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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 03.09.2026

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: At this time, I
will ask Mr. Pulitzer to call the Public
Safety Committee to order.

CLERK PULITZER: Chairman Patrick
Mullaney?

CHATIRMAN MULLANEY: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Vice Chairman Scott
Strauss?

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Mazi Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Samantha Goetz?

LEGISLATOR GOETZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Ranking Member
Scott Davis?

LEGISLATGOR DAVIS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Debra
Mule?

LEGISLATOR MULE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Cynthia Nunez?

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: We have a quorum.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Thank you.

There are five items on the agenda

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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today which are Clerk Items 34-26; 36-26;
37-26; 41-26 and 49-26.

Clerk Item 34-26 is a local law to
amend Section 6-2.6 of Title A of Chapter
6 of the Nassau County Administrative
Code in relation to providing a partial
exemption for taxation for surviving
spouses of volunteer firefighters and
volunteer ambulance workers killed in the
line of duty.

May I have a motion? Moved by
Legislative Strauss, seconded by
Legislator Pilip.

The item is before us. I don't know
if there's anybody coming down -- I don't
believe anybody is.

This item will be subject to a
hearing before the Full Legislature on
March 23rd. If any member of this
committee would like to place any
questions on the record, we will have
someone at the Full Legislature to to
address it. Does anyone on this committee

have any questions or comments at this

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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moment?

MR. ROSS: Good afternoon, Daniel
Ross, Department of Assessment. I'm here
to answer any questions that you have.

This is a local law for partial
taxation on surviving spouses of
volunteer firefighters and volunteer
ambulance workers killed in the line of
duty. And I'd be more than happy to
answer any questions that you have.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Any debate or
discussion?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Seeing none.

Thank you, sir.

* Kk Kk Kk *k
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Clerk Item 36-26
is an ordinance supplemental to the
annual Appropriation ordinance in
connection with the Traffic Safety Board.

May I have a motion? Moved by
Legislator Goetz, seconded by Legislator
Mule.

The item is before us. Who here is
from the administration to speak about
this item?

MR. CUOMO: Good afternoon. I'm Joe
Cuomo with the Nassau County Department
of Public Works.

Ordinance 36-26 is a supplemental
appropriation in connection with the
Traffic Safety Board. It is a total of
$1,309,127. And that goes to high
visibility DWI enforcement, handicapped
parking education program and the overall
Stop DWI program for Nassau County.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Any questions?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: All right.

Thanks, Joe.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Clerk Item 37-26
is an ordinance supplemental to an
appropriation ordinance in connection
with the Correctional Center.

May I have a motion? Moved by
Legislator Goetz, seconded by Legislator
Nunez.

Who here is -- Oh, there we go.

CAPTAIN DOYLE: Captain Doyle, Nassau
County Sheriff's Department.

The item before you, Item 37-26 is a
supplemental appropriation for the
Corrections Center. This item
appropriates $20,634 in asset forfeiture
funds received from the Federal Drug
Enforcement Agency deposited with the
County Treasurer. The amount and timing
for receipt of these funds is dependent
upon the amount of the seizure, as well
as the completion of pending
investigations and subsequent
convictions.

The funds will be used towards law

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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enforcement, equipment purchases and
training. Any questions?
CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Any questions?
(Whereupon, no response.)
CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: All right. Thank

you, Captain Doyle.

* Kk kK K%k
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Clerk ITtem 41-26
is an ordinance supplemental to an
appropriation ordinance in connection
with the Probation Department.

May I have a motion? Moved by
Legislator Strauss, seconded by
Legislator Mule.

Who here is from the Administration?

MR. SCHILERO: Joe Schilero,
Department of Probation. This item is a
one year New York State Department DCJS
grant of $1,158,523. There's a county
match of 38% of that grant, which is
166,639. Net grant to the county is 991
884. Purposes for the Supervision and
Treatment Services for juveniles program,
otherwise known as the STIP grant. It's
part of the Governor's Initiative for
Juvenile Justice Reform. Seeks to
increase the number of juveniles referred
to and successfully adjusted at probation
intake, reduced the number of secure and
non-secure detention care days, and

establish viable alternatives to the

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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residential placement. Encompasses about
eight different programs conducted by I
probation to raise the age and not raise
the age youth.

This is an ongoing one year grant.
It's not a renewable grant, but it's an
ongoing grant that is up for renewal each
year.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: All right. Thank
you sir. I actually have a few questions
myself.

Is participation in this program
optional or is it is it mandated because
of raise the age requirements?

MS. RYER: Good afternoon, Ariane
Ryer. I'm special counsel for adolescent
and juvenile justice for the Nassau
County Department of Probation.

