly quickly. So we have a 

different situation scenario here in 

Nassau County. 

MS. CORNAGO:  So in order to become 

epinephrine trained, it takes ten minutes 

to get a certification on epinephrine 

training. Anyone can become trained on 

how to give epinephrine.  We are all 

backed on the Good Citizen Law to give 

epinephrine. And anyone that carries 
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epinephrine gives that okay to be given 

epinephrine if you are suffering from an 

allergic reaction from anaphylaxis. So.  

I don't know.  I don't understand.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  The 

difference here is what do the state 

regulations and requirements say about 

what a police officer can do? And since 

they are emergency medical responders and 

not EMTs, they would not be able to 

administer epinephrine to someone who is 

unconscious. They simply would not. 

They're barred by law. 

In Suffolk, unlike in Nassau, each 

police officer is an EMT. So they are 

permitted by law to do it, whereas in 

Nassau County, they're not.

MS. CORNAGO:  Okay. So then can I 

ask you -- so Gio's Law was passed in 

2019. And in that law, it does say that 

all first responders are able to give 

epinephrine and they allowed to be 

trained to administer. So within that 

law, doesn't that mean that every police 
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officer or -- 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  I'm 

told that's not the case with respect to 

our police officers. This is the 

information I'm getting from the head of 

the union that is responsible for the 

EMTs, very knowledgeable about it as well 

as from the Administration and the Police 

Department. So I'm not sure what the 

effects of Gio's law are, but I'm being 

told that because of regulations and 

because of the training that our police 

have, as opposed to Suffolk County, they 

would not be able to administer EpiPen to 

someone who unconscious. They simply 

would be barred by doing it. 

And again, the distinction also is 

that we have a full Ambulance Bureau. 

Every one of those ambulances is fully 

stocked with the materials that make up 

epinephrine.

MS. CORNAGO:  Right. But an 

ambulance is still not the police 

vehicle.
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  You're 

right.

MS. CORNAGO:  And not every 

ambulance is equipped with epinephrine or 

not every ambulance is -- so there's EMT. 

There's there's EMS. Right. And aren't 

there certain ones that are allowed to 

give epinephrine and certain ones are not 

allowed to give epinephrine?

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  My 

understanding is that all of our 

ambulance, medical technicians, the EMTs  

on our ambulances are authorized to 

administer epinephrine. And each one of 

the ambulances here in Nassau County, 

they don't have epinephrine, the brand 

name. But what they do have is the  

elements and each one of them has that. 

So they can do that.

MS. CORNAGO:  Okay, so. So how come 

Lynbrook, they are police officers?  

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  They 

may have trained their entire police 

department to become EMTs.
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MS. CORNAGO:  And we can't train our 

police officers?

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  We'd 

have to train all of our 2000 plus police 

officers in the six months of training at 

the academy to become an EMT.

MS. CORNAGO:  That only takes a few 

minutes. You watch a video.  I mean, I 

understand. I'm just giving you the -- 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  I 

appreciate it. You're advocating, which 

is -- 

MS. CORNAGO:  I'm advocating. I 

guess we say, you know, if you don't live 

it, you don't get it. If you had somebody 

that had food allergies and who had a 

life threatening, you would understand 

more that why you would want to.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Okay. 

Thank you. 

MS. CORNAGO:  Thank you. 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Deputy 

Presiding Officer Kopel?

LEGISLATOR KOPEL:  Yes. I just want 
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to say that I've met you, and it's 

enormously admirable and unusual that 

someone who's suffered such an enormous 

tragedy can take that and spin it and use 

it to do something good, to do good for 

other people, to prevent other people 

from having the same loss. It is a 

magnificent thing to do. I just hope you 

have the strength to continue your good 

work and I hope that you're successful in  

getting us all to a situation we don't 

have to worry about this quite as much. I 

know that I've got grandchildren who 

carry around pens and I know people worry 

about this kind of thing. And it's scary; 

it's scary. 

So I just want to say thank you for 

what you're doing. Keep on doing it and 

lots of strength to you.

MS. CORNAGO:  Thank you so much.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Thank 

you again.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Do you 

think maybe it's just worth us just 
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checking with the Gio's law? Because I 

believe that most police officers are 

trained in Narcan. So I don't know what 

would be the difference. And I don't 

know.  I'm not saying --

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  From 

what I was told, the difference with 

Narcan is there's absolutely no side 

effects of Narcan. If you administer 

EpiPen, there's an issue with potential 

cardiac issues. 

MS. CORNAGO:  So I have letters. I 

have letters from doctors also stating 

the importance and that there is no 

contradiction. 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Okay.  

If you want to provide that to us, we'd 

very much like to have.

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Excuse me, ma'am. 

Sorry. My condolences, as well, to you.

But, you know, since we have a paid 

EMS and I'm hoping that even our 

volunteer firefighters that are trained 

would have these EpiPens -- but New York 
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City, I just checked with my son, the 

police department in New York City. I 

don't believe they don't have EpiPens in 

their cars either. 

MS. CORNAGO:  They don't. 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  He told me that if 

they find somebody who's non-responsive 

and they have an EpiPen on them, then 

they are at that time permitted to 

administer the EpiPen. But New York City 

doesn't carry them either. And if they 

don't have them and if they're 

non-responsive, they just can't take an 

EpiPen and administer to that person 

either.

So I think that it's an area that 

perhaps we need to look into to find out 

what we need to do to see if we can make 

this work. Because I understand. My 

granddaughter, she has an EpiPen and it 

talks to you.  So even I would be able to 

administer it because it'll tell me what 

to do, which is very helpful. 

But I think that maybe there are 
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just some concerns with the EpiPens. And 

very little comfort to you, but I think 

we need to take a look at the whole issue 

with EpiPens and how do we make it so 

that hopefully it will be more accessible 

so that we could save the lives of many 

more people.

MS. CORNAGO:  I can read to you the 

section on -- 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  If you 

want to provide that to us, that's fine.

MS. CORNAGO:  Okay.  Anything else?

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  No, 

we're good.  And again, thank you very 

much for coming. 

Pearl Jacobs.

MS. JACOBS:  I would respectfully 

request that my questions here and my 

talking points be answered after I finish 

speaking, please. Thank you. 

I would like to start off by saying 

Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton, please accept 

my apologies for failing to acknowledge 

your great concern for your constituents 
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and the integrity that you demonstrated 

regarding the lease transfer vote. Thank 

you for placing your constituents quality 

of life above personal ambitions and 

monetary influences. 

Question to Legislator Abrahams:  

Where are the cameras for Uniondale that 

we were promised in October 2020, 2022? 

Almost a year has passed. No updates. No 

cameras. Jerusalem Avenue is now a 

raceway. 

Question to the Legislative Body, 

What are you as lawmakers?  What are your 

plans to do about the significant 

increase in accidents in Nassau County? 

Drunk driving, driving under the 

influence, dangerous driving and total 

lack of adherence to traffic laws are 

resulting in an increase in devastating 

accidents and fatalities on our roadways.

