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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: We're
going to get started and I'd ask
Legislator and former Marine Corporal
Mullaney to lead us in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of
Allegiance is said by all.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Now, Mr. Pulitzer, would you please call
the roll?

CLERK PULITZER: Thank you Presiding
Officer.

Deputy Presiding Officer Thomas
McKevitt?

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Alternate Deputy
Presiding Officer John Ferretti?

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Siela
Bynoe?

LEGISLATOR BYNOE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Carrie

A. Solages?

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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LEGISLATOR SOLAGES: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Mule?

LEGISLATOR MULE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator

William Gaylor, III?

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Giuffre?

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Davis?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Kennedy?

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Mullaney?

LEGISLATOR MULLANEY: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator

Koslow?

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

Debra

John

Mazi

Scott

James

Patrick

Seth

8_



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 01.22.2023

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Scott
Strauss?

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Arnold
Drucker?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Rose
Marie Walker?

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Samantha
Goetz?

LEGISLATOR GOETZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Michael
Giangregorio?

CLERK PULITZER: Minority Leader
Delia DeRiggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Presiding Officer
Howard Kopel?

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: We have a quorum,
sir.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: As is the

custom over here, we will start out with

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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a presentation we call Top Cops. Come on
forward, please.

MR. SHANAHAN: Good afternoon. On
December 15th, 2023, Police Officer Lopez
from the Fourth Precinct was on patrol in
a shopping center of Oceanside. He was
approached by an employee of Sephora. PO
Lopez was advised that two males just
committed a larceny from Sephora. Officer
Lopez immediately put out a notification
on the radio, and Officers Caldarera and
Spaulding started responding to the area
to begin canvassing. Officer Caldarera
observed a white BMW on Oceanside Road.
He recognized his vehicle as a subject
vehicle from a grand larceny that
occurred two days in the past. Officer
Caldarera activated his emergency lights
and siren and conducted a stop of that
vehicle. He transmitted his location and
Officer Spaulding responded.

The Sephora employees then came to
the scene of the car stop and positively

identified the two subjects in the
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vehicle as the men that committed the
loss in earlier. The employee also
identified all three subjects as the
individuals that committed two other
larcenies from the store. All three
subjects were placed under arrest. Their
vehicle also contained proceeds from the
larceny.

All three subjects were charged with
grand larceny. Five cases countywide were
closed out, totaling approximately
$40,000 in stolen merchandise. Thanks to
PO Lopez putting himself in the area
where larcenys were being committed, as
well as Officers Caldarera and
Spaulding's quick response and knowledge,
they were able to take these felons off
the street. This is why the Nassau County
PBA is proud to announce Officers
Caldarera, Spaulding and Lopez as
Legislative Top Cops for January of 2024.
Thank you.

(Whereupon, applause.)

COMMISSIONER RYDER: Good afternoon.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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First of all, congratulations and
welcome. It's nice to see a whole bunch
of new faces up there. I had to look
around the room to the game playing field
down.

You know, it's a larceny arrest,
misdemeanor. Not the biggest thing in the
world, right? Except for this individual
had it five times. Five times that he was
caught. Five times that we can charge him
with. Not the other, probably 20 or 30
times that he committed these crimes,
these quality of life crimes that our
residents expect us to put a stop on. And
it's not easy. And the fact that our cops
use the intelligence that they're given,
put themselves in the right spot to be
there when these crimes are committed,
that's good police work day in and day
out. If it wasn't for the great work that
they do on quality of life, we' be
looking at a different scenario here in
Nassau County. But our cops go out there

day in and day out. They get the best

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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intelligence. They do that because of the
support that we get from this Body. We
thank you for that support, and we thank
you for giving us these young cops that
are out there doing this job every day.
(Whereupon, applause.)

OFFICER SPAULDING: I guess I'm just
humbled to be here, humbled to be able to
serve our community. And I'm happy that
what we did that day and what we do in
the future makes a difference. And thank
you for allowing us to be here and
recognizing us.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Legislator Mullaney.

LEGISLATOR MULLANEY: Yes. Just to
echo what the Commissioner just said, I
give you guys, a good heads up. The
confidence to approach the car. A real
big point of even recognizing the vehicle
that had previously been in an accident,
I think is is commendable. Nice job doing
that.

Also on top of that, $40,000 in

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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merchandise collectively is a lot of
money. So that and last I'll say is just,
thank you, not just for what you do with
what you guys are willing to do every
day. I think that that's the bigger
thing. The fact that you're willing even
just to step up to the plate is
commendable. Every tour that you work,
you make that same commitment. So again,
thank you.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Thank you,
Presiding Officer.

Legislator Mullaney and I represent
Oceanside, and so I, too, want to express
my gratitude to you for helping to keep
not only that community safe, but all of
our communities safe.

I was struck by the $40,000 that's
that's amazing. As the Commissioner
said, that might only be the tip of the
iceberg, but we got them, and you got
them, and that's great. And we are so
appreciative. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Legislator

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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Pilip.

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Thank you.

I also would like to thank each one
of you for everything you do to protect
our county. Every single day you are out
there to protect us and to create a safe
county. And we as elected officials will
be there for you. We will support you and
we salute you for your dedication and
hard work. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR GAYLOR: As the third
legislator that represents Oceanside, I'd
be remiss if I didn't say something.

Quality of life matters and pursuit
of those crimes matters because it often
leads to bigger and better things; 40,000
in this case, we've heard last month, I
think it was handguns recovered in an
incident, drugs. We want you to keep
doing what you're doing. Be tough on
crime. Our constituents are continually
complaining about these petty little
crimes and how they affect the community.

It's just plain and simple; good police

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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work.

I know the Commissioner has got your
back. Keep doing what you're doing, all
right. I know the constituents really
appreciate it. So God bless you all and
keep it up. Thanks.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Good
afternoon.

On a different topic, I would just
like to take a moment to thank
Commissioner Ryder, our police officers
and the special units that responded to
the swatting incident at Newbridge Road
School last week.

Your swift and thorough response was
outstanding. You helped ease fears of a
community and thank goodness it was
unfounded. After what the community
experienced, you went above and beyond.

Thank you for holding the police
interactive day at the school. The photos
were unbelievable. The students and this
staff, I'm sure, were beyond grateful as

a lot of the responses that I was able to

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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read.

This is the reason why Nassau County
Police Department is the finest police
department in the country. So thank you
for all you do.

(Whereupon, applause.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: So why
don't you all come up for a quick
picture?

(Whereupon, citation

presented. Photos taken.)

* Kk kK K%k
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay, now
we have a period of public comment. I
know many of you are here on a specific
item. And we're going to call that call
those when we get to the item.

