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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.09.2026

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: At this time, I
will ask Mr. Pulitzer to call the Public
Safety Committee to order.

CLERK PULITZER: Chairman Patrick
Mullaney?

CHATIRMAN MULLANEY: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Vice Chairman Scott
Strauss?

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Mazi Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Samantha Goetz?

LEGISLATOR GOETZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Ranking Member
Scott Davis?

LEGISLATGOR DAVIS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Arnold Drucker?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Cynthia Nunez?

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: We have a quorum.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Thank you.

We have two items on the Agenda

today, and there's one item is on the

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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Addendum Calendar. I will call for a
motion to suspend the Rules.

May I have a motion made by
Legislator Strauss, seconded by
Legislator Nunez.

All those in favor say aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor.)

CHATRMAN MULLANEY: The Rules are now
suspended.

Both items today are local laws. Our
first proposal, local law, is Clerk Item
25-26, which is a local law to amend
title 86 of the Miscellaneous Laws of
Nassau County regarding the prohibition
on the inhumane restraint of pets.

May I have a motion? Moved by
Legislator Goetz, seconded by Legislator
Strauss. The item is before us.

Legislator Goetz would like to make
a statement.

LEGISLATOR GOETZ: Thank you,
Legislator Mullaney.

The proposed local law that we

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.09.2026

consider today builds upon Nassau
County's existing prohibition on the
inhumane restraint of pets, and we hope
that we hope will lead to greater and
more uniform enforcement of these
provisions countywide.

Among the specific amendments we are
proposing today would prohibit the
outdoor restraint of animals between the
hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m., and would
restrict the tethering of animals in
close proximity to one another, or that
are young, sick, injured or nursing.

In addition, this law will enhance
the penalties of offenses, moving them
from violations to misdemeanors, with the
potential for fines and imprisonment for
up to 15 days for the first offense; 30
days for the second; and imprisonment of
one year for a third. In egregious cases,
we have also included a provision that
would allow for forfeiture of the animal
at the discretion of the Court in the

event of a conviction.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.09.2026

Finally, the law currently on the
books prohibits enforcement by the County
in any jurisdiction that has adopted a
substantially similar local law. The
amendment would allow these jurisdictions
to opt into the County's legislation, and
we hope to add more partners to
enforcement, including Nassau County
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, as well as the Nassau County
Police Department.

This proposed legislation is subject
to a public hearing before the Full
Legislature, which we anticipate will be
held on February 23rd. As such, if any
legislator on this committee has any
questions or concerns, I invite them to
place them on the record here today, and
we will have them addressed at the
hearing prior to the vote.

Thank you.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Chairman
Mullaney, may I have a word, please?

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Legislator

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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Drucker, yes, of course.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you, sir.

So everyone who knows me knows that
I am a huge dog lover. I've had dogs my
entire life, multiple dogs. And in 2019,
I was the proud sponsor of legislation
that was co-sponsored by the entire body.
Because we needed legislation to punish
people who abuse our furry friends. It
was needed then. And today's item and I
thank Legislator Goetz for proposing
this. Anything that we can do to enhance
the legislation, punish those who want to
do these horrible things to our animals.
I applaud you. We can never do enough.
And in fact, whenever I hear about an
incident where someone is mistreating an
animal, it just hits me to my core. We
were fortunate to get this bill done in
2019. Again, I was a proud sponsor and I
was able to gather the entire caucus, the
entire body, to support it. We made some
tweaks to it, and now you're doing it

even further to punish people even more.
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And it's wonderful. I fully support it
and I will be supporting it, and I think
all of our caucus will be as well.

Congratulations.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Thanks, Arnie.
Would any other legislators like to
speak?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right. No other
further debate or discussion.

All those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Anyone opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)
CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right. That

item passes unanimously.

* Kk kK k%)
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Our next item is
Clerk Item 27-26, which is a local law to
prohibit the sale and distribution of
kratom.

May I have a motion? Move by
Legislator Strauss, seconded by
Legislator Davis.

The item is before us.

I'd personally like to offer a brief
statement on what we're looking to
accomplish with this local law before
turning the floor over to my colleagues.

Both the Majority and the Mminority
filed within minutes of each other,
different versions of the same law
seeking to ban the sale and distribution
of kratom containing products in Nassau
County. Kratom, for those of you that
don't know, is a product that is
currently generally available to the
public and that the FDA has deemed a
threat to public health with the
potential to be abused. I was personally

approached by several of my friends,

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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people in my district, who deal with drug
treatment centers, who really brought it
to my attention; otherwise, it was not
something I personally had any knowledge
of.

