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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Good afternoon. At 

this time, I will call the Public Safety 

Committee to order and I will ask the 

Clerk to call the roll.  

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you, Madam 

Chair.  

Legislator Debra Mule.  

LEGISLATGOR MULE:  Here. 

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you.

Legislator Siela Bynoe?

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Here.  

CLERK PULITZER:  Ranking Member 

Delia DeRiggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Michael 

Giangregorio.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Mazi 

Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Vice Chairman 

Thomas McKevitt?

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Here.
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CLERK PULITZER:  Chairwoman Denise 

Ford?

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Here.  

CLERK PULITZER:  We have a quorum, 

Ma'am.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Thank you very 

much. 

There are four items on the agenda 

today which are Clerk Item numbers 

331-23; 332-23; 333-23; 334-23 

Clerk Item numbers 331-23, 322-23 

and 333-23 are ordinances supplemental to 

the annual appropriation ordinance in 

connection with the Office of Emergency 

Management. May I have a motion?

Moved by DeRiggi-Whitton, seconded 

by Legislator Bynoe. 

The items are before us. Good 

afternoon, sir. 

MR. DELANEY:  Thomas Delaney, Office 

of Emergency Management.

I'd like to just discuss 332-23 

first, because the other two have 

similarities. Makes it easier to discuss.
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So 332-23 is our emergency 

management performance grant. It's 

awarded to us non competitively through 

FEMA, pass through New York State. We use 

it primarily to offset the salary fringe 

expenses for the office, but also for 

travel expenses that can't be covered by 

our other grants. There is a 50% cost 

match on this one. And we've been getting 

this now every year for many years. 

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  And I'm glad to 

hear that, because I'm sure that you do 

have to travel for different events and 

different seminars and everything to be 

updated on everything. Correct any debate 

or discussion? 

MR. DELANEY:  Correct. And, you 

know, some of the travel is covered by 

our other Homeland Security grants, and 

we have to use this grant to backfill for 

others.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Legislator Mule.

LEGISLATGOR MULE:  Hi. Does this 

grant go up in cost over the years or has 
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it stayed flat?

MR. DELANEY:  It's been going down a 

little bit, unfortunately, just like 

everything else.  It's gone down probably 

from when I started maybe being around 

$510,000 to this year, $496,000. 

LEGISLATGOR MULE:  Have you been 

able to find funding in other places to 

make up for the loss?

MR. DELANEY:  Not really. No. There 

are very few of these types of grants 

available. Again, we use this to pay for 

our salaries and fringe in the office or 

offset. It doesn't cover the whole cost.

LEGISLATGOR MULE:  Right.  Okay. 

Thank you. So in other words, the extra 

money just comes from the County budget; 

is that correct?

MR. DELANEY:  Well, yes. And we have 

a cost match that does come from the 

County's budget. Yes, it has to. It's an 

in-kind.

LEGISLATGOR MULE:  Right. Okay. 

Thank you.
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MR. DELANEY:  All right. 

The other two are our State Homeland 

Security Grant Program, 331-23;  and our 

Urban Area Security Initiative 333-23 

called SHSP (SHIP) and UASI. Our total 

SHSP allocation for this year is 

$1,038,973. This is split between several 

departments that are involved in recovery 

operations, which include our ME Office, 

Health Department, Department of Public 

Works, along with OEM. We also use this 

to fund salaries within the office for 

employees that are 100% grant funded; 

there's no cost match on this one. 

Similarly, our UASI grant this year 

it was for $2,800,365. That is divvied up 

a little bit with our law enforcement 

agencies, because we have to put 35% to 

law enforcement. So to that, Corrections, 

Fire Marshal, PD and OEM share the 

funding on this grant. And we also again 

use it to pay for salaries for 100% grant 

funded employees in the office; no cost 

match on this one.
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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Okay. So then so 

the total amount that you receive aren't 

aren't necessarily just utilized solely 

for OEM, as you had indicated that you 

have to share it with whether it's the 

Nassau County Police Department or the 

Medical Examiner, so forth. Correct?

MR. DELANEY:  That is correct.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Thank you very 

much, sir.  Any public comment?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  All those in favor 

of passing this item, please signify by 

saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  The item passes 

unanimously.

******
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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Clerk Item 334-23 

which is an ordinance supplemental to the 

annual appropriation ordinance in 

connection with the District Attorney. 

May I have a motion?

Moved by Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton, 

seconded by Legislator Mule. 

The item is before us. Good 

afternoon, sir. 

ADA MCDERMOTT:  Good afternoon 

Chairwoman.  Good afternoon, Legislators. 

Dennis McDermott, Assistant District 

Attorney.

Number 334-23 is an ordinance that 

encompasses two supplemental 

appropriations.  The first is a $10,000 

grant from the New York State Division of 

Criminal Justice Services for the Byrne 

JAG, which goes towards funding for 

technologically improving programs. In 

this case, it's going to be used to help 

the cryptocurrency investigations. It's 

going to be supplemental software that 

they use now to enable them to go further 
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into tracking various crypto scenes. 