Let's start out with Richard
Clolery. And by the way, comments are
limited to three minutes. So please make
sure that you stay within the time.
Richard, are you here?

MR. CLOLERY: Greetings, members of

the Legislature. I, Richard Clolery, have

come once again to plead for the safety
of pedestrians and also to increase the
bus funding.

Lately, I've been hearing nothing
but horror stories about people getting
hit by cars, whether it's distracted,
accidental, or drunk or whatever. Let me

ask you a question, I'd like an answer:

When you look at us, do you look at us as

people who pay taxes, who support this

county in our own ways? Or do you view as

a less than human? Come on. I'd like an

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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answer. Please.
(Whereupon, no verbal

response.)

MR. CLOLERY: Be that as it may, I
feel that too many lives are being taken
by drunk driving. Look, I get it. This
place is a car culture. But cars come
with a responsibility and people have
forgotten this, whether they're on their
phones there or distracted or drunk or
simply out of their minds.

We need to enforce our traffic laws,
the ones we have on the books, and create
new ones.

Also, we need to create alternatives
because gas prices are not going to get
any cheaper. And we need in some places
in Nassau County that we can't reach.
Like Jericho, for instance. I have a
doctor who's up there. I have to arrange
for a 1lift to get up there because
there's no buses that go up to Jericho.

I would like to increase funding to

places that need buses but don't prefer

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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fixed routes, can have an alternative
rideshare, you know? Anyway. Thank you.
Have a good day.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Next is
Jacques Province.

MR. PROVINCE: Good afternoon. My
name is Jacques Province. I'm here
representing HAFLI. That stands for
Haitian American family of Long Island.

HAFLI is a non-profit organization,
501-C3, that has been working as a bridge
in facilitating acculturation process of
Haitian American in Long Island.

HAFLI, in its mission, is to
facilitate the adaptation of the Haitian
American community in Nassau County on
Long Island, and has been providing
direct and indirect services to
individuals, families, and service
providers for nearly 25 years, and it
assist also families with navigating
social service problem in the school
system and language barriers.

HAFLI provides counseling to

20 =
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families in need. HAFLI is working in
partnership with other institution to
fulfill its mission.

Therefore, to end the short words
that I have to say, HAFLI needs funding
to continue its service to the Nassau
County residents.

I thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Susan Lubrano.

MS. LUBRANO: My name is Susan
Lubrano. I'm the owner of Therapy
Services of Greater New York. We have
occupational therapists and physical
therapists in our clinic. Unfortunately,
in the past three years or more, two
years, I would say, it's almost
impossible to hire therapists. You put an
ad out, and the children from the ages of
3 to 5 years old are not getting
treatment. It's really sad. They have
neurological problems.

I've been a therapist for 40 years,

and the price has been the same that we

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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pay the therapists, or the rate has been
the same. In addition to that, the
therapists are going to New York City to
work because the rate is higher.

I don't know what to say, but I have
a waitlist of over 15 children who are
not getting services. It's been too long.
It's been really too long. And to watch
children not get their services is really
sad. The therapists just can't afford to
stay.

So that's what I have to say. Thank
you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.
Dimitrios Giuseppes.

MR. GIUSEPPES: Good afternoon,
ladies and gentlemen. My name is
Dimitrios Giuseppes. I'm honored to stand
before you as the assistant director at
Metro Therapy. With 25 years of
dedicated service in this field, I've
witnessed the evolving landscape of
therapy, holding various roles that have

led me to my current position.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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Today, I'm here to help address the
pressing issue demanding our immediate
attention: The critical shortage of
therapists. The demand for their services
has reached unprecedented levels, yet we
face a shortage that poses a significant
challenge to meeting the needs of our
community. As related service providers
graduate, students are burdened by
financial obligations from student loans
to mortgages make it increasingly
difficult for them to prioritize the
crucial work of therapy.

Currently, service providers are not
incentivized to stay beyond their own
sense of dedication and eventually
succumb to economic responsibilities. The
disparities in reimbursement rates set 27
years ago have created a situation where
providers are forced to make difficult
choices merely to make ends meet. This is
not a matter of whether action is needed,
it's about how we address this challenge.

I propose the solution aim to both

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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support our current providers and invite
new ones into the field. Let's explore
increasing and equalizing the
reimbursement rates in Nassau County
across the field of early childhood. This
strategic move will encourage providers
residing in Nassau to serve within the
county, and those in Suffolk will be
drawn to Nassau due to the higher rate.
By doing this, we not only establish
equality among providers, but also create
an incentive for new therapists to
contribute to the well-being of Nassau
County's children. Furthermore, we have
the unique opportunity to set a precedent
for neighboring counties encouraging them
to follow suit.

To ensure the sustainability of this
initiative, I recommend a regular review
every four years. This periodic
assessment will enable us to adapt to
changing circumstances, preventing our
children from facing the same challenges

27 years from now.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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In conclusion, I urge you to
consider this proposal seriously. By
equalizing reimbursement rates, we foster
a sense of equality, attract new
providers, set a precedent for
neighboring counties, and ultimately
safeguard the well-being of our families
of Long Island.

Thank you for your time and
sincerely hope your thoughtful
consideration of this matter.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

David Tellerman.

MR. TELLERMAN: Hello, my name is
David Tellerman and I am the director at
New York Therapy. I'm here to discuss the
crisis that we are facing with the
preschool special education population.
These children receive the services of
speech, occupational and physical
therapy. Unfortunately, hundreds of
children are not receiving these services
for one reason only. And that is, Nassau

County has not increased the rates for 27

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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years; 27 years. And what industry would
this ever be acceptable? Unfortunately,
in this industry, it's a special needs
children that are paying the price for
this.

Providers of these services are
leaving the industry in droves. They have
taken jobs working with other populations
in which to pay is significantly higher.
These providers have made it clear that
they cannot afford to work for such a low
rate. It is not a rate that is
sustainable for families to live on.

According to the US Bureau of Labor
Statistics, with inflation, the rate of
$40, which was established 27 years ago,
is now equal to $79.49. This is what it
should be today. It has not moved, again,
in 27 years. We are nowhere near this at
this point. How many of you would be
willing to work today for the pay that
you received in 19967

There are 62 counties in New York

State. Some of these counties pay as high

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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as $80 per session. At least a dozen
counties have a rate of $70 or higher.
Nassau County's rate of $40 per session
is at the bottom of the list, which you
can see 1in this picture.
(Whereupon, referring to his
poster presentation.)

MR. TELLERMAN: There is truly no
lower rate in the entire state. This
needs to be changed immediately, and only
Nassau County can make this change.
Nassau County should be a leader for
special education children.

