
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.05.2024

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 1

 

NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEES MEETING

*******

HOWARD J. KOPEL

PRESIDING OFFICER

********

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

PATRICK MULLANEY

CHAIRMAN

***

County Executive and Legislative Building

1550 Franklin Avenue

Mineola, New York

********

Monday, February 5, 2024

 3:18 p.m.

TAKEN BY: KAREN LORENZO, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.05.2024

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 2

 

A P P E A R A N C E S

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY 

VICE CHAIR SCOTT STRAUSS

LEGISLATOR MAZI MELESA PILIP (EXCUSED)

LEGISLATOR ROSE MARIE WALKER (SUB)

LEGISLATOR JOHN FERRETTI

LEGISLATOR SIELA BYNOE RANKING MEMBER 

LEGISLATOR DEBRA MULE'

LEGISLATOR SCOTT DAVIS

*****

MICHAEL PULITZER

Clerk of the Legislature 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.05.2024

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 3

 

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: At this time I 

will call the public safety Committee to 

order. I will ask Mr. Pulitzer to please 

call the roll. 

CLERK PULITZER:  Thank you, sir.

Chairman Patrick Mullaney.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Vice Chairman Scott 

Strauss?

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS:  Present.

CLERK PULITZER:  Substituting for 

Ms. Pilip, Rose Walker?

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator John 

Ferretti.

LEGISLATOR FERRETTI:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Ranking Member 

Legislator Siela Bynoe.

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Debra 

Mule?

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator Scott M.  

Davis?



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.05.2024

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 4

 

LEGISLATGOR DAVIS:  Present.

CLERK PULITZER:  We have a quorum.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Thank you. There 

are three items on the agenda which are 

Clerk Item 15-24; 16-24; and 25-24.

Clerk Item 15-24 is an ordinance 

supplemental to the Annual Appropriation 

Ordinance in connection with the Office 

of Crime Victims Advocate. 

May I have a motion? 

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS:  Motion made.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Moved by 

Legislator Strauss. Seconded by 

Legislator Walker. 

The items are before us. Is anyone 

here from the Administration?

MS. DIEHL:  Good afternoon, Chairman 

Mullaney and honorable members of the 

Public Safety Committee. My name is 

Jeanine Diehl, executive director of the 

Nassau County Office of Crime Victim 

Advocate. 

On August 1, 2022, the Nassau County 

Office of Crime Victim Advocate procured 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.05.2024

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 5

 

the Victim Crime Act grant, which 

provides support to state and local 

programs that assist victims of crime. 

OCVA was awarded in total, $1,515,551.04 

for a three year contract period, which 

started on October 1, 2022 and ends 

September 30, 2025. 

This supplemental before you is an 

appropriation for the second year of the 

contract for period October 1, 2023 

through September 30, 2024, in the amount 

of $505,183.68. 

I'd be happy to answer any 

questions.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Legislator Mule.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Thank you. 

I don't have a comment about this 

item. I just want to acknowledge and 

commend you on the excellent work that 

you do. And this is an office that has 

really brought value to the County. 

Thank you.

MS. DIEHL:  Thank you so much, 

Legislator.
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Any other 

questions?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Yes, Jeanine. 

Thank you very much. 

MS. DIEHL:  Thank you so much.

*****
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  We're going to 

move on now to Clerk Items 16-24 and 

25-24, which are ordinances supplemental 

to the annual appropriation ordinance in 

connection with the Probation Department.

(Whereupon, off the record 

discussion.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Clerk Items 

16-24 and 25-24, ordinances supplemental 

to the annual appropriation ordinance in 

connection with the Probation Department.

May I have a motion?

LEGISLATOR BYNOE:  Moved by 

Legislator Bynoe; seconded by Legislator 

Strauss. 

The item is before us. Is anyone 

here from the Administration?

MR. LANDSMAN:  Good afternoon, Mr. 

Chairman. Douglas Landsman, Nassau County 

Probation Accountant.

The item before you is our annual 

Supervision and Treatment Services Plan, 

known as STEP. The Supervision Treatment 

Services Program is part of the State's 
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initiative to treat juvenile offenders. 

It seeks to increase the number of 

juvenile delinquents referred to and 

successfully adjusted and treated at 

probation intake, reduce the number of 

secure non-secure detention care days, 

and established viable alternatives to 

residential placement.

STEP program is a unique opportunity 

to have a positive impact on young lives 

and to realign resources more 

thoughtfully, efficiently and 

effectively. The program seeks to aid in 

juvenile reform by assessing risk levels 

and then matching that risk level to 

proper level of intervention needed for 

the juvenile. Targeted population of 

youth are those who alleged juvenile 

delinquents, juvenile offenders, 

adolescent offenders and youth 

adjudicated to be Persons in Need of 

Supervision or PINS. 

Plan includes services provided by 

outside specialized agencies that will 
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participate with Probation and servicing 

this program. 

Finally, there are multiple programs 

utilized which assists youth and include 

overtime for family division officers to 

supervise youth; CBI, which is Cognitive 

Behavioral Intervention therapy for 

interactive journaling; Electronic 

Monitoring; Community Service Monitoring, 

Juvenile Justice Services; and Peer 

Diversion Court. 