I am sure that you have seen many of 

the maneuvers that occur on our parkways. 

Drivers cutting in and out of traffic 

while driving upwards of 80 miles an 
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hour. Residents homes are now being 

destroyed by reckless drivers speeding 

through residential streets. 

There is a solution to help mitigate 

these horrific accidents and fatalities. 

That solution would be camera technology. 

I have previously spoken before this 

legislative body about camera technology 

and its effectiveness in reducing traffic 

accidents. I shared the data and it 

appears that it fell on deaf ears. New 

York City is utilizing camera technology 

and it has been very effective in 

reducing accidents and fatalities. Many 

states across our country are using 

camera technology. Why not Nassau County? 

I hope it's not because you are pandering 

to constituents that are against camera 

technology.

Why would anyone be against a 

technology that has proven to reduce 

accidents resulting in lives saved? I am 

sure residents that obey the the laws of 

the road and drive for the safety of 
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their selves and others would welcome 

camera technology. Wouldn't you scratch 

your head and wonder why some residents 

would push against this technology? I say 

to you, as lawmakers of Nassau County, 

this is your issue to own and to make, 

right? If you fail to act on this, you 

are just as guilty as the reckless 

motorists who cause mayhem and death on 

our roadways. 

Thank you, Assemblywoman Solages, 

for introducing a bill to add speed 

cameras on the Southern State Parkway to 

improve safety. I greatly admire your 

commitment to doing what's right. We woke 

up to this this morning (referring) three 

dead, two incidents in Nassau County.

I frequently think of the two young 

men. I want to I want to speak their 

names:  Drew Hassenbein and Ethan 

Falkowitz, both 14 years old, killed on 

May 3rd by a drunk driver. And all they 

were doing was coming from a restaurant, 

eating after a tennis match. 
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August 4th, late night collision in 

Roslyn, critical condition -- this is 

every single day; every single day. And I 

say again, as legislators, lawmakers, you 

are just as guilty as the people who 

commit these atrocities if you do nothing 

about it. 

Legislator Abrahams, can you answer 

my question, please, about the cameras on 

Jerusalem Avenue that we are still 

waiting for? And Jerusalem Avenue is now 

a raceway.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Okay. Is it 

okay for me to respond?

MS. JACOBS:  Yes, you may.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Thank you very 

much. I appreciate you letting me 

respond. 

That being said, I spoke to the 

Commissioner over a month ago. His 

response was that basically he was 

pushing to get the installation of the 

cameras in 30 days. He felt that that 

should be able to get done. Obviously, 
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you're telling me that the cameras are 

not installed.

MS. JACOBS:  Well, I haven't heard 

any update, so you don't know.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  So you don't 

know if they're installed or not?

MS. JACOBS:  I have no idea. As I 

said, no one has given me an update or I 

do not know.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Gotcha.

So I'll follow up with the 

Commissioner. He based off this e-mail 

that he sent me on June 26th, I would 

think now that July 26th has passed that 

they have been installed. So I will 

follow up with them to make sure. 

Your next question.

MS. JACOBS:  Obviously, they haven't 

been installed because they're still 

using Jerusalem Avenue as a raceway. 

Okay. The cars are racing.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I'm not too 

sure what cameras we're talking about 

now.
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MS. JACOBS:  I'm talking about that 

we were talking about putting cameras on 

Jerusalem Avenue.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  What kind of 

cameras on Jerusalem Avenue?

MS. JACOBS:  Well, we want cameras, 

you know, that give you --

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Speed cameras.

MS. JACOBS:  Speed cameras. Exactly.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  That's not the 

cameras that I've been talking to 

Commissioner Ryder about for the last 

three years.

MS. JACOBS:  I asked for both. And 

the cameras that promised by Commissioner 

Ryder, I would appreciate if you give 

back to me on that.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Ms. Jacobs, 

I'm going to be very clear, because maybe 

something's changed. The cameras we have 

talked about where the cameras are going 

to be permanent installed cameras located 

on Uniondale Avenue in the business 

district. That's what we talked about.
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MS. JACOBS:  Okay. So would you 

expedite that or find out what's going on 

with that, please?  

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  That's what 

I'm talking about.  Now speed cameras, 

that's going to take an initiation of 

this Legislative Body and the County 

Executive for it to happen. Commissioner 

Ryder cannot do that on his own.

MS. JACOBS:  Okay.  Well, I'm 

speaking about that now. Okay. There's 

too many deaths. There's too many 

fatalities. People's homes are being ran 

into. This is absolutely ridiculous. 

Nassau County, New York City, 2.0. Keep 

it up. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  You're 

welcome.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Chris 

Jacobs. 

MR. JACOBS:  Good afternoon. Chris 

Jacobs Uniondale, New York. 

About two months ago, I came and 

talked about the Martin Luther King Peace 
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Park at the corner of Nassau Road and 

Uniondale Avenue, and it hasn't been 

touched. I know I had an extensive 

conversation with Legislator Abrahams 

about that. 

I took pictures of it yesterday on 

my way to Southern State Parkway, and you 

can see there's garbage overflowing with 

it. There's litter throughout the park, 

and the fence hasn't been touched since 

it got hit near Mother's Day.

So I'm asking you, Legislator 

Abrahams, it hasn't been touched at all. 

This picture right here I took yesterday 

on my way at 12:00 in the afternoon. So 

if I can get some clarification on why it 

hasn't been addressed.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  So DPW and the 

Parks Department are aware of it. The 

last conversation we had that it was 

basically securing the procurement. I 

envisioned that we might even be doing a 

contract for today and our Rules 

Committee. But I envision we're going to 
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be approving a contract relatively soon 

that's going to include the work to be 

done.

MR. JACOBS:  Okay. So can you give 

me a timeframe on when it should be 

fixed?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I can't give 

you a timeframe. I can tell you that it's 

going to get done. I can't give you a 

timeframe because we haven't even hired 

the contractor yet to do it.

MR. JACOBS:  No contractor.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  That's what I 

just said.  I just said that. So why are 

you acting surprised? Like I said, no 

contractor?

MR. JACOBS:  No, because -- 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I just said we 

got to approve the contract in our Rules 

Committee. I just said that.

MR. JACOBS:  Oh, you gotta approved 

the contract for --

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Yes, sir. Yes, 

sir. 
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MR. JACOBS:  But this doesn't take a 

lot to fix. I mean, it's just a hit part 

right here.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  How about 

this? You and I go out there, we get a 

hammer and some screws, and we fix it 

ourselves?  Since it's not that hard to 

fix.

MR. JACOBS:  I can give you names of 

-- you look on Google Maps, you can get a 

name of fence repair people.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I'm kidding 

with you. I'm kidding.

MR. JACOBS:  I mean, it's not that 

hard. Nassau County got a lot of money.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Depends who 

you talk to.