As a top provider in special
education, New York Therapy is working
with razor thin margins and in many cases
we are losing money. This is
unsustainable. Many agencies have stopped
providing special education preschool
services due to these rates. When more
agencies follow suit, this would be
catastrophic for the special needs
preschool children in Nassau County. When

these children are not receiving their

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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services, it means that they are not
receiving their legal mandates.

Imagine that you learn for the first
time that your child was diagnosed with
autism, and that there were no providers
available to help your child. This can
only be described as devastation for a
family.

Preschool special education needs a
significant change in the rates and not a
quick fix small change. We need to
attract the providers that have left the
industry. This can only be done with a
rate change that reflects the fact that
there have been no changes in 27 years.

We are truly in crisis mode. Please
make the long overdue change today in
order for the Preschool Special Education
program to survive.

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you,
Gayle Kligman.

MS. KLIGMAN: My name 1is Gayle

Kligman, executive chairman of Family of
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Kids and founder of Kids Therapy
Services. Two weeks ago, my colleagues,
directors of special education,
therapists and parents, stood before this
legislature to share the state of
preschool special education in this
county. I will be brief and just provide
very important data for you to consider.

I have been providing these services
to the County for over 25 years and have
never experienced the critical junction
we are, we are at right now. We currently
have over 200 children waiting to be
assigned therapists, and we are just in
January when we begin to see the largest
number of new referrals and children
aging out of early intervention in need
of preschool services. Therapists have
abandoned the preschool program due to
the lower reimbursement rate.

Data show from NYSED that again, as
we Jjust said, Nassau County is the lowest
in the state. Utilizing, as we just said,

also the CPI from 1996, when the last

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

29 =



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 01.22.2023

increase was given, the $40 rate should
now be $79.47 for a 30 minute session. I
am submitting this information -- and I
have packets to share with all of you --
along with the sheet showing how
Westchester County, just recently in
September of this last year, raised their
rates. We have no difficulty attracting
and retaining therapists in that area.

Statistics show that for every
dollar spent, $7 is saved in the future.
The burden will then be placed on local
school districts if these children do not
receive services. A significant and
timely raise in rates is the only way we
will bring therapists back and attract
new ones and retain the ones we have.

It is my understanding that monies
that were supposed to be used for
services in the Recovery Act are now
being earmarked for things such as
entertainment celebrating Nassau's
anniversary. There is no better way to

recognize Nassau history than by making
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sure we do the right thing for its
future: Its children.

At this time, we look to each of you
and the constituents you serve to do
right by these at risk children and their
families. Time is running out.

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Larry Johnston.

MR. JOHNSTON: Good afternoon. My
name is Larry Johnston, and my wife and I
are the owners of New York Therapy
Placement Services.

NYTPS has been servicing special
needs children in Nassau County since
1986. In that time, we have serviced
thousands of children in the preschool
age range, but we're at a crossroads now.

Isaac Newton's third Law of motion
states that for every action there is an
equal and opposite reaction. Nassau
County now raising reimbursement rates
for related services in a preschool arena

for 27 years and currently anchoring the
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bottom rate of all New York State's 62
counties, has caused children aged 3 to
5, in many cases, either not to receive
services or to have their services
significantly delayed. This is a direct
result of the County not having to manage
this program robustly. That falls under
their sole purview. There's no deflection
here. It's not a New York State issue.
It's not a federal government issue. It's
a Nassau County issue.

Nassau County is solely responsible
for setting rates and has abdicated its
responsibility for this program. This is
a self-created problem. Therapists are
making informed decisions to find other
work in areas outside the preschool
services where they are paid a wage,
reflecting their level of education and
skill set. You have not made them valued
partners. You've actually pushed them
away. Those providers who live in Nassau
and border Queens and Suffolk have made

the informed decision to treat there
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instead of Nassau because their rates are
higher, even though they are still below
the state average. Those providers living
in adjacent counties have also decided to
no longer service in Nassau County.

In addition, new graduates are being
steered away from pediatrics by local
universities here on the island because
of these bottom dwelling rates, causing
an even worse shortage of providers.

As an agency, we've only been able
to strategically manage the economics in
the back end of this program because of
the high volume of work we produce. This
is no longer a viable program to manage
as currently configured. Unless
significant action is taken by this Body
or other decision makers within the
county, this program will collapse very
quickly. Without your help and
assistance, you will send a clear message
that special needs children in Nassau
County are not worth the time or effort.

There is truly very little diligence to
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do. In fact, I'll sum it up for you in
three words: 27 years.

By raising these reimbursement rates
to reflect the inflated cost of living,
Nassau County would be able to start the
process of recapturing those lost
providers and drive down the extended
delays and servicing these children.

We're all here today, including you,
because we have a passion for what we do.
But passion alone does not pay the high
cost of living on Long Island. Nor does
it help a company sustainability to
employ hundreds of workers in the area.
Nassau County is 35% below the State's
average reimbursement rate for this
program. That is unacceptable. You and
those who work alongside you have the
ability to correct this situation in
short order.

I respectfully request that a
sincere and serious effort be undertaken
to do so. We're always willing to meet

offline to discuss the matter.
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Thank you very much.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Linda
Roeder.

MS. ROEDER: Hi. Good afternoon. My
name is Linda Roeder. I would like to
talk about preschool related services in
Nassau County. Preschool related services
for those who don't know, are mainly
services provided by licensed speech
therapists, occupational therapists,
physical therapists, and licensed social
workers.

I am the mother of four. My youngest
son has autism. I have six grandchildren.
My five year old grandson still receives
speech therapy; he has since he was two.
I can personally attest to the benefits
and success of these services.

For over 20 years, I have been the
Business Manager for Kids Therapy
Services, an agency that provides
preschool services. I know there has been
no increase for preschool related

services in over 27 years.
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My first few years with Kids
Therapy, I served as the evaluation
coordinator, speaking with hundreds of
parents. I can tell you from personal
experience and from talking with parents,
one of the most difficult things for a
parent to hear is that their child has a
disability, or is not developing the same
as other children. For some parents, this
is a shock. For others, it is a painful
confirmation of what they already knew.

After a child is evaluated, there is
a meeting at the district where the
strengths and weaknesses are discussed
and if warranted, an Individualized
Education Plan is created. Services are
granted based on the child's needs.
Parents are assured that there are
services that can help their child. My
family was very lucky. My son and
grandson received the services they need,
but for many children they are not so
lucky. They are waiting weeks or months

for services to begin. Some children
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never received the services they so
greatly need because there are not enough
providers. They have to wait until they
enter kindergarten. And for most of these
children, this means that their
developmental delay will be worse, not
better, as they enter kindergarten.