What this funding does is it creates
programs, some of which are voluntary and
some of which are mandatory. So
electronic monitoring, if that is court
ordered, it is mandatory. But a program

like interactive journaling Or Peer

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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Diversion Court, those are discretionary
and voluntary.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: All right. Thank
you. And I believe you said it earlier,
what percentage of funding covers these?

MR. SCHILERO: Raise the Age 1is
covered 1s 100% non raise the age is 62%
funded by the state, 38% is county match.
And so but the total grant is 1,158,523.
The net to the County is 991,884.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Thank you. That
was the number I didn't hear. Okay.

I just have a few more questions and
these are my own and I'll hand it over to
the other legislators.

Have you seen a rise in youths
coming through the family court system
since raise the age?

MS. RYER: Yes, yes.

CHATRMAN MULLANEY: Such a simple
answer. Thank you.

MS. RYER: Well, because of raise the
age, 16 and 17 year olds charged with

misdemeanors are no longer under the

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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jurisdiction of the criminal court. So
automatically all of those 16 and 17 year
olds charged with misdemeanors come to
family court directly.

Additionally, many of the cases that
originate in our Youth Part, which
handles the felonies, are removed from
the Youth Part to Family Court. So that
is a great increase in the number of
cases we see in Family Court.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Thank you again.
You're actually segueing right into my
next question. What's the most common
charges that you're finding with these
youths that you're serving?

MS. RYER: In Family Court or in the
Youth Part, or both?

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: I would say both.
But if you want to break it down for sake
of ease.

MS. RYER: An answer I'd give you
would be anecdotal. It wouldn't be based
on any kind of data that I have. For

Family Court, in my experience, I would

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516

12




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 03.09.2026

say robbery and assault. Because the
Youth Part is more violent felonies. The
cases that stay there often have to do
with gun charges.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Okay. All right.
Thank you.

MS. RYER: Again, that's based on no
data. That's just based on --

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: More why I'm
asking, just to get some more information
myself.

You may or may not be able to answer
my last question. Does the State track
the recidivism rate for these youths?

MS. RYER: I don't believe so. But I
can't give a definitive answer on that.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Okay. All right.
Thank you. Any other questions?

Legislator Mule?

LEGISLATOR MULE: Thank you. My
question is actually very similar to
Legislator Mullaney's last question. I
believe you mentioned that there were

eight programs that are being funded

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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through this.

MS. REYER: Yes.

Do you have any type of data showing
the effectiveness of these programs?

MS. RYER: Well, as I stated, some of
them are mandated like the electronic
monitoring and the FcaT over time which
releases kids from the Detention Center.
So those wouldn't necessarily have a
success rate. Regarding the peer
Diversion Court, we do keep very clear
statistics on success rates. And for some
of the other programs as well.

LEGISLATOR MULE: So you would have
data showing people who went through
these programs versus people who didn't
go through these programs, whether they
were more or less likely to be to have
recidivism.

MS. RYER: I don't think we have it
with a separate control group, but we do
have data specifically regarding our peer
diversion court regarding the number of

kids that were referred to the program

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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and the number that successfully complete
that program.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Okay. So I guess
then I would want to know how were these
programs chosen as ones to be used? You
know, what's the basis for that?

MS. RYER: For the voluntary programs
that come through our intake or our
adjustment period of probation, which
means that the Department of Probation
has 90 days to work with the youth before
there is formal court action. Before
there is a decision, there is an
assessment done. It's a risk needs
assessment done called the Yasi, and it
is based upon the assessment along with
the offense, that we make a determination
as to what type of programing would suit
this person's needs and support their
strengths, or whether this is the type of
case that needs to go before a judge for
judicial intervention.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Okay. And I don't

think you will have the answer today, but

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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again, I'm just wondering how these
programs were determined to be ones that
should be used versus other programs.
What made the determination that these
might be ones that would be helpful? I'm
a social worker, I think, you know,
offering programs that could potentially
help people is great. I just want them to
be data driven and with a record of
success.

MS. RYER: Absolutely. I can tell you
that our interactive journaling program
is an evidence based program. It's a CBI
that we have trained and have utilized in
with both our youth and youth in the
Detention Center. And although peer
diversion isn't necessarily an evidenced
based program, they do exist all over the
state and we keep data on every young
person that comes through the program and
we keep in touch with them for years and
years after they've completed the program
to monitor their ongoing success.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Is that continued

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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monitoring voluntary?

MS. RYER: Absolutely voluntary.

LEGISLATOR MULE: That's voluntary.
Okay. Thank you very much.

MS. RYER: You're welcome.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Legislator Davis.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Thank you,
Legislator Mullaney.

So I just want to clarify a couple
of things here. You asked a question by
Legislator Mullaney regarding the
statistics or the type of cases that go
to Family Court. So with the raise the
age anyone from 16 to 18 years and 364
days by default goes to Supreme Court or
County Court out here. Correct?

