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A L S O   A P P E A R E D

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY, POLICE DEPARTMENT 

ADA MCDERMOTT, DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
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LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Public Safety 

Committee will be meeting. Please gather 

for the Public Safety Committee meeting, 

please.

Ask the Clerk to please call the 

roll.  

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you, Mr. 

McKevitt.

Roll call Public Safety Committee.

Legislator Debra Mule?

LEGISLATGOR MULE:  Here.  

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Siela 

Bynoe?  

CLERK PULITZER:  Here.  

Ranking Member Delia 

DeRiggi-Whitton?  

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator John 

Ferretti?

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Sitting in today is 

Legislator John Giuffre.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Here.  
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CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Mazi 

Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Vice Chairman 

Thomas McKevitt?

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Here.

We have a quorum.

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you, sir.  

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  We have three 

items.  

The first will be 298-23.  A 

Resolution authorizing the County 

Executive to execute a grant agreement 

between the County of Nassau, acting on 

behalf of the Nassau County District 

Attorney and the New York State Office of 

Victim Services. 

Moved by Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton, 

seconded by Legislator Ferretti.

ADA MCDERMOTT:  Good afternoon, 

legislators. Dennis McDermott, Assistant 

District Attorney. 

This is a grant agreement -- it's 

really a resolution accepting the grant 
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that normally when we receive grants, we 

only bring it to the Legislature when the 

state requires it. Now, this is actually 

the middle year of a three year grant. 

Last year they did not require approval. 

This year they want approval for all 

three. 

It is coming for the Victim 

Services. It basically supports or funds 

at least 21 crime victim advocates who 

serve victims in it, and it averages 

approximately 1.355 million a year.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Are these 

current employed victim advocates or 

these new hires?

ADA MCDERMOTT:  No, these are now 

current.  The first one was done before 

this three year grant. Most of them were 

hired because of this.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Okay. 

Any other questions among the 

legislators? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)
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LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Okay. 

If not, we'll go on to discuss our 

next item, which will be 303-23, an 

ordinance supplemental to the annual 

appropriation ordinance in connection 

with District Attorney.

Moved by Legislator Pilip and 

seconded by Legislator Bynoe.

ADA MCDERMOTT:  This is a 

supplemental appropriation request of 

$2,572,489 from the District Attorney Aid 

to Prosecution Program. 

It's a fairly large increase from 

previous, and it's used basically to fund 

the ADA's support staff of those charged 

with violent felony offenses. 

There's a list you can work down to 

pretty much even regular county court 

felonies we can use that money for. But 

it is a large increase and it's for one 

year.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT: Okay.

Any other questions among the 
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legislators.  

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.) 

****
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LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Okay. If not, 

our next matter is Clerk Item 306-23, an 

ordinance supplemental to the annual 

appropriation in connection with the 

Nassau County Police Department. 

So moved by Legislator Giuffre and 

seconded by Legislator Mule.

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY: Good 

afternoon, Deputy Inspector Murphy, 

Police Department. 

First item I have is, the Police 

Department requests the supplemental 

appropriation of $50,000 from the New 

York State Office of Homeland Security. 

This is for the 2023 Operation Gateway 

contract. 

This program is designed to provide 

the NCPD Marine Bureau to enhance border 

and water security. The intent is to 

curtail illegal activity by executing a 

multifaceted enforcement action, 

arresting offenders and seizing 

contraband.  The action is to disrupt and 

deter criminal activity. 
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Funding of $39,630 will be used for 

overtime, and $10,370 will be used for 

fringe benefits. This grant does not 

require a match.

Any questions? 

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Any questions 

from the legislators? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.) 

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Okay. Next 

one. 

Police Department requests a 

supplemental appropriation for $172,500 

from New York State Governor's Traffic 

Safety Committee. 

This program is designed to provide 

funding for participation in the Buckle 

Up Seatbelt Enforcement Initiative and 

Aggressive Driving Campaigns. This 

program will allow Nassau County to be 

reimbursed for overtime in the amount of 

$172,500. 

This grant does not require any 

funding match.
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LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Any questions 

from the legislators? 

Legislator Giuffre?  

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Deputy 

Inspector, for the $50,000 grant, I was 

going to ask you what can you get for 

$50,000, but you answered it. You're 

going to do $39,000 in overtime, $10,000 

in fringe benefits. But for the $172,000, 

it's all over time, and there's no 

breakdown between time and fringe?