For over 20 years, I have had the
honor and privilege of working with some
of the most hard working, devoted and
dedicated professionals in Nassau County.
I have seen hundreds of children come
through our doors and learn to talk,
walk, hold a crayon and basic other
childhood milestones that most parents
take for granted that their children will
be able to do. Why is it so hard to find
providers? Because they are leaving
preschool services and going to work in
school districts or other facilities
where they are making so much more money.
And who can blame them? They have to
provide for their selves and their

families as well.
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I would ask that as you look at the
budget and consider an increase for these
services, you consider what it costs you
to live in 1997. How much did you earn in
199772 Could you afford to pay your 2024
bills with your 1997 paycheck? Neither
can they. Yet this is what is expected of
them.

I would also like to say that I
don't know how many children receive
Medicaid, but I do know that Medicaid
reimburses Nassau County for the services
that those children receive.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: John
O'Shea.

MR. O'SHEA: Good afternoon
everyone.

My name is John O'Shea and I am the
president and co-founder of the Ryan
Patrick O'Shea Foundation. I am here
today to ask the members of the
Legislature to consider allocating funds
from the American Rescue Plan to improve

mental health awareness and help end the
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threats of suicide in the County of
Nassau.

As I am sure you are all aware,
suicide is a major public health crisis,
and it will take all of us to end the
threats of suicide.

My wife and I founded the Ryan
Patrick O'Shea Foundation five years ago,
when we lost our 18 year old son to
suicide. Sadly, we didn't understand that
Ryan and so many others don't have the
tools they need to navigate the struggles
they will encounter during their lives.
So many people, young and old, don't
understand that they are not alone in
their struggles. The mission of the Ryan
Patrick Foundation is to increase mental
health awareness and encourage education
to prevent suicide.

For the past five years, one of the
ways we have been advocating for suicide
prevention is to fund a program called
Sources of Strength in our local schools.

This program offers hope, health, and
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strength to all that become involved in
it. The Source of Strength program has
been unifying and opening the lines of
communication in schools and in the
families of those involved with it. It is
a data driven, evidence based program
that i1s presented by certified trainers.
It is endorsed by New York State and many
other states in the country.

To date, with the support of many
generous supporters, the Ryan Patrick
O'Shea Foundation has been able to fund
this program in nine Nassau County school
districts, and it has had positive impact
on thousands of students and staff in
those districts. This is a life saving
and life altering program.

A little more than a week ago, I had
an opportunity to address guidance
counselors from 65 local school
districts. The message from all of them
was, how can we get this program into our
schools? Unfortunately, our foundation

will not be able to fund this program for
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many more school districts in Nassau
County. Fortunately, you, the members of
this legislative body can make this
happen for those schools that desperately
need your help to get this life saving
and life altering program in.

Please consider allocating some of
the American Rescue Plan funds to rescue
the students of Nassau County from the
depression, anxiety, and suicidal
ideation that far too many are suffering
with.

The Ryan Patrick O'Shea Foundation
pledges to work with all of you to make
this happen in schools across Nassau
County. The Ryan Patrick O'Shea
Foundation stands to make nothing from
this request, except to promote the best
possible mental health for the students
of Nassau County.

You have the opportunity to make a
tremendous difference in the lives of
hundreds of thousands of students by

helping them understand that they do not
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stand alone, that all of you here stand
with them.

If I could ask one more thing, could
you consider putting "988" in your
resources for mental health in the County
website?

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you,
Mr. O'Shea. Condolences on your loss.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Doron
Spleen.

MR. SPLEEN: Good afternoon members
of the legislation. My name is Doron
Spleen, and I'm the founder and executive
director of Morrison Mentors, a
non-profit organization dedicated to
increase in educational opportunities for
underserved students and their families.

Established in 2012, Morrison
Mentors was named in honor of my mentor
and tutor, Arthur Morrison, a Hempstead
resident, educator and outstanding
community member who provided free

tutoring and mentorship to Nassau County
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youth.

Our vision here at Morrison Mentors
is to engineer a self-sustaining
community model that embraces STEM as a
career pathway out of poverty. Our
programs not only aim to improve student
STEM literacy and develop 21st century
skills, but also to cultivate their STEM
identity by helping them develop a sense
of belonging, confidence, interests, and
academic achievement in STEM.

An integral part of our
organizations success is our high school
and collegiate STEM Apprenticeship and
Workforce Development program. Through
this program, we recruit students 14
years and older to learn, train, and
reteach our STEM curriculum to their
peers throughout Nassau County. What
better way to show that you've learned
something than to reteach it to someone
else?

Since the pandemic, we've noticed a

severe decline in employment readiness
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traits among our young adults than ever
before. A majority of our young adults
lack consistency, self-awareness,
punctuality, presentation, preparedness,
basic hygiene habits, grit, confidence,
initiative, appropriateness, financial
literacy, and most importantly,
analytical reasoning. What is consistent
is that these same workforce deficiencies
can be found in the growing number of
individuals who are more interested in
consuming technology, rather than using
technology to create. And this is a
problem.

With STEM jobs expected to grow
10.5% between 2020 and 2030, compared to
7.5% growth for non-STEM jobs, it is
essential for us as a county to groom the
next generation of innovators and problem
solvers.

For that reason, I'm in full support
of the legislation to move the American
Rescue Plan funding into general funds.

These funds can be utilized by Nassau
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County organizations like Morrison
Mentors to support, inspire, and empower
our young adults to pursue career
pathways that will enable them to thrive
and support their families here in Nassau
County.

Thank you for your time.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Judy
Cataldo.

MS. CATALDO: Hi, my name is Judy
Cataldo, and I'm representing, the Elmont
Cultural Center and Mimi Johnson, who is
sick with the flu. So she asked me if I
would just read some statements.

She wanted to clarify, and the
community wants to clarify that we
understand that there was going to be
funding that was directly going to be
able to be used by the communities. And I
understand that there were federal funds
that weren't used, that were supposed to
be going to enhance the communities. And
is that the funding that we're talking

about today?
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: By the
way, Jjust everyone should understand this
is not a question and answer.

MS. CATALDO: Oh, that's okay. I
just wanted to make sure that I wasn't
talking in inaccurate terms, that's all
just clarifying.

And I understand that the funding is
being withheld. And I just wanted to
clarify again, open question that was,
was this the funding that was supposed to
be given to the communities in 2023, or
are we talking about the forthcoming for
20247

The reason that I was asked to speak
today is because I understand that the
communities were going to be using these
funds to have a Juneteenth celebration,
which they were very excited about. This
celebration enhances the community, young
and old, and creates unity, pride and
civic awareness, which the complete
Legislature says is that that's what we

want for Nassau County. We want an
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inclusive neighborhood, we want an
inclusive civic community.