MS. RYER: Almost. So anyone who is
16 or 17, so that's up until their 18th
birthday, not 364 days after their
birthday. The 16 and 17 year old charged
with solely a misdemeanor are referred to
Family Court. If it is 16 or 17 and
they're charged with a felony, they go to

the youth part of the Superior Court,

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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which is now held in our County Court.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Right. And the
there's a presumption in the law, and the
presumption in the law is that it should
necessarily go from the arraignment in
the Superior Court directly to Family
Court on less certain circumstances are
met. Correct?

MS. RYER: Correct. There are
criteria written out in the statute, or
the district attorney has the opportunity
to make a motion for extraordinary --

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Right. So there
are actually three factors that would be
utilized, right. One if it's a loaded
weapon. Two, i1f there's a sex offense or
three, if there is.

MS. RYER: A substantial physical
injury.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And that's can
little iffy with what that actually
actually looks like.

So and if it's not one of those

criteria, then the prosecution can make a

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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motion called an exceptional circumstance
motion to keep it in superior court.
Correct.

MS. RYER: Correct.

LEGISLATGOR DAVIS: So i1f it doesn't
satisfy those three criteria and it
doesn't meet exceptional circumstances,
it then gets referred to family court,
correct.

MS. RYER: Correct.

LEGISLATGOR DAVIS: And so there's a
filtering process to it. So by and large
the cases that go to Family Court are
none of those three factors, and it
doesn't meet exceptional circumstances,
right.

MS. RYER: Correct. Unless there's
consent. If it meets those three factors,
the parties can still consent to send it
to Family Court.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: So most of the
cases that you actually get in Family
Court go through that or they all go

through that process. And the purpose of

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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of being sent to Family Court, there's a
priority. It's focused on diversion
really. Right.

MS. RYER: There is diversion in
Family Court that does not exist in
County Court or Criminal Court.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And so the idea
behind it is that you're not -- to take
it away from the the penal or
incarceration approach. And because of
the tenderness of their age, do an
assessment and try and get them on track
so that they don't become recidivist. Is
that right?

MS. RYER: That's correct. But there
are many cases that bypass the probation
diversion process. So they're sent
directly from court in the Youth Part to
the judge in the Family Court. So those
cases bypass the probation adjustment
process.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And what if there
is a such thing? Is the nature of the

type of cases that make it there?

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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MS. RYER: Legally, they are supposed
to be what's called a designated felony,
which are high level violent felonies.
Those are the cases that go from court to
court. Because under the law, under the
Family Court Act, they're not eligible
for diversion services and family court.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Can you give us an
idea of in terms of the number of cases,
the bucket of cases that make it to
Family Court, what percentage of them are
in that category as opposed to the
diversionary track?

MS. RYER: I don't have that
information available for you. If you are
interested, I can have those numbers.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: That would be
wonderful, I appreciate it. Thank you
very much.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Any other
questions?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: All right.

Thank you very much.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Clerk Item 49-2
is an ordinance supplemental to the
annual Appropriation ordinance in
connection with the Office of Crime
Victim Advocate.

May I have a motion? Move by
Legislator Goetz, seconded by Legislator
Davis.

The item is before us.

MS. DURAN: Good afternoon, Nora
Duran from the Nassau County Office of
Crime Victim Advocate.

Office of Crime Victim Advocate 1is
seeking approval of the supplemental
appropriation for the New York State
Office of Victim Services VOCA grant
against the three year grant, extending
it through 9/30/26 for an additional
funds of 505,184.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Legislator Mule.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Thank you. I just
wanted to be certain I understood. You
said this grant goes up until September

of this year, correct?

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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MS. DURAN: It's a one year
extension. It was a three year grant that
was previously awarded and approved and
has been extended for one year up to.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Okay. Thank you.

MS. DURAN: Yes.

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: I apologize, any
additional questions.

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHATRMAN MULLANEY: Seeing none.
Thank you very much.

MS. DURAN: Thank you.

* Kk Kk Kk *k
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: All right. Since
we have five items, unless anyone's
against not grouping them all together,
we'll vote on them all together. All

right. Perfect.

All those in favor of passing items:

Clerk Items 34-26; 36-26; 37-26; 41-26;
and 49-26, signify by saying aye.
(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)
CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: Anyone opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)
CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: All right. All
five of these items passed unanimously.
There is no other business in front
of this committee.
May I have a motion to adjourn?
Moved by Legislator Strauss,
seconded by Legislator Goetz.
All those in favor of adjourning
signify by saying aye.
(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: This committee

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516
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Public works is next.

(Whereupon, meeting is

adjourned, 2:35 p.m.)
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CERTTIFICATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the above is a correct
transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

set my hand this 9th day of March, 2026.

Kosen |Lovenzo

Karen Lorenzo
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