The second is from the New York 

State Office of Victim Services. It is 

for $1,355,884.41. It's used primarily to 

fund the crime victim advocates. And I 

think when we were here for the 

resolution to approve accepting it, 

Legislator McKevitt, you asked if this 

was newer. It's now for current. But 

before the grant, which I believe was 

started in 2018, there were three crime 

victim advocates, now there's 21. And 

it's used for fringes and salaries of the 

crime victim advocates.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  So currently 

there's 21 crime -- 

ADA MCDERMOTT:  There are now 21 

crime victim advocates here.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  In the DA's 

office?

ADA MCDERMOTT:  Correct.  That's 

separate, the County has their own.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  We have our own.  

Well, obviously they're much needed.
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ADA MCDERMOTT:  And the ones in the 

District Attorney's Office are after 

criminal charges have been filed. The 

County CVA's, handle ones where there's 

been no charges.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  I understand. And 

just having worked with our own crime 

victim unit on an issue, I'm amazed at 

the work that these advocates do and what 

comfort and relief that they can bring to 

many of these victims. So I can only 

imagine. And this is pre crime ones yours 

is after.   Wow, I'm impressed.  Anyone 

else?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  And I just want to 

correct on the record that this is item 

number 334-23. So I just want to make 

sure we have everything correct. 

Thank you very much, sir. 

ADA MCDERMOTT:  Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  All those in favor 

of passing this item, please signify by 
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saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  The item passes 

unanimously.

  *****
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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  May I have a 

motion to suspend the Rules? Moved by 

Legislator Pilip, seconded by Legislator 

Giuffre. All those in favor? 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  The Rules are 

suspended. 

There are two items on the Addendum. 

Clerk Item 342-23 is an ordinance 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 

ordinance in connection with the 

Probation Department. May I have a 

motion?  Moved by Legislator McKevitt, 

second by Legislator Pilip.

The item is before us. 

MR. SCHILIRO:  Joe Schiliro, Nassau 

County Probation Fiscal Officer. The two 

programs covered under this supplemental 

appropriation are the Stop DWI program. 

The item appropriates approximately 

$237,000 in funds.  DWIs represent about 

45% of all probation cases. 
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The second is the Reentry Task 

Force. It's a pass through grant 

administered by Nassau County Probation 

that serves offenders returning to Nassau 

County after release from the New York 

State prison system.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Your reentry 

program, does it also work with other 

programs as well, or is this the sole 

program that we use for those who are 

entering into society?

MR. SCHILIRO:  It's a New York State 

program, it's a New York State pass 

through. So it funnels through us. But 

New York State sets the parameters on it, 

and it's administered through an outside 

vendor leadership training institute.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Okay. All right. 

Anyone else?

Legislator Bynoe.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Good afternoon.  

So this is a reentry program. And this is 

for individuals who are actually 

convicted?
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MR. SCHILIRO:  Correct.  They've 

been convicted. They've been sentenced to 

incarceration as opposed to probation.  

They reenter into the population through 

this program upon release from the prison 

system.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  And so there's no 

reentry program that the Probation 

Department would have at all for folks 

outside of that realm, right?

MR. SCHILIRO:  No, not outside of 

that.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  And there's no 

program, as you understand it, at the 

County, either in the DA's office or -- 

MR. SCHILIRO:  Not, to my knowledge. 

No.  And like I said, this is a pass 

through program. So Probation is in the 

middle of it, but we do not have anything 

to do with the program, directing the 

program, the parameters are set by the 

State, the funding is set by the State. 

It passes through.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Do you have any 
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data you could share with us in regards 

to -- 

MR. SCHILIRO:  As far as -- let me 

see what we have (perusing).

Not specific data. Services include 

enhanced case management, transportation, 

family reunification services, emergency 

housing, provision of personal 

necessities, that type of thing. I don't 

have specific data in terms of 

individuals who pass through the program, 

though.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Would you be able 

to provide that? I think it would be 

something useful for this Body to review. 

MR. SCHILIRO:  Actually, I do have 

some some data here in terms of case 

conferences. This was in October 1, 2022 

to September 30, 2023. This is actually 

from October through July of '23. 

Performance year to date was 115 case 

conferences, 92 intakes, 92 Service 

coordination. Service coordination began 

92 individuals, 74 completed. That's what 
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I could tell you in terms of the data 

that I was provided with prior to walking 

over here today.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  I think one of 

the benchmarks for me, in terms of how 

successful the program is would be 

through the period of time to which there 

in case management and going through the 

program, whether they re-offend or 

they're successful in integrating into 

the public. So that's the kind of data I 

would like to see.  Thank you.

MR. SCHILIRO:  Okay. All right.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  I just have a few 

follow up questions then too:  So the 

Leadership Institute is the agency that 

does this reentry program?  

MR. SCHILIRO:  Correct.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  All right. And are 

they based here in Nassau County?

MR. SCHILIRO:  Yes.  In Hempstead.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Okay.  And they 

solely just work with individuals in 

Nassau County, or do they also provide 
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services -- 

MR. SCHILIRO:  To my knowledge, it's 

Nassau County.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Offhand, do you 

know how many employees they have there?