This drug, when ingested, acts as an
opioid receptor in the brain and can
cause serious adverse effects such as
liver toxicity, seizures, high blood
pressure, and substance abuse disorders.
Reports indicate that when mixed with
other substances or medications, the
consequences could be fatal.

Kratom is banned in several nations,
as well as many states and localities
throughout the United States. This
legislation, we seek to ban its sale and
distribution in Nassau County.

Before I turn the microphone over to
Legislator Drucker, I would like to state
that this legislation will be subject to
a hearing before the Full Legislature on
February 23rd; therefore, I ask if anyone

on this committee has any other questions

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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or concerns that they be placed on the
record here today. If we cannot address
those questions or those concerns now, we
will make sure that they're addressed at
the public hearing on the 23rd.

Legislator Drucker.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you,
Chairman. Appreciate that.

So last summer a couple constituents
of mine came to my office to sit down
with me and talk to me about kratom. And
I have to tell you, I was blown away by
it. These people were distraught. They're
college student, son, in an effort to
help him stay focused during finals and
studying, started taking kratom because
it was easily available in convenient
stores. It was cheap. And he became so
hooked on this, it was worse than opioids
and he basically flunked out of school,
and he was a promising college student.

Since then, last summer, we heard
about it from other people as well. My

office, we did a lot of background on

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516

11




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 02.09.2026

this. We did research, exhaustive
research. Legal counsel in our office did
tremendous research on this, and we were
formulating ideas to put it into
legislative form. And coincidentally, the
Majority was doing the same thing.

It's really, really important. I'm
sure all of us here agree the same thing.
I mean, these people were telling me how
while their son was trying to withdraw
from it, it was watching their son like a
heroin addict lying on the floor in a
fetal position, unable to move and in
pain. And this was something who started
out just as an innocuous ability to stay
focused while he's studying for finals.
So it's highly addictive. The FDA, as
you point out, has pointed out what the
dangers are. Governor Hochul passed a law
last year addressing it. She passed a law
saying that it was now prohibited and
only allowed for people over 21. We want
to ban it entirely in Nassau County.

There's absolutely no purpose for it. It

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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serves no purpose whatsoever.

And I'm confident that now -- when
we filed our bill that we're going to our
legal counsel on our legal counsel and
your legal counsel, I understand they're
having a meeting tomorrow, and we're
going to marry the two bills and find a
way to to coordinate them so that all 19
of us will be sponsoring this bill. I
assume that's going to be the idea here.
There's no reason why it shouldn't.

I'd 1like to attend and any of the
meetings between our respective counsel.
If any of you want to attend, I think
it's a good idea. We should all listen to
it and educate ourselves on really the
dangers of this.

So I we're going to pass it through
today. But I'd like your acknowledgment,
as you already did, Chairman, that
between now and the 23rd, we will
formulate a collaborative bill that
unites both of these initiatives so that

we have one bill on the 23rd that is
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suitable for all of us.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Thank you, Arnie.
I couldn't agree more. I think this is
something that once we do it, you're
going to see other municipalities hop on
board. As Miss Jacobs pointed out
earlier, a lot of these shops, these head
shops are finding loopholes constantly in
order for kids. And the people who
brought it to my attention deal with
first responders and veterans. And they
said a lot of them are using it because
of its ease to get because of its
legality, because it's legal. And they
don't know -- not that they don't know
anybody because a lot of them do. But
until it's banned, the access to it is
just i1s too readily available.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: You know, even
though it's a state law now, I did a
video. I mean, it's advertised in front
of these convenience stores and dairy
barns and all over the county. And it's

really got to stop. And we we have the

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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ability to do something. And I'm proud

that this body will be able to do that.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Thank vyou,
Legislator Drucker.
Any further debate or discussion?
(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: All right.

All those in favor signify by saying

aye.
(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Any opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHATIRMAN MULLANEY: That item two
passes unanimously.

As there is no other business in
front of this committee, may I have a
motion to adjourn?

Moved by Legislator Strauss,
seconded by Legislator Goetz.

All those in favor of adjourning,
please say aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor.)

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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CHATRMAN MULLANEY :

The committee 1is

now adjourned. I believe Health is next.

(Whereupon,

meeting is

adjourned, 2:04 p.m.)

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING,
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CERTTIFICATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the above is a correct
transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

set my hand this 9th day of February, 2026.

Kosen |Lovenzo

Karen Lorenzo
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