MR. JACOBS:  Well, if we spend it 

correctly, we had a lot of money. 

Like I said, I see Eisenhower Park 

is so beautiful. It's very nice. They 

keep it up for the concerts and I go past 

this one on the Southern State and it 

looks like crap on a stick, but it's 
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okay.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  No one's 

saying it's okay. What I'm saying is that 

it's going through the procurement 

process to ensure that the fencing and 

the repairs are done. That's what I'm 

saying.

MR. JACOBS:  Okay. And as for the 

upkeep for the litter and the trash?  

Because actually the trash is 

overflowing, it's always overflowed on an 

everyday basis. It doesn't get picked up. 

I'll show you the pictures when I submit 

them, that on both sides of it on the 

Nassau Road side and the -- 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  So one of the 

initiatives that I would like to try to 

do, I'm not too sure I'm going to have 

the ability to do it because the 

procurement and the RFP process may go 

longer, is secure the cans with the lids. 

The problem becomes in our best efforts 

and this is my conversations with some of 

the park workers as well as the park 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 08.07.23

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516 47

 

supervisors, is that when the trash 

overflows at a very fast rate, faster 

than the collection can get there to do 

it, and then the wind comes and then it 

blows the trash everywhere.  It's not 

what people are doing. Some people may be 

dropping their trash, but the trash is 

overflowing and because the trash cans 

are not large enough and they don't have 

the proper lids on them, the trash is 

then blowing everywhere. That's what I 

hear as the issue that comes. 

So one of the initiatives I would 

like to do was to be able to develop a 

CRP.  And why I say I'm not I'm not sure 

I'm going to have the time to do it is 

because I have to develop the IMA and the 

CRP with the Sanitation District to be 

able to try to resolve it. And I don't 

know if it's going to be able to meet 

that time, but I'll start the process and 

then I guess from there we'll see where 

it goes.

MR. JACOBS:  Okay. Because I was 
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under the impression that it would have 

been fixed by now being in August. And I 

brought the issue up in June.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  What issue 

we're talking about?  I'm talking about 

the trash cans.

MR. JACOBS:  Trash cans, and also 

the fence being repaired.  To see it in 

other parks throughout Nassau County, 

they're beautiful parks and then to see 

this one that honors Martin Luther King 

be left to languish is troubling.  I'm of 

the mentality of this:  Wherever I go. I 

care about Nassau County. I care about 

all of Nassau County. I frequent Mineola 

every day commuting and if I saw Parks 

here, I would speak on that too. So, you 

know, in honor of Martin Luther King, it 

should be fixing an expeditious thing, an 

expeditious time frame, as Eisenhower's 

kept in pristine condition, especially 

during the summer concert series time. 

So, you know, these are different little 

issues we have, and hopefully we can work 
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together for a better solution.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  To be fair, 

you're looking at it through a lens of a 

Undiondale resident and -- 

MR. JACOBS:  No, I'm looking to an 

issue as a Nassau County resident because 

I bring up issues about all of Nassau 

County. 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Well, then as 

a Nassau County resident, you would know 

that there's been several repairs at 

Eisenhower that go way past. There's many 

repairs that happen at Eisenhower as well 

as parks in Legislative Nicolello's 

district and Christopher Morley, as well 

as all throughout the county that have 

gone much longer than what we're talking 

about at MLK.

MR. JACOBS:  Yes and no, because I 

go to Eisenhower to do my walking all the 

time, and especially during the 

summertime. During the wintertime when 

it's lighter because I do walk in the 

winter also, it does take longer, but 
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during the summertime it's expeditiously 

fixed. Kids play in the park all the 

time. People repair things.  Grills 

getting knocked down they're done in less 

than a week. 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I remember 

there were issues -- I used to bring my 

kids to Eisenhower Park all the time and 

there was repairs for the playground 

because some of the cushion mats were in 

disrepair -- Legislator Ford is nodding 

her head -- it took years of complaints 

and stuff to get those mats changed. 

I hear what you're saying.  If 

you're looking at it through a lens of 

Uniondale, that's okay. That's what you 

should do. What I'm saying is, the parks 

needing attention is across the board. 

MR. JACOBS:  I agree. 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  We as 

legislators are working as expeditiously 

as we can to ensure everything gets done 

as fast as possible. 

But I wouldn't say it's fair to use 
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the phrase languishing when you're 

talking about MLK, because you should 

have used that phrase when those 

playgrounds were in disrepair at 

Eisenhower Park, as well as some of the 

repairs and the pool repairs that 

Legislator Nicolello had waited on for 

years, I remember, at Christopher Morley.

MR. JACOBS:  Languishing based on 

the fact that if something is in 

disrepair, it should be fixed.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  You're saying 

in a phrase like Uniondale is being 

penalized.

MR. JACOBS:  Not necessarily.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Okay.  I just 

want to make sure I understand.

MR. JACOBS:  Uniondale has always 

been at the back end of things, and I 

know that for a fact.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Not in this 

case, though.

MR. JACOBS:  No. Well, like I said, 

certain parks get preferential treatment 
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during times and I get that. But however, 

to have something not even be touched 

since Mother's Day when they got hit, 

whether they inspected it or not, it's a 

simple repair.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  By your by 

your criteria then everything is 

languishing. 

MR. JACOBS:  No, it should be by 

your criteria.  You're the 

representative.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: By my criteria, 

we are working as expeditiously as 

possible to get it done.

MR. JACOBS:  Okay. Well, I hold you 

to that and I'll be seeing you soon.  I'm 

going to submit this.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Absolutely. 

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Meta 

J. Mereday. Good afternoon. 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Ms. Mereday, 

I'm sorry. I just want to give a 

response. We actually got a response for 
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Ms. Jacobs.  

Ms. Jacobs, we have a response for 

you on the cameras. I want to thank Mr. 

Leimone for getting back to us so you 

have the proper response.  Cameras one 

and two have been installed and the rest 

are being installed as we speak.

MS. JACOBS:  Okay. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Let's be 

clear, though. These are the permanent 

cameras that you and I discussed in my 

office many, many years ago on Uniondale 

Avenue. This has nothing to do with speed 

cameras.

MS. JACOBS:  Well, thank you for the 

update. I appreciate that. But it would 

have been nice if that was communicated 

to me.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I'm 

communicating it to you now. 

MS. JACOBS:  I'm saying previously. 

I wouldn't have came up here and asked 

about the cameras for Uniondale Avenue if 

I knew they were already installed.
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LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I understand.

MS. JACOBS:  And hopefully the 

others will be installed expeditiously.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Yes. 

MS. JACOBS:  I hope they're 

installed because there's a lot of things 

going on on Uniondale Avenue that those 

cameras should have caught in the last 

couple of months.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Absolutely. We 

agree. 

MS. JACOBS:  Legislator Abrahams 

Don't please don't pacify me. I'm not a 

person that could be pacified.  

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I'm not 

pacifying. I'm agreeing with you. 

