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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Good afternoon. At 

this time, I will call the Public Safety 

Committee to order and I will ask the 

Clerk to call the roll.  

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you, Ma'am.  

Public Safety Committee roll call.

Legislator Debra Mule?

LEGISLATGOR MULE:  Here.  

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Siela 

Bynoe?  

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you.  Ranking 

Member Delia DeRiggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator John 

Ferretti?

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  Here. 

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Mazi 

Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Vice Chairman 

Thomas McKevitt?

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Chairwoman Denise 
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Ford?

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Here.  

CLERK PULITZER:  We have a quorum, 

Ma'am.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Thank you very 

much. 

There are two items on the agenda 

today which are Clerk Item numbers 264-23 

and 268-23.

Clerk Item number 264-23 is an 

ordinance supplemental to the annual 

appropriation ordinance in connection 

with the Medical Examiner. May I have a 

motion?

Moved by Legislator Bynoe, seconded 

by Legislator McKevitt. 

The item is before us. Good 

afternoon. 

MS. DOOLING:  Good afternoon.  Karen 

Dooling, Assistant Director of Crime Lab 

for Medical Examiner's office. The item 

before you consists of three different 

grants. Two are for the Toxicology 

Laboratory and one is for the Crime Lab.
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The first, for the Toxicology Lab, 

is the 2023/2024 Highway Traffic Safety 

Grant and the amount of $36,000.  It's a 

federal pass-through; no match. It's used 

to support alcohol and drug testing and 

suspected DWI cases. 

The second grant is the 2023/2024 

New York State Aide to Lab Grant. One is 

for the Toxicology Laboratory. That's the 

amount of $2,108. 

The other is for the Crime Lab 

$504,885, and that grant is used to 

support accreditation and operations, 

enhance the effectiveness and the 

efficiency of lab testing, and also used 

for reoccurring accreditation costs.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Thank you.

I just want to go back to the 

$36,000 in regard to the DWI, drug and 

alcohol testing.  Are you able to like, 

determine the amount of drugs that are in 

a person's body? I know with alcohol you 

could determine an alcoholic level. But 

how about drugs? Is there -- or do you 
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just look at the presence of them?

MS. DOOLING:  So I know the drugs 

are compared to certain standards. Since 

I'm not a tox (sic) person, I'm not going 

to get into the Crime Lab aspect.   I 

believe they can quantitate the amount in 

blood and that's what the Toxicology Lab 

works with.  They work in blood levels.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Thank you.  

Any debate or discussion?  

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  No. Any public 

comment? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.) 

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  I see none. Thank 

you very much. 

MS. DOOLING:  Thank you.    

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Okay. 

All those in favor of passing this 

item, please signify by saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 
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respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  The item passes 

unanimously.

*****
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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Clerk Item number 

268-23 is an ordinance supplemental to 

the annual appropriation ordinance in 

connection with the Correctional Center. 

May I have a motion?

Moved by Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton, 

seconded by Legislator Pilip. 

The item is before us. Good 

afternoon.

MS. HALL:  Good afternoon, 

Legislators.  Narda Hall, Correctional 

Center.  

Item 268-23 is a supplemental 

appropriation request for Asset 

Forfeiture Funding and GIV award.

The Asset Forfeiture is for $184,916 

to be received from the Federal Drug 

Enforcement Agency deposited with the 

County Treasurer. The amount and timing 

of the receipt of the funds is dependent 

on the amount of seizure as well as 

completion of pending investigations and 

convictions. The funding will be used for 

canine handlers expenses, training 
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equipment, kennels fencing, 

transportation, food, veterinary services 

et cetera.

The Gun Involved Violence 

elimination program (GIV), is for 

$35,769. Funding is received from the New 

York State Division of Criminal Justice 

Services. The grant focuses on reducing 

violent crimes through coordination with 

the federal, state and local Criminal 

Justice agencies. The funds will be used 

for overtime, training, investigations, 

information sharing and meetings for the 

Gang Intelligence Unit. It is for a 

period of July 1, 2023 through June 30, 

2024. 

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Any questions or 

discussion?  

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  No. I see none.  

Any public comment? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.) 
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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  No. Thank you.

All those in favor of passing this 

item, please signify by saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  The item passes 

unanimously. 

*****
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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  There is an 

addendum to this Agenda.  

May I have a motion to suspend the 

Rules?

Moved by Legislator Pilip, seconded 

by Legislator McKevitt.

All those in favor, please signify 

by saying, "Aye".