And the other question, which I'm
hoping that you might be able to direct
me for, 1is that we understand that Nassau
County is planning this fabulous
celebration for our anniversary, and I
want to know if that's being cut also, if
everything else is being cut for the
community.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: I would
suggest, as I've said, that this is not a
qgquestion and answer. You do have a
legislator and I would urge you to
contact your legislator's office. The
phone numbers and contact is readily
available, and I'm sure whoever it is
will be quite responsive.

MS. CATALDO: Thank you very much.
Thank you for your time.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Sarah
Golden.

MS. GOLDEN: Good afternoon,

Legislators, and thank you for having us
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here today to talk about Backyard Players
and Friends.

Backyard Players is a local,
inclusive, arts-based community program
for young adults with intellectual
disabilities. We currently have 15
interactive classes a week and have over
200 participants.

We are extremely proud of our new
community service project, Love Nana, a
volunteer and donation based program
creating baby bundles compiled of gently
used baby items provided to families in
need.

Love Nana's mission is twofold: To
assist these families while creating a
space for our Backyard Players and the
greater community to work together to
build skills with a shared goal of
helping others. I'd like to introduce
Nana, who is here with us today
(referencing). Joan Highland, Nana, is a
real person. Because behind every

initiative for social services to others
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and change in the world is a real person
doing real work.

Love, Nana is constantly met with
donations. What started through word of
mouth and social media has moved to
sponsored drives held by schools, Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts, sports teams and
families all over Long Island. Last
Sunday alone, we had over 40 CYO
basketball players run a detergent drive
for us.

Enter our volunteers. Our
participants from backyard players,
community members, students from local
schools from Rockville Center, East
Meadow, BOCES, Valley Stream and New Hyde
Park offer up their time at Love, Nana.

Donations are clean folded and
transformed into our Baby Bundles, each
carefully and beautifully packaged with a
signed card from the volunteers who
assembled it. These are our gifts to the
family, and they reflect the love that we

put into making them. We also have our
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own team of Nana's, senior citizens who
share their talents by making sweaters,
hats, blankets, and dolls.

The bundles are then distributed to
local social services and delivered to
moms and babies in need. Our bundles have
been gifted in Hempstead, Lynbrook,
Massapequa, Oceanside, Baldwin, Mount
Sinai, Mercy Hospital, Bethany House,
Ukraine and a volunteer of ours
personally delivered two bundles to the
MODO Foundation on her trip to Africa.

We work hard to answer the call, but
we can't do it alone. We continue to work
and our collaborations have grown tenfold
with no signs of slowing down or
stopping. You will find that the words
"no" and "can't" are not in our
vocabulary.

I know we are in a room of people
who they themselves are busy doing the
work, but I would like to invite you to
come for a visit to Love, Nana. And we

are grateful and proud of the circle of
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giving back that we have created. People
want to help. You just have to ask them.

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you,
Stephanie Chase.

MS. CHASE: Good afternoon,
Legislators.

The funds that were earmarked for
the communities to beautify, to help at
the food banks, the churches, the
libraries, my understanding is that it's
going to be taken away and put towards
Nassau County celebrations. I don't know
if any of you have gone throughout the
communities and seen people standing on
line at the food banks. It's really
jolting. And everybody up here is blessed
that they don't have to do that. Just
have some compassion. Have some
compassion for people.

The celebration for Nassau
anniversary, whoop-de-do. People need
services. And listening to this mental

health issue. Don't you realize what's
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going on with these kids? I never saw so
many children or young adults wanting to
kill themselves. Kill themselves,
thinking that there's no better tomorrow.
How could that be? I mean, I used to play
with my Barbie dolls. I had no cares in
the world. But these kids now it's
different. They facing things that you or
I have never. They had to grow up too
fast.

So I'm just asking also to have that
money going to the libraries. That's
really valuable. I'm from the Lakeview
community, a proud member of the Lakeview
Civic Association, a proud member of the
board of the NAACP in Lakeview. And we do
that. We're out. We're out in the streets
and we see what's going on. And I just
just wish you would all take a moment to
see or just go through.

You don't have to be afraid.
Legislator Gaylor has been coming out and
he's listening to our concerns. And I'm

really happy about that because I really
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didn't expect that from him. But you
should all come out and just see, go to
other areas and see, we're just people.
And just see what your constituents are
going through. It's the have and the have
nots. Thank you so much.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Robin Garrison Bolling.

MS. BOLLING: Good afternoon,
Legislators. My name is Robin Bolling and
I am representing the Westbury/New Cassel
NAACP. It is my understanding that the
funding from the American Red Cross Plan
Acting Fund is going to be used for other
things. I'm here requesting that we get
our share because we are an organization.

I just want to read you our vision
and mission statement, the vision of the
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People: "We envision an
inclusive community rooted in liberation,
where all persons can exercise their
civil and human rights without

discrimination".
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As a community, we're raising
children now. And in this society at this
time, our children need all the help they
can get. And if that means joining the
organization such as ours or any other
organization community based in their
community to uplift them so they have
other things to think about, to talk
about, to get involved with so they don't
turn to gangs, they don't turn to
depression. They have something to get
excited about. There's so much happening
in the world, and with organizations like
ours, we're teaching them. We're teaching
them how to uplift one another. We're
teaching them how to get involved into
other things besides themselves. We're
teaching them to include everyone, not
just the person that looks like you, but
everybody around you, because what
affects them affects you. And in the long
term, if we're not really thinking about
that in the long term, we're going to

build adults that think about no one. But
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with our organization and many other
organizations that are here that are
represented, we're trying to make sure
that our children understand it's not
just about you, it's about everybody
around you.

And I want you guys to understand
that we need your help. And if that help
comes in the way of funding, whatever
funding you can give us, whatever funding
you can allot to us, please give it to
us. Please help us to continue doing what
we're doing in our communities to uplift
our children, our seniors and everyone
around, because what affects them affects
us. And thank you for your time.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Carmen Lloyd.

MS. LLOYD: Good afternoon,
Legislators. I come to you out of a
passion for children education and
equaling the playing field. I was invited
to come and speak on behalf of the NAACP.

With NAACP, I am the educational chair. I
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also am on the Board of Trustees for the
Westbury Library. Education, again, is my
passion.

I served for over 40 years in the
public school system in New York City and
in other areas where I know about
advocacy and making sure that our voice
be heard when decisions about funding
have to be made.

I've lived in Westbury for over 40
years. 1 love my community and I serve
wherever I can to make sure that we get
an equal piece of the pie.