MS. JACOBS:  I'm just saying that 

I'm going to speak with the police 

because those cameras should have caught 

several incidents that occurred over the 

past several weeks.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Well, I'm not 

too sure the police is going to share 

with you what they caught on camera.
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MS. JACOBS:  Well, I'm just saying, 

I just want to make sure the cameras are 

there.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I'm sure 

they're thinking of sharing stuff with 

you. I'm sure.

MS. JACOBS:  Like I said, don't 

pacify me.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Okay.  Have a 

great day.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Meta 

J. Mereday.

Where does one begin? Always with 

this group. Looking at the agenda today,  

again, it concerns me -- and I loved how 

one of the previous speakers used the 

term deliberately and systemically with 

regard to actions. And unfortunately, 

that is what's happening with many of the 

initiatives that our communities need and 

they don't seem to receive. 

So starting out, a literature review 

within humanities and social sciences, 

communications speaks to the ongoing 
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issues that many of us have in fighting 

against the casino. The fact that the 

Sands signed with a lucrative spa 

organization -- I'm all for a spa.  With 

four herniated discs and two bulges in my 

back and shoulder tendonitis as I stand 

here in pain and continue to try to come 

and to bring some reason and rationale to 

where the estimated $3.3 billion in this 

budget for Nassau County goes when I see 

communities of color and our communities, 

our veterans and our young people who 

continue to be somewhat or progressively, 

deliberately and systematically and 

systemically left out of the resource 

base.

Three things that they brought up 

with regard to northeast urban casinos:

1.  The fact that they continue to 

be built in mid to lower economic socio 

communities to the benefits.

2. Those promised benefits, you 

know, the increase in supports and 

resources that are going to help these 
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communities, in most cases over 85% do 

not bear fruit. So all of that that we 

talk about, that's going to help and to 

benefit these communities do not happen.

3.  Lastly, the impact on these 

communities that are already devastated. 

If anyone's reading Newsday highlights, 

you have broad stories about food 

deserts, not enough food, reaching 

families in their home tables as they're 

also struggling to meet their mortgages, 

poor and inadequate transports. As 

Richard stood up here and no one, not one 

of you, not one of you, gave him any 

encouragement. He asked us how did he do? 

But he comes here on a bus. And sometimes 

I myself have witnessed buses broke down. 

And that's the means of transportation 

for a majority of the residents that take 

care of maybe some of your friends and 

relatives. That's a disgrace. That is a 

disgrace. And now we're going to build a 

casino.

I live in Baldwin. The location 
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where the Baldwin sinkhole occurred is 

right at the corner where I go to get my 

watch fixed across the street from the 

drugstore where I get my medication. 

Interestingly enough, I was on Grand 

Avenue that day, going to that 

facility -- still haven't got the watch 

fixed -- touring that location to make 

sure that the residents were going to be 

okay. There's another sinkhole that 

popped up in Oceanside, but we're going 

to build a casino. 

Pearl Jacobs and the residents of 

Uniondale are stressing the importance of 

having a memorial park paying homage to a 

civil rights leader who lost his life. He 

lost his life not just speaking for 

blacks in America. He lost his life 

speaking for all in America. And if 

there's one piece of trash that 

desecrates that facility, it's not just 

negative to me, it's negative to all of 

us.

And as I said, I was flying back 
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from Alabama. Alabama. Birmingham, 

Alabama, where I was recognized by the 

National Association of Black 

Journalists, an organization on whose 

board I served for founding another 

organization, the National Black Public 

Relations Society, Inc., for my work in 

the community on a national level to 

address issues of concern. But I have to 

come back to Nassau County, the state of 

New York, which has taken the initiative 

to utilize a ruling out of the Supreme 

Court about the gerrymandering and the 

disenfranchisement of voters in this 

state. But I'm coming at Alabama. So we 

have to do better here. We have to step 

up here.

And lastly, we have to and I'm 

looking at you, Presiding Officer 

Nicolello, because I sent you myself an 

e-mail with regard to my ongoing concerns 

about the veterans in this county. I have 

not had the decency of a response. A 

smoke signal. Nothing from you, your 
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designee, your representative, nothing 

about what we need to do to provide more 

resources for our veterans. Nothing.

And if you want to talk about 

EpiPens, I'm all for that. But student 

athletes one and three every day are 

dying because of sudden cardiac arrest. 

What are we doing about defibrillators on 

these campuses and these athletic fields? 

So again, if you want to do something, if 

anybody has to say something about that. 

Support that. I'm standing here willing 

to listen. But if all of you are going to 

be crickets, guess what? The voters will 

speak next election. Mark my words. 

Dropping the mic. Goodbye.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Rose 

Pierre.  

MS. PIERRE:  Good afternoon. My name 

is Rose Pierre. I am from Lakeview. My 

address is 916 Orlando Avenue. I'm a 

little bit nervous, but it's my first 

time here, so please bear with me. 

I do have a concern, and it's a 
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concern that's been dawning on me for a 

really long time. For quite a few years. 

It's about the Lakeview Water Tower, 

water system, and it's a growing concern 

that Lakeview doesn't have its own water 

district or water tower. This is 

especially concerning because the water 

company, Liberty, is charging each 

household per unit as much as it does for 

gas and electricity.  Water is a God 

given necessity that shouldn't be treated 

as a non-renewable resource and shouldn't 

be associated with price gouging. 

I have noticed that the past couple 

of years, any new home complex that is 

built, infrastructure is included. For 

example, just up the street, we have a 

water tower. In addition, this year 

alone, I watched West Hempstead demolish 

an old water tower and completed a new 

one within weeks. 

Lakeview residents experience a 

variety of issues related to the water 

supply, and too often our water is 
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discolored and has an odor. Due to this 

unpredictability, some of us are 

apprehensive about using the water to 

cook, never mind drinking it. 

I have never in my life observed any 

other water company having its own 

personal, luxurious SUVs driving around 

at the expense of residents. It's 

something I have observed myself. 

Surprisingly, Liberty Water does. And as 

a result, Liberty bills its customers 

using filler fees, which states in my 

recent bill.

In my opinion, building a water 

tower for Lakeview would be more 

convenient and a lot less expensive for 

everybody. Also, in my opinion, Liberty 

Water treats its Lakeview residents as if 

we are oblivious and obtuse to the 

strategies that they're using to bill us. 

And it's unfair. 

In a meeting that I attended, 

Liberty reveals that it receives $50 

million per year to manage water. It 
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makes no sense. And today I am before you 

to please do something about it. I have 

gone to my local representatives and I 

was told nothing. So I'm coming before 

you to help us. That's it.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Legislator Bynoe.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Hi, Ms. Pierre.

MS. PIERRE:  Yes, hi.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Nice to meet you.  

So I haven't met you before?

MS. PIERRE:  No. 

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Yeah. So I am the 

local representative for Lakeview on this 

Body. 