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  No, it's 

all in overtime.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Okay. 

Yeah. Aggressive driving. I would 

love to see some people get pulled over 

who are, like, running some of us off the 

road, so to speak.

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  That the 

seatbelt enforcement saves lives. 

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Right.  

Absolutely.  Thank you. You answered my 

questions. 

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Thank you.
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Any other questions?

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Legislator 

DeRiggi-Whitton?  

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Can you 

get pulled over if you don't have your 

seatbelts on or does there have to be 

another violation included?

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  No.  An 

observation of seat belt is required by 

New York State Law.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  So if 

someone does not have their seatbelt on, 

that's reason enough to be pulled over?

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Yes it is.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Okay, I 

wasn't sure about that.

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Yes.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Legislator 

Ferretti?

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  How are you 

doing? Just one quick question. New York 

State Law is now rear seat belts are 

required for all ages, correct?

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Correct.
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LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  We're 

enforcing that as well?

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Sure.

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  Okay. Are we 

doing any outreach to let people know 

about that or can we if we're not?

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  We could, 

but there should be some education part 

of it also.

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  Yeah, 

absolutely.  I know I heard that I wasn't 

exactly sure if it was in effect yet, but 

I know if I didn't know then a lot of 

people probably don't know.

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Well, you 

see the "Click It Or Ticket" campaigns 

they put on right?  The commercials.

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  Okay.  Thank 

you.

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Last one?

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Yes. 

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Okay.

Police Department is requesting 

supplemental appropriation in the sum of 
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$65,000 from the New York State 

Governor's Traffic Safety Committee. 

This program is designed to provide 

funding of $65,000 to the Department to 

reduce the number of pedestrian injuries 

and deaths involved in motor vehicles 

occurring in New York State. 

The funding of $65,000 will be set 

aside for overtime. There is no required 

matching for this funding.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Any other 

questions among the legislators?  

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Okay. Hearing 

none. 

Thank you. 

DEPUTY INSPECTOR MURPHY:  Thank you 

very much. 

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Any public 

comment on the three items that we've 

discussed today?  

If there's not, our first vote will 

be on --
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(Whereupon, public comment.)  

MS. MEREDAY:  Yes. Good afternoon, 

Meta J. Mereday. 

I just had a question with regard to 

the the last one about the traffic 

safety, because it said it was addressing 

pedestrian, I guess, accidents, 

fatalities, but it just spoke about, I 

think, a salaried item, if I'm not 

mistaken. 

I'm just trying to understand what 

programmatic aspects does this, or this 

is not tied to that, where's the budget 

line to address the actual pedestrian 

accidents, fatalities, particularly where 

we are in Baldwin, because we definitely 

need a traffic study. We've addressed 

issues with like when Legislator 

DeRiggi-Whitton, when they had a crossing 

guard that had a very severe accidental 

issue. We still have police officers that 

are patrolling the streets as crossing 

guards. So this traffic safety issue is 

something that's significant.  So I don't 
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know if this is enough money or if we're 

doing enough about it, because again, we 

try to protect our children, and our 

seniors, our police officers and our 

crossing guards. 

So just had a question about that 

particular item. If it's just for like a 

salary, in addition to a program that I 

would really like to see that program or 

some report on that overall program for 

that. 

Thank you.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Any other 

public comment? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)  

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Okay.

******



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 10.11.2023

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 17

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  The first item 

we will vote on is 298-23.  All in favor 

say, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  All against 

say? "Nay".

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Passes 

unanimously.

Next is 303-23, all in favor, please 

say, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  All against 

say, "Nay". 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Passes 

unanimously. 

Last item is 306-23. All in favor, 
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say, "Aye".

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Any against?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Passes 

unanimously. 

 *****
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LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Motion to 

adjourn.

Moved by Legislator Giuffre, 

seconded by Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton

All in favor?  

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  All against?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Passes.  

Good afternoon.

Planning is next.

(Whereupon, the Public 

Safety Committee is adjourned, 

1:52 p.m.)  
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 C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF NEW YORK )

: SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public 

for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:

That the above is a correct 

transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 11th day of October, 2023.

Karen Lorenzo
Karen Lorenzo 
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