So my appeal before I go any
further, please make sure Westbury is up
there on the list and we get an equal
piece of the pie. Getting an equal piece
of the pie means coming to you guys and
saying, please make wise and informed
decisions about what the communities
need.

Robin spoke about NAACP. We do a lot
in that community. We'll do a lot more

with the resources given that will enable
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us to do things like, we're talking about
putting a mentorship program together.
We're talking about working with our high
school children, many of whom -- and be
aware of that, too, when we talk about
education. Our children have lost at
least two or more years in learning, and
not only because of our fault, but
because of the condition in which we
live. Covid has changed the playing
field.

Our community is diverse. We service
as children from every part of the world.
We probably have the greatest amount of
need for education funding for programs
like ESL, second language learners. We
have a big need for just funding our
children and families.

I welcome the fact when everyone was
talking about mental health issues,
that's huge, and we need more funding for
it. I was very happy when our library was
able to offer mental health resources,

and we were like picking from crumbs to
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get a student to come from one of our
local colleges, to volunteer as a person
who when children are in crisis, the
school is not filling that gap, but they
can come to the library and talk to a
social worker. So libraries are more than
just, come pick up a book.

So my appeal is, remember us in the
funding and make wise decisions, because
we are also going to be leaving a legacy
when we don't support the things we feel
are valued. Do we value our children? Do
we value education? Value them. And make
sure Westbury gets a piece of the pie.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.
Rhenaye Hornsby.

MS. HORNSBY: Good afternoon. I am
speaking on behalf of the NAACP Westbury
branch, and I would just like to echo
what my two members spoke about, and
those are resources. A lot of the
activities that we do in the NAACP are on
a volunteer basis. And thank goodness for

organizations like Northwell Health and
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LIJ hospital, that we're able to get free
services for them. And as Robin and
Carmen spoke about, sometimes you need to
hire people to come out. Not everybody is
willing or have the time to come out for
free. So we're advocating and hoping and
beseeching that you will provide funding
so that we could do the after school in
addition to what the schools do. They
can't do it all.

I visited a library out in Half
Hollow Hills for a meeting, and they
actually had a program where the children
after school came into the library to get
additional services. And we want to do
things like that. We have the Yes, We Can
Center where we can set up additional
programs.

The other piece is, one of the
biggest missions of the NAACP nationally:
Mental health. And I think every person
in here that drives or wherever you are,
somebody is doing something so crazy and

you're saying to yourself, what's going
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on? We're all suffering. We're all
suffering from PTSD from what just
happened to us and what we're still going
through.

Basically, what I'm saying is give
us a little money and we'll help keep
some of those folk from being as crazy as
this world has made us. And I'm
particularly talking about Covid. We're
still going through it. I still wear my
mask. I just don't have it on right now.

But we really have to be careful
about where we put our money, because
what affects one community affects all
communities. It affects our cities, which
then boils over into our state and into
our country. And we need to be together
no matter what. Thank you for your time
and have a good day.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Alisa
Samuels-Stein,

MS. SAMUELS-STEIN: Hi, my name is
Alisa Samuel-Stein. I'm the district

psychologist for Port Washington School

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

60 =—



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 01.22.2023

District. I've been working there for 23
years, and currently I'm the chairperson
for preschool special education. And I
also oversee all of our out of district
students from 5 to 22.

So let me tell you a little bit
about how, because I'm one of the people
who actually determines who gets the
speech OT and PT, these related service
providers that all of these agencies are
here speaking about, that we can't find.

So what happens is we get a
referral, whether it's from EI or from
the parent. They come and the student is
first evaluated. Standardized testing is
used, it's empirically based. A whole
team meets, I'm the chairperson. Based on
not only the testing but also classroom
performance and hearing the parents, I
will determine if that child actually has
a disability and what type of a
disability it is. And we all know that
the range of typical and normal

development is great, but these are
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children that don't fall in this range.
So whether the child needs speech, OT, PT
or everything will be determined at that
meeting. So I'm the person eventually who
makes that determination.

The problem is, is that we can all
be in agreement that I don't know,
"Johnny" needs speech, and I make the
recommendation and I give the parents all
of the agencies and we all go and try and
find someone, and then there's no one to
be found, not because they don't want to
work, but it's because they're not
getting paid enough money. So they are
going to other places like hospitals,
like public schools, and working for
early intervention. These are wonderful
people that we need.

I can tell you, having worked with
children all the way up until the age of
22, that when we get and intervene at an
early age, we see significant improvement
as these children grow up. So in the

terms of being pennywise and pound
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foolish, I think that's what's happening
right now. Because eventually, if we
don't give these children at an early age
the right types of supports, eventually
we're going to pay for it. We're going to
have to provide the supports later on,
and it'll just be that much more money.

So I really, truly encourage you to
consider hearing what everyone else said
with all the statistics and increasing
their pay wages.

And one other thing, I just want to
let you know that I do really appreciate
seeing those posters up today. Thank you
so much.

(Whereupon, referring to

posters of missing children.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Mary Ellen Kreye.

MS. KREYE: Good afternoon, Mary
Ellen Kreye from Uniondale. I'm on the
board for Uniondale Community Council,
which is a 46 year old organization

dedicated to youth services, community
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development and civic concerns. Our youth
project has been deeply involved with our
young people since 1980. So we have a
track record.

Our Board urges the Legislature to
release the funds federal opioid
addiction funds to community
organizations, especially to serve our
youth at this time of crisis. It is our
understanding that only 1/12, 1/12 has
been distributed at this time of urgency.
Unbelievable.

Further, we have learned that the
American Rescue funding isn't being
designated for Covid abatement for
organizations and businesses. This is not
the way for this county to do business.
We urge you to follow the guidelines and
move the funding to the appropriate
places. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.
All right. This concludes our public
comment. We have public comment on items

for specific items and that will come
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later.

* Kk Kk kK
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Right now
we're going to call our Emergency, and
that would be on Clerk Item 20-2024. A
motion by Deputy Presiding Officer
McKevitt, seconded by Minority Leader
DeRiggi-Whitton on the emergency. That's
a motion to establish the emergency.

Any comment?

(Whereupon, no verbal

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All right.

All those in favor of establishing the
emergency, please say, "Aye".
(Whereupon, all members of
the Full Legislature respond in
favor with, "Aye".)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any
opposed?
(Whereupon, no verbal
response.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: That is
unanimous.
So we have the emergency

established.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

66 =l



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 01.22.2023

The item is a resolution confirming
the appointment by the County Executive
of Veronica Renta Irwin as a judge of the
District Court for the Second Judicial
District, pursuant to Section 21 (D) of
the Article 6 of the Constitution.