So Liberty American Water, 

previously known as American Water, has 

worked diligently in that community after 

community representatives came to me to 

tell me about the brown water and 

sometimes the noxious smell that is 

associated with the water. They came out, 

they built water filtration systems in 

the area. They put millions of dollars in 
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the area. They changed mains. And they 

have a plan going forward how they're 

going to try and remediate the water 

issues there.

I have had community meetings 

regarding the water and I've advised 

residents to call the office, call 

Liberty Water First or American Water, 

whoever it was at the time, call them 

first, but then follow up with our office 

and make us aware of your call. And then 

what we do is then call Liberty Water to 

make them aware that we know what's 

happening and we track the call to make 

sure that you receive some level of 

restoration or mitigation of whatever 

your issues are in the community. 

I would ask that if you have any 

open calls to Liberty Water that you then 

make me aware of them. And any neighbors 

that you might be communicating with 

advise them of this process, because we 

do want to be a part of assisting in 

making sure that you have clear, 
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drinkable water.

The area in itself, not just 

Lakeview, but Malverne and some of the 

other surrounding communities deal with 

brown water as well. And so it's a 

concern and we are monitoring it. I don't 

have any direct authority to rectify, but 

I've been able to, along with a lot of 

your great leaders locally there in 

Lakeview, been able to work to make sure 

that they invest for the purpose of 

giving you the clear water. And if 

there's something else that we need to 

do, I want to make sure that we get it 

done. 

In terms of their fees, I do know 

that there is going to be a Public 

Service Commission Hearing. I met with 

Liberty Water regarding what increases  

they're looking for.  As far as I'm 

concerned, it's a no-brainer for me that,  

until everyone can say they have clean 

water, I can't see an increase at this 

stage.  I want to coordinate with the 
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community so that they have all the 

information about the Public Service 

Commission Hearings so that they can 

attend and have their voices heard. I 

intend to attend alongside you in support 

of making sure that the rates are as 

reasonable as possible.

MS. PIERRE:  And unfortunately, 

they're not as reasonable there. I would 

literally look at my gas bill and I would 

look at my electricity bill, and 

literally per unit, I'm getting charged 

as much as that for water. It's a God 

given resource. And I feel that, you know 

a non-renewable resource we can never get 

back, but water keeps coming back. And so 

I have a friend who lives in Westbury 

literally paying 50 to $60 per five, six 

months, but we're paying $200. My last 

bill was $272 for one month because we 

have to water our plants, play in the 

water, we have children as well. 

But Liberty Water, even though they 

are taking some measure to to solve the 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 08.07.23

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516 67

 

problem, I have seen them, however, they 

are using this as an excuse to up the 

price even more.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  I live in 

Westbury. I agree totally that I'm 

benefiting from more reasonable expenses 

as it relates to water. So it's not lost 

on me. And that's why when they last 

tried to have an increase, I used my 

platform to to go out and speak against 

the increase. I sent a robocall across 

all of Lakeview and West Hempstead and 

the unincorporated portion of the Village 

of Rockville Centre and implored all of 

you to come out and stand with me when I 

spoke against that increase at the 

village of Malverne.  Unfortunately, it 

was held in the middle of the day and a 

lot of folks didn't come. 

But I do agree that the costs are 

outrageous. And I personally, a couple of 

weeks ago asked that senior staff Get 

Liberty's budget for me because I wanted 

to look at exactly what was their revenue 
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versus their expenses for mitigating any 

of these brown water issues. And they 

they don't correlate.

MS. PIERRE:  No.  Absolutely not.  

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Their revenue is 

still up here, and those cost and any 

other costs that they would banter about 

is down here. So I stand with you and I 

agree with you. So I want to organize 

with you a little bit offline about how 

we might work together to have our voices 

heard.

MS. PIERRE:  In addition to that, is 

it possible that we get our own water 

tower? Because I do notice in one section 

of Lakeview in the ground, there is, I 

guess, waterworks, and the infrastructure 

is there. And so I think if we were to 

get our own water tower, then Liberty 

would be angry, of course, because it 

would lose out on money. However, it 

would benefit us as a community trying to 

improve ourselves.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  That's a very 
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involved process. And I'll talk to you 

offline about the differences between the 

Village of Westbury having a water 

company, their own water provider, versus 

what's happening over in 

Lakeview/Malverne area. I don't want to 

hold up any other speakers, but I would 

enjoy having this conversation with you 

offline. I'm going to have someone come 

and get your contact information and I'll 

be in touch within the next couple of 

days.

MS. PIERRE:  Okay.  Thank you. 

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Thank you for 

coming down. 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  All 

right. That concludes the public comment 

portion of the meeting.

What we're going to do is put the 

Full Legislature in recess briefly. There 

are some items that have to pass through 

rules before being before going to the 

Full Legislative Calendar. 

(Whereupon, recess 2:32-2:34 p.m.)
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  I'm 

going to call the Consent Items. These 

are items that went through Committees 

three weeks ago, and it's been agreed by 

the Majority and Minority that no further 

debate or discussion is needed at this 

time for these items:

Item 3, Ordinance 44; Item 5, 

Ordinance 46; 6, Ordinance 47; 7, 

Ordinance 48; 8, Ordinance 49; 9, 

Ordinance 50; 10, Ordinance 51; 11, 

Ordinance 52; 14, Resolution 149; 15 

Resolution 150; 16, Resolution 151; 17, 

Resolution 152; 19, Resolution 154; 20, 

Resolution 155; 21, Resolution 156; 22, 

Resolution 157; 23, Resolution 158; 24, 

Resolution 159; 25, Resolution 160; 26, 

Resolution 161; 27, Resolution 162; 28, 

Resolution 163; 29, Resolution 164; 30, 

Resolution 165; 33, Resolution 168; 34, 

Resolution 169; 35, Resolution 171; 36, 

Resolution 172; 37, Resolution 173; 38, 

Resolution 174; 39, Resolution 175; 40, 

Resolution 176; 41, Resolution 177; 42, 
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Resolution 178. 

Motion by Deputy Presiding Officer 

Kopel, seconded by Minority Leader 

Abrahams. 

Any debate or discussion among the 

Legislators?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Hearing none, all in favor, signify by 

saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the NC Legislature respond in 

favor with, "Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  They 

carry unanimously. 

We are going to move to the 

appointments. There are two appointments.

Resolution 166 and 167, Item 31 and 

32 together. These are resolutions 
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confirming the appointment by the County 

Legislature of Daniel J. Lang and James 

Moriarty to the Board of Directors of the 

Nassau County Regional Off-track Betting 

Corporation.

Motion by Legislator Ford seconded 

by Legislator Giuffre. Okay, now those 

items are before us. 

Is there any debate or discussion on 

those items?  

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Presiding 

Officer, I don't know if you had an 

opportunity to meet the two gentlemen 

that are joining the OTB board.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Yes.  

We've known Mr. Moriarty for decades in 

his public service.  I don't know. Mr. 

Lang is here.  You want to come up to the 

microphone, please?