This is a one year grant from our 

New York State Office of Children and 

Family Services for $260,400. There is an 

additional match of $159,600, making the 

total grant gross $420,000. It covers the 

periods from October to September of this 

year. 

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Thank you. 

Legislative Mule.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Thank you. 

When you say it's a match, is that a 

match from the County?
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MR. LANDSMAN:  Yes it is. It would 

be a cash match. The actual grant, total 

grant is 420, and we get reimbursed 62% 

of that amount. That would be 260,400. 

The remaining amount, the 159,600, is a 

38% match, which the County has to come 

up with. That's paid through the General 

Fund.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Okay.  And 

alternatives to residential placement, 

does that mean you're looking to keep 

offenders in their homes with services? 

Is that what that means?

MS. REYER:  Good afternoon. Arianne 

Reyer, I'm counsel For Adolescent and 

Juvenile Justice for the Department of 

Probation. And yes, that's exactly what 

it means. It's ways to keep young people 

who commit offenses, whether they be 

juvenile offenders, adolescent offenders 

or juvenile delinquents, in their 

communities with community based 

services, so that we're not removing them 

from their school districts, their 
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families, their communities, etc..

LEGISLATOR MULE:  And are services 

also provided to the families to to help 

them to learn coping skills for perhaps 

better being able to address the 

offenders?

MS. REYER:  Not through the 

Probation Department directly, but one of 

the service providers that we're seeking 

to work with goes into the home and does 

services with the family. Unfortunately, 

the Probation Department doesn't have 

jurisdiction over the parents, but we do 

provide voluntary services in the home 

through an outside provider.

LEGISLATOR MULE:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Any other 

questions?

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Is there someone 

to speak on behalf of 25-24 as well?

MR. LANDSMAN:  Yes. Again, Douglas 

Landsman, Nassau Probation Accountant.
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25-24 is basically a continuation of 

the item we just heard. It's also our 

STIP grant, but now it's an additional 

funding for our Raise the Age portion of 

that grant. That raise the age portion, 

we define as:  "The purpose of RTA is to 

raise the age at which children are 

prosecuted as adults in the New York 

state court system. This is to give them 

a chance at a clean record. RTA tries to 

schedule most cases in the Family Court 

parts, unless there are felonies or 

serious crimes committed, which then move 

their cases to adult court. There are 

multiple programs utilized, which include 

overtime for family division offices to 

supervise youth electronic monitoring, 

Peer Diversion Court, a CBI again 

Cognitive Behavioral Intervention for 

interactive journaling, community service 

monitoring, juvenile justice services, 

and community mentorship employment 

skills. This grant is in addition to the 

one you just heard. It's $720,000. There 
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is no match specifically for Raise the 

Age, covering the period from October 

through September of this year". 

In addition, there's there's one 

other item. This would be our annual 

Alternatives to Incarceration grant. 

There are two amounts involved, $307,672. 

That was our initial grant this year. We 

were very fortunate. We got additional 

funding with secondary stream of 

1,768,637, bringing the total to 

2,076,309. 

The Pretrial Services grant is one 

of the state mandated programs comprising 

Nassau's Alternative to Incarceration 

Plan (ATI).  ATI is funded by the New 

York State DCJS, Office of Probation 

Correctional Alternatives, and is 

renewable annually. Release of an 

offender at arraignment provides the 

substantial cost savings as the first 

several days of confinement are typically 

the most expensive. The grant allows 

release of defendants saving jail costs 
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in excess of $200 per day per individual. 

Offenders are released by the reigning 

judge to be monitored under the least 

restrictive conditions necessary to 

ensure their return to court. 

Individuals are assessed using 

Monroe County Risk Assessment for 

pretrial services. Released individuals 

are monitored by telephone, in person and 

GPS, which prompt violation notifications 

made to the court.

Reimbursement is performance based 

of attainment of milestone targets. We 

actually did very well, hit those 

milestones in the first quarter of the 

grant, which was July to September of 

last year. We continue to work with this 

grant regardless of the funding. We still 

do what we need to do. 

This is a one year New York State, 

DCJS grant covering from July to June of 

this year. 

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Thank you. 
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Any questions? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  All right. At 

this time, any public comment? 

(Whereupon, no verbal 

response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  All right. 

Recognizing none.

We'll vote separately. So all those 

in favor of passing Item 15-24 say, "Aye. 

Aye".  

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  15-24 passes 

unanimously.

All those in favor of passing Items 

16-24 and 25-24 signify by saying, "Aye". 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no verbal 
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response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  Both these items  

pass unanimously.

******
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  There is no 

other business in front of this 

committee. 

May I have a motion to adjourn? 

Moved by Legislator Bynoe, seconded by 

Legislator Strauss. 

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  All those in 

favor? 

(Whereupon, all members of 

the Public Safety Committee 

respond in favor with, "Aye".)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY:  This committee 

is now adjourned.

Health Committee is next.

(Whereupon, the Public 

Safety Committee is adjourned,  

3:30 p.m.)  
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 C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF NEW YORK )

: SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public 

for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:

That the above is a correct 

transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 5th day of February, 2024.

Karen Lorenzo
Karen Lorenzo 
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