That motion is made by Alternate
Deputy Presiding Officer Ferretti and
seconded by Legislator Mule.

All those in favor of this item,
please say, "Aye".

(Whereupon, all members of

the Full Legislature respond in

favor with, "Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any
opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal

response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: That item
is unanimous.

(Whereupon, applause.)
(Whereupon, off record
discussion.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: You're
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here, I didn't realize. Come on up.

Congratulations from all of us. And would

you like to --

MS. IRWIN: Thank you, if I could.
Just want to thank you all. Wish you
all, a good afternoon.

First, I would like to thank the

Nassau County Executive, of course, Bruce

Blakeman, for considering me for this
appointment to the district court bench.
I deeply appreciate his support and his
confidence in my ability to fill this
position. I would also like to thank all
of you for considering this appointment.

I would like to thank my family and
friends, both who are here and who are
unable to be here today. Of course, I'd
also like to thank Chairman Jay Jacobs
and Chairman Cairo.

As many of you know, I spent the
last four years as the principal law
clerk to the incomparable Justice Sharon
Gianelli. Prior to that, I was a

practicing attorney for 20 years. During
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that time, I had the privilege of
litigating and trying cases at almost

every level, from the federal courts to

actually District Court in Nassau County.

I believe, and I hope I'll make a fair

and impartial judge. And I look forward

to the opportunity to administer Jjustice.

I know you all have been provided with a
copy of my resume, and of course I'm
available for any questions.

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL:
Congratulations to you again.

MS. IRWIN: Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Good luck.

* ok k ok kK
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Now we
have a number of consent items. These
items have gone through previous
committees and have been approved and
have been discussed by the Majority and
Minority. Need no further discussion. And
those items:

Item 1, Ordinance 1 of 24; Item 2,
Ordinance 2; Item 3, Ordinance 3; Item 4,
Ordinance 4; Item 6, Resolution 2; Item
7, Resolution 3; Item 8, Resolution 4.

Motion on those items is made by
Legislator Pilip and seconded by
Legislator Davis.

All those in favor of those item,
please say, "Aye".

(Whereupon, all members of

the Full Legislature respond in

favor with, "Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any
opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal
response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Those
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items are unanimous.
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Now I'm going to call Resolution 5
of 24 and Legislator Goetz is recusing
herself on this item. Leaving the chamber
will not take part in any debate or
discussion on the item. The record will
so reflect.

(Whereupon, Legislator Goetz
leaves the Chambers.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All right,
that motion on that item is made by
Legislator Strauss and is seconded by
Legislator Koslow.

All those in favor of establishing
the emergency, please say, "Aye".

(Whereupon, all members of

the Full Legislature respond in

favor with, "Aye".)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any
opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal

response.)
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: That item
is unanimous. Would you invite Legislator

Goetz back?
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: I'm going
to call a Item 5, Resolution 1, which is
a resolution ratifying a memorandum of
agreement making certain amendments to
the Collective Bargaining Agreement in
the County of Nassau and Nassau Community
College as joint employers on the one
part, and the Nassau Community Federation
of Teachers.

Motion is made by Legislator Walker
and his seconded by Legislator Drucker.

Okay, Mr. Gross, please.

MR. GROSS: Good afternoon. I had
the opportunity to present the outline of
the agreement when the entire Legislature
was sitting, but you were in committee
formation.

The deal involves percentage
increases over a three year period. It
also involves for the first time,
contribution of health insurance premiums
by members of the faculty. That reduces
the annual cost of each of the increases

to approximately 1.5% for three years,
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when you offset the savings.

We also were able to negotiate
contributions during retirement. We did
for the current faculty provide a period
of time during which unit members can
submit their resignations for the
purposes of retirement, and they will not
have to pay contributions during
retirement. So it's only future retirees
after the commencement of this agreement.
It's anticipated that approximately 20
faculty members of the 411 would avail
themselves of that benefit. However, we
don't know, of course, until the
Legislature approves the agreement and it
becomes effective before people, of
course, take the important step of
submitting their retirement papers.

We reduced the amount of sabbatical
leave by about a third, both full time
and part time leave. And we also were
able to get the Association to agree to
the removal of department chairs from the

bargaining unit because they really are

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

75 =l



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 01.22.2023

part of the administration, and it's
difficult for them from our perspective
as well, to be in the same bargaining
unit with persons that they're
administrating.

The one significant concession we
made was over Section 36.5 of the
agreement that provided that during the
hiatus period after expiration of the
contract, and when a new contract is
signed, that any increase imposed by the
New York State Health Insurance plan is
the responsibility of the employee. I
know that created a fair amount of
concern, and I know you've heard about
it, but the deal that was struck was to
eliminate Section 36.5 for the future, in
view of the fact that we now have
contributions from every bargaining unit,
which far outstrips, frankly, over a
longer period of time, the savings under
36.5, but we did concede the elimination
of that clause from the contract, which

will be in concert with, I understand,
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other County contracts and now, of
course, with the full time faculty. That
was a concession.

There were scores of other
resolutions of language sought by both
sides that I'm not going to bore you
with. It would take hours and hours to go
through those. A very complicated
agreement. The actual agreement is
somewhere around 50/60 pages. It took a
year and a half to get closure: 28
negotiating sessions, five mediation
sessions, but ultimately we settled.

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you,
Mr. Gross.

Jerry Kornbluth. How are you, Jerry?

MR. KORNBLUTH: Good afternoon,
Legislators. Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to share a few things with
you.

I was really going to speak after
afterwards when you hopefully support the

contract, but I just want to make a
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couple of statements which I think are
important. And I want to urge you, of
course, to support this contract. The
timing is actually really good, because
classes begin for the spring semester on
Thursday and coming into the semester
with a signed contract that shows there
was good collegiality between the
administration and the faculty, will send
a good message of good relationships
between the administration and the
faculty.

I'd like to commend John Gross. It's
been a tedious long term of contract
negotiations. And I think his patience,
perseverance and his commitment to work
both with the Administration and the
NCCFT Union in supporting the things that
could work for both sides. And at the end
of the day, i1t supports our students and
it helps our students moving forward.

The contract was overwhelmingly
voted yes by the NCCFT. It's a fair

contract. And moving forward, it works
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for both sides.

Just to give you a couple of little
things, I think, that are important in
terms of the state of higher education
today. As you look all around the United
States and you look in New York State
especially, you're going to see colleges
such as Fredonia, Potsdam, Saint Rose,
Buffalo State are all having issues in
terms of financial stability.