MR. LANG:  Good afternoon.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Good 

afternoon. Just tell us a little about 

yourself.

MR. LANG:  I'm Daniel J. Lang. I'm a 
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lifelong resident of Nassau County, born 

and raised here and raising my family.

I've been working in local 

government for over 25 years. I feel like 

I have a good knowledge and experience of 

local issues to make the best decisions 

for Nassau County and its residents and 

constituents.  I look forward to doing my 

best for everybody in all parties 

involved.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Do you 

have any questions for Mr. Lang?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  No. No.  How 

are you, Mr. Lang? No, I don't have any 

questions at this time. I wish we had an 

opportunity to meet at an earlier stage 

when we could have asked you, I guess, 

more in depth questions. But today it 

would just take up too much time from the 

meeting. 

We apologize, unfortunately, we're 

not going to be voting for you or Mr. 

Moriarty in the affirmative just because 

we haven't heard from the Board in terms 
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of the direction in the past, as well as 

just not having a chance to actually dive 

in and speak to you as well.

So I wish you nothing but the best 

of luck and also wish you nothing but 

success and I wish nothing but success 

for the OTB Board as well. 

MR. LANG:  Appreciate that.  Thank 

you. 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  You're 

welcome. 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Okay.

Thank you very much.

Mr. Moriarty, to my understanding, 

is away. So unfortunately, he couldn't be 

here today. 

Legislator Ferretti.

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  Dan, just 

wanted to be the first to congratulate 

you on your anticipated appointment. 

I've known Mr. Lang and his wife, 

who serves so well for us in the 

Levittown School Board for a long time. 

And you're both incredibly important 
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members of our community in Levittown. I 

know you're going to do a great job. So 

congratulations.

MR. LANG:  Appreciate it.  Thank  

you.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Thank 

you, Mr. Lang.

MR. LANG:  Thank you. Thank you 

again, everybody.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Any 

other debate or discussion?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Hearing none.  All in favor, signify by 

saying, "Aye".

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Aye.  

LEGISLATOR KOPEL:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER: Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Aye. 
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LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:Aye. 

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO:  Aye.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR LAFAZAN:  Nay.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Passes 

by a vote of 12 to 7. Congratulations, 

Mr. Lang.

*******
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  All 

the way back to the beginning of the 

calendar. The first item is a Local Law 

to amend Section 1704 of the Nassau 

County Government Law of Nassau County in 

relation to years of service as a 

volunteer firefighter. 

Motion by Legislator Walker, 

seconded by Legislator Drucker to open 

the hearing. All in favor of opening the 

hearing signify by saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the NC Legislature respond in 

favor with, "Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  The 

hearing is open. 

Mr. Uttaro?

CHIEF UTTARO:  Good afternoon. This 

proposed change or amendment goes 

hand-in-hand with retention and 
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recruitment within the volunteer fire 

service right now, which everyone's aware 

is a difficulty. We've made some inroads 

and made some good strides with the new 

Nassau Bravest website, which is actually 

functioning very well beyond our 

expectations, which is good. However, it 

has a cascading effect when it comes to 

hiring fire communication technicians and 

fire marshal trainees. Trying to keep a 

volunteer firefighter in the system now 

for more than 5 or 10 years, sadly, is 

quite an accomplishment. 

So that being said, we want to 

continue to have that part in the 

charter. But we felt by lowering it down 

to three years, it would it would allow 

us to have a broader spectrum of folks 

that would hopefully take the exams and 

apply for positions both as a fire 

communications technician and as a fire 

marshal trainee so that we can get them 

on board. 

Also, a lot of times after five 
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years, you take the test, you wait for 

the list to come out, you wait for it to 

be graded, a lot of these folks already 

have families. They're already entrenched 

in careers and they're not willing to 

take a step back to get a lower pay scale 

to start employment with Nassau County. 

We feel this is a good thing for the 

for both the fire marshal's office, fire 

communications and also a good thing for 

the Volunteer fire Service. And the Fire 

Commission has endorsed this through a 

resolution as well.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  All 

right. Thank you very much, Chief. 

Any questions? Legislator Bynoe. 

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Thank you.

Hi, Chief Uttaro. One question:  

Have we looked at the salaries that we're 

currently providing for these jobs and 

also tried to make some kind of amendment 

to them?

CHIEF UTTARO:  From my understanding 

right now, the salaries, they're awaiting 
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a confirmation of a new contract with the 

Civil Service Employees Union before they 

approached that subject. But it is 

something that's been discussed with the 

County Executive's office and his staff. 

And they are in agreement that we need to 

raise some of these salaries to attract 

good candidates and keep good candidates.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Awesome. Okay, 

good. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Legislator Mule.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Hi, Chief. I'm 

certainly in favor of this, but I just 

have a question. After they join your 

service, do they still have to maintain a 

membership in their local fire 

departments?

CHIEF UTTARO:  Yes, the other part 

is to clarify is they would have to have 

three years of service in a volunteer 

fire department in Nassau County to sit 

for the civil service examination and 

then a time of hire, they would still 
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have to be an active member of a 

volunteer fire department in Nassau 

County to be brought on board.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Okay. Thanks for 

that clarification.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  All 

right. Any other questions?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Any 

public comment.

MS. MEREDAY:  Meta J. Mereday.

We were just sharing in the back and 

I appreciate Legislator Bynoe bringing 

that point up because literally, as you 

were asking the question, I said, "low 

salary?" 

My other question has to do with 

have we changed or expanded the outreach 

for potential candidates for this vital 

service? I mean, have we looked at kind 

of reaching out with regard to language 

scenarios to increase the ethnic 

breakdown of volunteer firefighters? And 
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we really do need to consider not just 

with our firefighters, but with other 

essential services, the low salaries, the 

limited benefits, the overall packages 

and the support services, i.e. mental 

health support services, and looking at 

it from that overall dynamic so that we 

can build a feeder base for more long 

term and sustainable recruitment and 

retention efforts. I think that's key. 

So that's pretty much what I needed 

to say. And, you know, if anybody wants 

to answer that offline or do it now so 

that the public may be aware of what 

you're doing in and along those lines, 

that's fine. But I said what I had to 

say.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Legislator Walker.

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Meta, I could 

tell you that every one of our 

departments are working very, very hard 

to try to increase their members.  Every 

one of the departments is hurting.  Many 
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issues take place.  Today, getting people 

to volunteer to do anything is not easy. 

I'm sure you see that in many of the 

things that you do.  Volunteer as a 

firefighter, which is is far more than in 

many other organizations because there's 

so much training that's involved. And 

although it's there for them it's a 

major, major commitment. So for many it's 

like, well I don't have the time to do 

this. I don't want to put the time in. 

But they are all working very, very hard.

I'm in the Ladies Auxiliary in 

Hicksville and I constantly reach out to 

our fire marshal's office and work with 

our different departments and trying to 

do anything and come up with various 

ideas as to what we can do, recruitment, 

you know, plans and whatever, anything we 

can do to try to bring in more members 

into our volunteer fire service. And then 

giving them other opportunities that they 

can have that might be available to them 

if they are one of our volunteer 
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firefighters. 