MR. SCHILIRO:  Focused on this 

particular grant, I believe it looks like 

three full time employees and then not a 

part time employee, but somebody who's 

got part time focus on that.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  And I'm also 

interested with recidivism to see how 

many people -- are we helping people to 

get on a better track rather than to keep 

going back? You know, and I guess even 

with their schooling and the possibility 

of getting some type of jobs or maybe put 

them through workforce development so 

that they could get jobs, that they can 

make money or whatever. 

And do they also follow up, like, do 

they provide any mental health type of 

services there as well? Or is this 

strictly -- 
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MR. SCHILIRO:  I believe they do an 

assessment, an individual assessment on 

each individual that comes through and 

determine what services need to be 

provided.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Okay. Because I'm 

sure that they could suffer from 

depression or whatever. 

All right. If you can get the 

information requested by Legislator 

Bynoe, I think that would be great.

Anyone else?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  

All those in favor of passing this 

item, please signify by saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  The item passes 
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unanimously.

   *****
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CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Clerk Item number 

356-23 is an ordinance supplemental to 

the annual appropriation ordinance in 

connection with the Police Department. 

May I have a motion?

Moved by Legislator Mule, seconded 

by Legislator Bynoe. 

The item is before us. Good 

afternoon, sir. 

INSPECTOR FIELD:  Good afternoon. 

William Field Inspector with the 

Police Department. Item 356-23 is several 

supplemental appropriations.

The first one is to appropriate 

$865,000 from the United States 

Department of Treasury. 

The second one is to appropriate 

$50,000 in funds received from the 

District Attorney's Office as a result of 

moneys seized under New York State 

Forfeiture Law. 

The third is $400,000 in funds 

received as of successful forfeiture 

actions for the misdemeanor forfeiture 
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funds. 

The next one is a supplemental 

appropriation of $2,383,070 from the US 

Department of Homeland Security as part 

of our Port Security Grant program.

After that is the 2023 GIVE 

Initiative grant, which is the Gun 

Involved Violence Elimination Grant. This 

is to appropriate $550,000 in funds from 

New York State Department of Criminal 

Justice.

And the last one is a grant for our 

Live Scan Acquisition Project. This is to 

assist the Department in purchasing new 

fingerprint machines and devices.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Any questions?

Legislator Bynoe.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Thank you, Madam 

Chair. Good day. 

I have a couple of questions:  

First, let's start with the State 

forfeiture funds. That comes from 

specifically some kind of split from the 

State as it relates to all police 
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agencies within the state, or is it 

specific to whatever, I guess, seizing 

that we did.

INSPECTOR FIELD:  My understanding 

is that is there is a breakdown. I don't 

know the breakdown. We get a specific 

amount from the District Attorney's 

Office. I could try to find out what that 

is and get back to you.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  That would be 

great. And also same would apply for the 

865 that comes from the US Treasury.

INSPECTOR FIELD:  That's a federal 

forfeiture. So that comes from the United 

States Department of Treasury based on 

investigations that the Police Department 

has assisted and participated in.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  So it's 

correlates with our seizures or does it 

correlate with the size of our Police 

Department; how is that allocated to us?

INSPECTOR FIELD:  This isn't a 

grant.  It would be more for police 

involvement that we had in an 
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investigation.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  And we 

investigate crimes or participate in 

these investigations that are regional.

INSPECTOR FIELD:  That involve 

multiple agencies outside the County.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  In so much that 

we even have some assets that assist with 

JFK in some of the work that we do there. 

We have dogs that are there and all that 

other stuff; is that correct?

INSPECTOR FIELD:  Not specific 

areas. I'm not 100% sure where, but we're 

always involved in inter-agency 

participation and task force and things 

of that nature.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Okay. If you 

could get back to us about that State 

number.

INSPECTOR FIELD:  The DA one?

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Yeah. 

INSPECTOR FIELD:  Yes. No problem. 

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  I would 

appreciate it. And honestly, I think a 
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little more information for this Body in 

general would be helpful regarding the 

the US Department of Treasury. Just so 

that we have a good handle on exactly how 

this money comes in. I think I have an 

understanding on where it's spent. 

Through the years I've been able to see 

its use and benefit and purpose. I just 

would like to know a little bit more 

about what it's connected to. The 

breakdown.

INSPECTOR FIELD:  The breakdown. 

Okay. Yes. 

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Thank you very 

much.

INSPECTOR FIELD:  You're welcome.

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Anyone else?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.) 

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Any public 

comment?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.) 

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Thank you very 
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much. 

All those in favor of passing this 

item, please signify by saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  The item passes 

unanimously. 

 There is no other business in front 

of this Committee, may I have a motion to 

adjourn?

Moved by Legislator McKevitt, 

seconded by Legislator Pilip.  

All those in favor?  

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRWOMAN FORD:  This Committee is 

now adjourned.  

Thank you.
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Planning is next. 

(Whereupon, the Public 

Safety Committee is adjourned, 

2:39 p.m.)  
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 C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF NEW YORK )

: SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public 

for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:

That the above is a correct 

transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 13th day of November, 2023.

Karen Lorenzo
Karen Lorenzo 
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