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A L S O   A P P E A R E D

SEEMA ZAKI, FISCAL DIRECTOR, HUMAN SERVICES 
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CLERK PULITZER:  The roll call for 

Senior Affairs is as follows:  

Legislator Joshua Lafazan?

LEGISLATOR LAFAZAN:  Here. 

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Delia 

DeRiggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Ranking member 

Debra Mule?

LEGISLATGOR MULE:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Mazi 

Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Thomas 

McKevitt?  

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Vice Chairwoman 

Rose Marie Walker?  

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Chairman John 

Giuffre?

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  We have a quorum, 
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sir.

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  There is one Item 

on the Agenda.  Clerk Item 304-23. An 

ordinance supplemental to the annual 

appropriation ordinance in connection 

with Human Services. 

May I have a motion?

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  So moved.

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Moved by 

Legislator Walker, seconded by Legislator 

Mule.

The item is before us.  Who is here 

to speak about the Item?

MS. ZAKI:  Good afternoon, 

Legislators.  Seema Zaki, Fiscal 

Director, Department of Human Services.  

Item 304-23 is a supplemental 

appropriation for additional increase in 

the state and federal aid for the fiscal 

year 2023. It is being allocated to fund 

the nonprofit agencies programs like 

nutrition, senior centers, case 

management, home health aides, respite 

caregiver programs.  It will be allocated 
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through a contract to the nonprofit 

agencies, all the 1.3.

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Is there any 

debate or discussion? Anybody have any 

questions?  

Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Hi. Is 

this in line with what we've received in 

the past? 

MS. ZAKI:  Yes. 

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Is it 

increased at all? 

MS. ZAKI:  It is increased. 

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Okay. 

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Any other 

legislators?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Any public 

comment?

Oh, I'm sorry, Legislator Walker. 

Sorry.

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Under the 
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nutrition, does this cover -- some of our 

school districts, the entire districts 

get free lunch, does that come out of 

this or is that come out of somewhere 

else?

MS. ZAKI:  This is separate. This is 

for the senior citizens. It's the 

congregate meals at the senior centers, 

home delivered meals.

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Okay, so this 

only deals with our seniors. Lunches we 

might bring to them or -- 

MS. ZAKI:  At the senior centers, 

the congregate meals and the home 

delivered meals at their homes.

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Any other 

legislators?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Any public 

comment?  

MS. MEREDAY:  Meta J. Mereday.

I'm all for these types of programs. 
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I'm just curious, again, with regard to 

the overall reporting at the end of the 

year where these programs are getting the 

most impact, or where there may be gaps 

that are not being addressed. 

Particularly, when we talk about a number 

of senior centers that do not have this 

type of programming or access for its 

local residents. So I'm just hoping that 

there is someone on the Committee that's 

addressing this, and it's nice to see 

that there's something on this agenda 

item.  

Again, it's very disheartening to 

come here and we're killing trees for a 

number of these Committees that have yet 

to have any type of listing or agenda 

item, particularly Veteran Services, 

Minority Affairs, etcetera. 

So I'm concerned, again, that we've 

got funded programs that are just not 

getting into the communities that need 

them the most. And there doesn't seem to 

be any kind of tracking or oversight to 
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determine, okay, this is where we are 

lacking, this is what we need to do about 

it. And we have people who are literally 

starving in their homes or cannot get to 

the noted facilities, or I should say, 

the well connected facilities to get 

these much needed resources. And we have 

a lot of residents, particularly our 

seniors and our veterans and those with 

physical challenges who can't get to a 

lot of these facilities. And again, I 

don't see any type of programs in place 

to provide them with that access. So I'm 

just putting it out there.

Again, I'm in support of this, but 

again, we need to be a little bit more 

effective and efficient as well as 

inclusive. 

Thank you.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  John, 

do you mind? 

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Sure.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Do you 

know of any senior center that doesn't 
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have this program with the subsidized 

lunches? I mean, if you can send us a 

list of those.  Normally the Meals on 

Wheels would be affiliated with that. So 

all the senior centers that I've been 

involved with for a long time have this, 

even smaller ones.  If you ever hear of 

one that doesn't have this program, let 

us know.

MS. MEREDAY:  Okay.  But also my 

concern is that the County is not 

coordinating with the Town with regard to 

its senior facilities that, again, could 

be a stronger impact to reach a lot of 

the residents as far as access.

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  From 

the way I understand it, all the senior 

centers basically get their funding, a 

lot of them, from the County. That's why 

they have to keep the tracking and 

everything, like Glen Cove, for instance, 

so they subsidize the lunches.  A really 

good lunch is $3.  It would normally 

probably cost like 8 to 10, but because 
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of this, it's subsidizes it. But if you 

hear of a senior center that doesn't have 

a program like this, you should let us 

know. Because most of them, from what 

I've seen, do. 

MS. MEREDAY:  Okay. 

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Thanks.

MS. MEREDAY:  No problem. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Any other public 

comment, discussion or debate?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Hearing none, all 

in favor of passing this Item, please 

signify by saying, "Aye".

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Senior Affairs Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye". )

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  Any opposed or 

abstention? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  The item passes 

unanimously.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SENIOR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 10.11.2023

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 12

CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:  There is no 

other business before this Committee.

May I have a motion to adjourn, by 

Legislator Walker, seconded by Legislator 

Lafazan.  

All those in favor, "Aye".

(Whereupon, all members of the 

Senior Affairs Committee respond in favor 

with, "Aye".)

CHAIRMAN GIUFFRE:  We stand 

adjourned.

Finance is next.

(Whereupon, the Senior 

Affairs Committee is adjourned, 

2:23 p.m.)  
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 C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF NEW YORK )

: SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public 

for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:

That the above is a correct 

transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 11th day of October, 2023.

Karen Lorenzo
Karen Lorenzo 
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