So I think it's a job that we all 

have to keep up on and all work together. 

And any ideas that any of us have, we try 

to brainstorm and make it better for all. 

I was just attended Camp Fahrenheit with 

our juniors. We have a great junior 

department. Our juniors are really 

unbelievable and they're our future and 

we have to try to get more involved in 

our junior firefighters.  Like I said, 

there's more of them to help build in the 

future. Whether they stay here in Nassau 

County or not. Hopefully, they'll take 

that -- if they chose to even go to 

college, out of town or out of state, 

that they can be involved there and their 

department.

MS. MEREDAY:  Exactly. Well, I 

definitely appreciate that. And as I 

said, with firefighters crossing guards, 

things of that nature, we really need to 

look at what we're paying them, what 

we're giving them as far as the support 
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so we can keep it going. And thank you so 

much for the information on the junior 

firefighters, because we need more 

communities that are aware of that and 

can contribute to that.

Thank you so much.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Any 

other public comment?

(Whereupon, no verbal response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Motion 

to close the hearing moved by Legislator 

Kennedy, seconded by Legislator Bynoe.

All in favor of closing the hearing, 

signify by saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the NC Legislature respond in 

favor with, "Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  The 

hearing is closed.

**********
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO: 

Something I forgot to do earlier. Need a 

motion to suspend the Rules of the 

Legislature. Motion by Deputy Presiding 

Officer Kopel, seconded by Minority 

Leader Abrahams. All in favor of 

suspending the rules signify by saying, 

"Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the NC Legislature respond in 

favor with, "Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Rules 

are suspended.

*********
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Item 

2.  It's the local law we've been 

discussing. Amends Section 1704 of the 

county government law in relation to the 

years of service as a volunteer 

firefighter. 

Motion by Legislator Walker seconded 

by Legislator Mule.

Any debate or discussion?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Hearing none.  All in favor, signify by 

saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the NC Legislature respond in 

favor with, "Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed.

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Carries unanimously.

*********



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 08.07.23

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516 89

 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Item 

4, Ordinance 45 is an ordinance to amend 

Ordinance 75 of 2022 adopting the Capital 

Budget for the County of Nassau for the 

first year of the Four Year Capital Plan 

to commence on January 1st, 2023.

We need a motion. Legislator 

Schaefer moves. Legislator Ford seconds 

that.

Any debate or discussion on this 

one?   Legislator Mule.  

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Thank you, 

Presiding Officer. One of the items on 

here has to do with the emergency work 

that was done with regards to the 

sinkholes that have happened in Lido 

Beach, Baldwin and now Oceanside. So 

three sinkholes that have happened within 

the space of two months due to our aging 

infrastructure, particularly the sewer 

lines. This is something that every 

single one of us on this dais needs to 

advocate for in terms of making sure that 

our sewer lines in particular and all of 
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our infrastructure is attended to because 

sinkholes are going to happen in every 

single district if we don't get a hold of 

this. 

We have a unique opportunity with 

the Federal Infrastructure Act that was 

recently passed in Congress. We all need 

to advocate for the quick release of 

those funds and to make sure that they're 

able to be used on projects such as this. 

I have looked at the bill. It doesn't 

specifically say anything about fixing 

sewers, but we need to ask our federal 

representatives to get creative and make 

sure that we can face this.

We talked about a lot of things in 

terms of development and new housing. We 

can't do any of that unless we have 

adequate infrastructure that's safe.  

We've been lucky so far that no one's 

gotten hurt in any of these sinkholes. 

There's been tremendous inconvenience, 

certainly for the residents and 

businesses that have had to deal with 
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this. But it's going to continue to 

happen.  

I'm absolutely in favor of this, but 

I ask that all of my fellow legislators 

to really think about this and think 

about how best to address this, because 

it's going to be a real problem.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Thank 

you. Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  I just 

recently also attended a rally for 

Christopher Morley Park Pool. There does 

seem to be a public outcry to fix up this 

pool, to make it a much more attractive 

pool than it was prior so that the 

attendance would hopefully go up. And I 

see that we are putting in $5 Million to 

the North Woodmere Pool.  There was an 

article in the Times last week that just 

stated how important public pools are. 

Especially this one. A number of 

different groups did really advocate for 

it that might not have access to other 

pools.  Not necessarily this round of 
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funding, but if we do the next round in 

the fall or whenever we do it, I would 

request that we consider putting in money 

for Christopher Morley Pool.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Okay. 

Thank you. Anyone else? Legislator 

Drucker.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Thank you, 

Presiding Officer. I got a couple of 

questions for Ken Arnold. Ken, how are 

you doing?

Two items. One is the debacle known 

as the Family and Matrimonial Court. I 

see another $17 million. Where are we at?  

From the outside, because I was just 

there recently, it looks like it's done. 

I don't know what the inside looks like. 

Can you tell me where we're at on that 

situation and what the $17 million is for 

and when it will be finished?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  So the Family 

Court's ongoing construction. We have 

litigation with a number of other 

parties. We are working still on the 
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inside of the building. The outside 

facade needs to be revisited. There were 

issues with the initial construction of 

the outside facade. Some of the money 

that you see today is for that. Some of 

the money is for other things that are 

change orders that need to be addressed. 

The hope is that some of this money will 

be recovered during litigation. 

Currently, the project should be finished 

sometime in '25.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  2025.  Oh, my 

God; that's amazing. Thanks, Ken. 

The rebuild of the second precinct. 

So we got a bid of $33,575,000. That's 

adequate for an accurate bid that should 

encompass everything?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  The Department 

just finished the review of that bid. We 

also finished our review of the 

disclosures associated with the company. 

Under the declared emergency will be 

looking to issue a notice to proceed this 

week, and that contract will come to you, 
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this body for approval at the next 

legislature session. Yes, VRD built two 

of our precincts to date. They're a 

competent contractor. We see no issue 

with them.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  That was a 

building that was old. It was a building 

that was probably built in the '60s. I'm 

being asked to describe or to report.  

Are you aware of what kind of resources 

and updates and modernization the new 

building will have in it?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  The new 

building will be identical to the 

existing new buildings we built at the 

Eighth, the First and the Fourth. It's 

the same layout; everything is the same. 

The only difference is it's going to be 

made out of concrete block, not 

prestressed concrete panels. So it's 

going to be exactly the same buildings.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  And the 

concrete blocks is better?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  Because of 
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moving this contract along and the supply 

chain issues, pre-stressed concrete 

panels would tie us into one supplier for 

the duration of the project. Concrete 

block can be built by anybody, so we had 

more flexibility on schedule to go that 

direction.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Do you have any 

ballpark timeline on this build?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  That contract 

as bid is for 12 months.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Thank you, Ken.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Legislator Ford.