In the CUNY system, you see colleges
like Brooklyn College and Queens College
in York College recently laying off many,
many full time permanent faculty. That is
the one thing that Nassau Community
College is committed to. We are
definitely, and you can never say 100%,
but nowhere in our thought process is to
eliminate any full time faculty or
adjunct lines. So we're committed to
that.

What we're doing, and you will see
later on in, in in the year when we come

before you with our budgets, we are
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definitely looking on how we streamline
the costs at the college so that we can
bring to you a sustainable financial
budget for years to come.

And just to give you the latest,
right now we're looking at about a 4.24%
in heads for the spring semester and
around 4% increase in total credits. So
when other colleges are losing
enrollment, Nassau Community College is
moving forward in terms of increasing
their enrollment. We're nowhere where we
were 15 years ago, but since the
pandemic, we're making moves upward to
increase our revenue.

So thank you for giving me the
opportunity just to share a few little
things with you. And hopefully the
contract will be overwhelmingly supported
by the Legislature.

Thank you, again.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Any debate or discussion on this

item?
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(Whereupon, no verbal
response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All those

in favor of this item, please say, "Aye".

(Whereupon, all members of
the Full Legislature respond in
favor with, "Aye".)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any

opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal
response.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: That item

passes unanimously. Thank you.
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Our
final item is Item 10, Resolution 6 of
24, which authorizes the transfer of
appropriations heretofore made within the
budget.

Now, that motion will be made by
Legislator Ferretti, seconded by
Legislator Kennedy.

Andy, let me just say that before
you even start, we, at least in the
Majority Caucus have the idea that we'd
like to keep a frugal outlook on things
being that we don't know what the future
holds. A good deal of the funds being
transferred, I understand, are being
transferred to make up -- most of the
funds are being transferred to make up
for the loss of revenue during Covid, for
which the County had to borrow a great
deal of money, as well as replenishing
the sewer fund, which has been depleted
over the last number of years, and that's
also being very prudent. We need to be

prudent.
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At the same time we're making
available certain monies for various
programs. That would be $15 million, I
believe. Those programs have not yet been
established as to which specific ones
they will be. We're going to get ideas
from all of the legislators, all 19. At
that time, we will work out what that
money 1is for.

But the overriding concern is to be
careful with the money and make sure that
the County, which has been steadily
moving forward in terms of its fiscal
position, continues to do so and protects
the taxpayers.

Anyway, sorry for that speech, but
all yours now, take it away.

MR. PERSICH: No, you've kind of
summed up my what I would have said in
summary.

What I would say is we lost about a
half $1 billion, $455 Million, in revenue
during Covid. We've been fortunate with a

couple things with some of the
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transactions we've done, but now we're
starting to hit the headwinds of those
ills of the past.

Debt service is going up. Interest
rates are rising. Everybody knows the
real estate market has hit the wall, so
we're losing revenue on that side.
There's some pending litigations out
there. As fiscally sound as we are, we
still have to be very cautious about how
we proceed forward. And I will say that
there's been some noise, I would say
previous in the beginning part of the
year where Congress was playing some
games where they were thinking about
clawing back this money because we
haven't obligated it, which put us all
into, I would say, an uncomfortable
position.

We're moving the money. It's going
to be set aside in fund balance, and it
will be subject to negotiations and how
that money gets disproportionate it out

between this Body and the County
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Executive.

I'll give you a little idea on what
we've spent already. We've obligated
roughly around $86 million in
appropriated about $118 million. So
there's still some unspent funds in the
ARPA world. We have researched programs
for Office of the Aging Behavioral Health
Support, Veterans Services, Groundwater
Conservation, some monies for VEED,
additional Health and Social Service
grant programs.

In addition, let's not forget, under
the CDBG and housing money, there was a
lot of money put out there that didn't
come through this mechanism of funds.
Housing did a lot of work on the other
side for small businesses and homeless
and all the the needs that they have to
service. So we have been pushing the
money out. I will say it's been a little
tough to get out there. And I think by
doing this, it sets the groundwork for

for locking the money up, protecting the
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tax base.

Look as much as we think we're in
good financial standing, I've seen this
turn sideways. Covid was a sideway thing.
You can't predict these things. Sales tax
takes a downturn -- we've been living
very good on that right now, but that
takes a hit, we've positioned ourselves
with some of the financial transactions
we've done here with this Body, to
position it so that we don't have to harm
the tax base or cut programs or anything
else, which is what we don't want to do.

We are still striving to continue on
this financial glide slope that we're on.
So I'm here to field any additional
questions that this Body may have.

That's in a nutshell what we're trying to
do.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you,
Andy. Hang out. I think people will want
to ask you questions.

Any debate or discussion?

Minority Leader?
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MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:
Thank you, Presiding Officer.

I have to admit that I was hopeful
over the weekend that we were going to
come to some type of good faith agreement
regarding the ARPA funding. I understand,
although you came up a little while ago
stating what incredible shape our
county's in financially and how you have
such a great, you know, how much funding
is available in our reserve and our
Moody's rating. And now we're saying that
maybe we'll get hit with Covid again or
something, and we should be ready. And
you know what? I'm at the point now where
Andy, honestly, when you come up, I'm
starting to lose faith. Because I really
feel like you'll swing with whatever the
mood is of what has to get done. And I
appreciate it that you're in a tough
spot, but I really never thought that you
used to do that before. I thought I
really felt that you were more on a solid

basis with that.
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However, my hope was and I and my,
my office met with Deputy County
Executive Arthur Walsh, and we had talked
about the fact that although we, of
course, would like to trust that if you
say 15 million is going to be allocated,
we'll split it up between legislators, we
have nothing to go on that. We asked that
19 million, which is really still a very
small percentage of the money that the
county has received for this ARPA
funding, at least 19 million giving each
legislator $1 million to put in to
programs into each of our districts.
Think about what that would do. This is
what that money was for. There's a food
bank in Glen Cove that would save. There
are youth bureaus, there are seniors,
there are mental mental health groups
that could benefit. This is what that
money is for. This 19 million out of the
266 million is such a small percentage.

We were willing to try to hope that

I had a little bit of hope -- actually, I
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had hope that we were starting a new
regime. I was hoping that Howard Kopel
and I could work together and have good
faith going forward with other issues
that we might want to negotiate together.
But my hope is dwindling.

All that we are asking for right now
is instead of 15 million to have it moved
up to 19 million, which would really only
be another 1.5 million for the Minority
caucus. It would actually benefit you
guys more. And we would really understand
putting almost all of it into the General
Fund. But I would really request that we
get $19 million and it be put on the
record that it's going to be divided up
by all 19 legislators. Again, this is
what this money is for.

I really wish even one of you would
think about this. I mean, you know, the
ne