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD: The Rules have been 

suspended.

There is one item on the Addendum 

today, Clerk Item number 270-23.

Clerk Item 270-23 is an ordinance 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 

ordinance in connection with the 

Probation Department. May I have a 

motion?  

Moved by Legislator Mule, seconded 

by Legislator Bynoe. 

The item is before us. Good 

afternoon.
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MR. LANDSMAN:  Good afternoon, 

members.  Douglas Landsman, Probation 

Accountant.

The Item before you, 270-23 is for 

our annual GIV grant for one year, July 

to June, in the amount to $400,000.  This 

grant has been in existence for 10 years, 

serves an important role in trying to 

remove guns and other weapons from our 

streets and control gun violence.  GIV's  

goal is to reduce shootings and homicides 

by promoting integrated evidenced-based  

strategies that look to reduce crime in 

neighborhoods. 

While coordinating with the County 

PD, our team is comprised of six 

probation personnel.  It's a combination 

of GIV gang officers, supervisors and an 

assistant deputy director overseeing 

operations. 

The grant provides partial 

reimbursements for salaries, fringe, OT 

for surveillance, GPS monitoring, 

software for background checks, and a 
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small amount for training travel 

expenses. 

The second Item that we have for 

this 270-23; this item is our annual 

STSJP grant or Supervision and Treatment 

Services For Juveniles Program. This is 

the RTA portion of it.  It's a one year, 

October to September, in the amount of 

$635,000. It is 100% reimbursable. 

This grant has been in existence for 

over 10 years. It is part of the 

Governor's initiative for Juvenile 

Justice Reform. The targeted population 

is youth who are alleged juvenile 

delinquents (JD) and youth adjudicated to 

be Persons in Need of Supervision (PINS).

The purpose of RTA, Raise the Age, 

in which children are prosecuted as 

adults in the New York State Court 

system. This is designed to give them a 

chance at a clean record for the future. 

This grant covers family court appearance 

officers' overtime, (CBI) Cognitive-based 

Behavioral Therapy Interactive 
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Journaling, and, finally, a Peer 

Diversion Program as well. 

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  So the New York 

State Office of Children and Family 

Services, when you're talking about the 

juvenile delinquents, is that those up to 

the age of 18 that this covers, or is it 

for the younger children?

MS. REYER:   Arianne Reyer, Counsel 

for the Department of Probation. Good 

afternoon.

A juvenile delinquent is anyone 17 

and younger for certain crimes.  Some 16 

and 17-year-olds who are charged with 

violent felonies are not considered 

juvenile delinquents, but it could be 

anyone 17 and under.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  All right. Any 

questions?

Legislator Bynoe.  

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Thank you.  

Good to see you.  I have a lot of 

questions, but I'm not going to do that 

to you today, tons of them. 
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MS. REYER:  That's alright.  I'm 

ready.  Let's go.  

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  I just like to 

know: Year to year, has this grant 

increased or has it stayed flat? Both 

grants? And I'm particularly interested 

in the grant that allows for the GPS 

surveillance.   

MR. LANDSMAN:  GPS occurs both on 

the regular stip and on the RTA portion.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  So I'm wondering 

whether the grant has increased. 

MR. LANDSMAN:  It's basically the 

same. 

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Are we using it a 

little bit more than we had been in the 

past?  

MS. REYER:  We are using it much 

more than we have in the past. So I think 

that with a decrease in detention, there 

has been an increase in electronic 

monitoring. So that is both in the 

juvenile world and everywhere else within 

the criminal justice system.
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LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  I'm just 

wondering whether the State has kept up 

with funding us appropriately, given the 

fact that this has increased.

MS. REYER:  Well, I'll just say that 

our funding has not increased and our use 

has increased considerably. 

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  As I thought; as 

I thought. Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Anyone else?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Okay, thank you 

very much.

MR. LANDSMAN:  Thank you.

MS. REYER:  Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  All those in favor 

of passing this item, please signify by 

saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 
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response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  The item passes 

unanimously. 

*****
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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  There is no other 

business in front of this Committee, may 

I have a motion to adjourn?

Moved by Legislator Mule, seconded 

by Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton

All those in favor?  

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  This Committee is 

now adjourned.  

Thank you.  

Planning is next.

(Whereupon, the Public 

Safety Committee is adjourned, 

2:26 p.m.)  
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 C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF NEW YORK )

: SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public 

for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:

That the above is a correct 

transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 6th day of September, 2023.

Karen Lorenzo
Karen Lorenzo 
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