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Commissioner 

Arnold, I see also in here, $12 million 

for the Correctional Center Master Plan. 

What exactly is that for?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  Since the last 

time I came here, I told this Body that 

we had adequate funds for the 832 and B 

Building projects. At that same time, IT 

was working with corrections on updating 

the camera and security systems so we 
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pushed our money to those projects as 

they were ready to go before I was.  The 

money I'm asking for today is to backfill 

most of that money and also pay for the 

additional scope that 832 has 

encompassed. 832 will be going out to bid 

this month and again will be declared as 

declared emergency. We'll be issuing a 

notice to proceed as soon as we do our 

evaluation.

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Thank you very 

much.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Just to double 

back on Legislator Mule's conversations 

about Federal Funding, this is something 

very important to the County Executive 

also.  Myself and the Chief, Arthur 

Walsh, met with Senator Schumer last week 

and had this same discussion about the 

bipartisan infrastructure law and its 

lack of funding opportunities for this 

type of work. Currently, most 

environmental wastewater work is a loan 

program through New York State EFC. 
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That's where this money is getting 

filtered. We discussed the importance of 

grant opportunities or principal 

forgiveness within that program to help 

fund this type of work, because 

wastewater, both collection and 

treatment, is not a direct path of grant 

applications as the current 

infrastructure law is written.

LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:  Hi, 

Commissioner. How are you? Just a quick 

question for you, because I don't 

remember the last time we spoke about 

this, the Rockaway Avenue reconfiguration 

in Garden City. Is that something 

different than the plan we've discussed 

previously or we're just moving forward 

with that?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  This is by the 

high school?

LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:  Yes.

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  That's still 

in design. I think we've met with the 

Village or are meeting with the Village 
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to finalize that. I would expect the 

construction funding to be included in 

the '24 Capital Plan. 

LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:  Okay.  Thank 

you. 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Legislator Pilip.

LEGISLATOR PILIP:   Thank you. I 

also would like to see the next capital 

plan to include the pool at the 

Christopher Morley Park.

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  Okay. That's a 

conversation to have with the County 

Executive and the Parks Commissioner. I 

construct. I don't determine what we 

build. North Woodmere, that's an active 

pool leak that we're addressing. And I 

work closely with the Parks Commissioner 

on that project. But Morley, that would 

be a conversation I would ask you to have 

with the Administration.

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Okay.  Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Just a 

just an update, since you're here. The 
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playground at Christopher Morley, when 

will that be finished?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  I was up there 

about a month ago. It's full, ongoing 

construction. I've been tied up with a 

couple minor other issues running around 

the county. I'll get you an update on 

that. It should be it should be within 

the next, hopefully.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

There's a number of other projects in the 

works as well; the paved trails and some 

of the courts as well.

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  Yes.  And we 

just started the Wantagh playground, I 

think, last week also. That's ongoing as 

we speak.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Okay.

Legislator Solages.

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  Funding for the 

North Woodmere Park, will that be used to 

fix the water slide at the North Woodmere 

Water Park?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  I do not 
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believe so. I will double check. I 

believe it's strictly to fix the pool.  

We've had an active pool leak there for a 

couple of years and our evaluation is 

that the whole top deck needs to come off 

to do that. I am not aware of the water 

slide issue. 

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  Hasn't worked 

since last summer, I went there last 

week. But also the playground at North 

Woodmere Park, many residents in that 

area are complaining about the 

playground, dilapidated slides and 

swings. Will any of the funding be used 

to address that?

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  We have a 

project going out to design bid to 

address the playgrounds at North 

Woodmere, Eisenhower and Cantiague.  I'm 

also talking to the Parks Commissioner 

about something we can do in the interim 

because it's a long process:  Design, 

procure, construct. So you're not talking 

something you're going to see right 
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around the corner. And I personally went 

to North Woodmere and looked at that 

playground and the safety surface does 

need to be addressed. But there's the 

conversation of the value of changing 

that safety surface now and then 

rebuilding the playground.

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  Yeah, it's all 

over the Herald, and many residents are 

complaining about it. 

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  Yes.  We're 

aware of that.  We're looking at if 

there's an interim solution on the safety 

surface while we design the playground, 

because that is going to take a little 

over two years to get to that point.

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  Thank you.

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Ken, I was at 

Cantiague yesterday, and I know there's 

issues there with the playground and so 

on and so forth, but the water fountains 

don't work either.

COMMISSIONER ARNOLD:  I don't know 

if we're actually operating the water 
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fountains anymore. I'd have to double 

check. I know a lot of parks don't have 

water fountains anymore. I need to double 

check on that. 

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  All right.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Anyone 

else?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Thank 

you, Ken.

Any other debate or discussion?  

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  I'm 

going to call for a vote.

All in favor, signify by saying, 

"Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Nassau County Legislature 

present respond in favor with, 

"Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO: Those 

opposed?
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(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  That 

passes unanimously.  

********
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Next 

two are settlements:  12, Resolution 147 

and 13, Resolution 148. Resolutions 

authorizing the County Attorney to 

compromise and settle the claims as set 

forth in the Lambert, Henry and Peter 

Fusco versus Nassau County cases. 

Motion by Deputy Presiding Officer 

Kopel, seconded by Legislator Ford. 

Any debate or discussion on these 

two?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Hearing no debate or discussion, all in 

favor signify by saying, "Aye".

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Aye.  

LEGISLATOR KOPEL:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER: Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Aye. 
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LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:Aye. 

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO:  Aye.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR LAFAZAN:  Nay.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  The 

settlements passed by a vote of 12 to 7. 

********
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Last 

Item is 18, Resolution 153. Legislator 

Lafazan is leaving the chambers will not 

be participating in any debate or vote on 

this.

(Whereupon, Legislator 

Lafazan leaves the Chambers.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  It's a 

resolution authorizing the County 

Attorney to compromise and settle the 

claims of Plaintiff as set forth in the 

action entitled Charles B. Wang versus 

County of Nassau.

Motion by Legislator Walker, 

seconded by Legislator Kennedy.

Any debate or discussion on this 

one?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  

Hearing none. All in favor signify by 

saying, "Aye".

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Aye.  

LEGISLATOR KOPEL:  Aye. 
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LEGISLATOR FORD:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER: Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:Aye. 

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO:  Aye.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed?

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Nay.

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO: Carries 

by a vote of 12 to 6.

*********
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PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  All 

right. So that's the end of the 

Legislative Calendar. 

(Whereupon, Legislator 

Lafazan returns to Chambers.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Motion 

to adjourn. Legislator Giangregorio, 

seconded by Legislator Ferretti. 

All in favor of adjourning, signify 

by saying, ("Aye"). 

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  Those 

opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO:  We're 

adjourned. 

(Whereupon, above matter concludes, 

3:03 p.m.)  
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   C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF NEW YORK )

: SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public 

for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:

That the above is a correct 

transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 7th day of August, 2023.

Karen Lorenzo
Karen Lorenzo
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