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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay, before we 

start, we have a a period during which 

any members of the public who have 

anything to say about anything that's on 

our agenda for one of the committees 

today. You could come up front right away 

now and fill out a slip. Doesn't look 

like we have anyone.

Okay, then Mr. Pulitzer, would you 

please call roll for the Rules Committee?  

CLERK PULITZER: Roll call for the 

Rules Committee. 

Chairman Howard Kopel?  

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Vice Chairman 

Thomas McKevitt?  

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Legislator John 

Giuffre?

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Here.  

CLERK PULITZER:  James Kennedy?

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Here. 

CLERK PULITZER:  Ranking member 
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Delia DeRiggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Arnold W. Drucker?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Scott Davis?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Present.

CLERK PULITZER:  We have a quorum, 

sir.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thank you. 

Okay, I'll call all the items on the 

Rules Committee, on the contracts, and 

we'll go through them and then vote on 

them. Once we've heard about all of them.

A 29, A32, A34, A38, A39, A40, 48'.

B7, B8, B9, B10.

E72, E73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79,  

80, 81, 82, 83.

Motion on those items is by Deputy 

Presiding Officer McKevitt, seconded by 

Minority Leader DeRiggi-Whitton.

And we'll start out today with 

Information Technology; A29, which is 

Cogsdale Corporation.

MS. TALOR: Good afternoon. 
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Legislators. Rosemary Talor, Department 

of Information Technology, project 

manager.

Regarding A29 Cogsdale Corporation. 

This is a blanket contract for 

maintenance support services rendered by 

Cogsdale Corporation contractors for 

approximately $1.1 million over three 

years. 

Cogsdale Corporation is a software 

company that develops enterprise 

solutions specifically for government 

agencies and for Nassau County. 

Specifically for our famous financial 

data on the mainframe.

Cogsdale is the proprietary 

developer of this software. Among other 

things, the software facilitates data 

extraction from our mainframe to our data 

warehouse and Cognos, our reporting data 

repository.

Cogsdale, is currently engaged in 

extracting data from the mainframe for 

the Nassau Forward Project, enabling the 
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testing and developing of the new 

financial system CGI. 

I'm happy to answer any questions.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Yes, Minority 

Leader.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Hi, 

how are you? 

MS. TALOR:  Good. 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  So 

is this a sole source contract?  

MS. TALOR: Yes it.  They developed 

the software.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: I 

thought so, but I just wanted to confirm 

that. Thank you.

MS. TALOR: You're welcome. I think 

there's one more.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: So you're going to 

run both systems concurrently.

MS. TALOR: You're referring to the 

last one I was just speaking about. Yeah. 

Well, for a while. Yes. And they're 

completely different. Cogsdale is 

software that lays over the mainframe. So 
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the contract is for three years. There's 

a possibility that we could end it 

earlier. We can do that according to the 

terms of the contract. But there could be 

an expectation that even after the 

conversion to the new platform, we might 

require some additional time to get all 

of the data.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Are you going to 

load the old data onto the new platform 

eventually?  

MS. TALOR: No.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: So then after three 

years, if you need the old data, what 

happens?

MS. TALOR: Well, it'll be sent to a 

data storage solution or other 

applications where you could visibly see 

the data, but it won't be moving onto the 

new platform. 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  In other words, you 

can't really use it, manipulate it in any 

way or.

MS. TALOR: Well, we'll be able to 
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extract it and report on it as long as we 

have those tools in place; the old data. 

But the, the new platform is going to 

start January 1st with new transactions. 

And the old data will be there for 

viewing purposes and reporting purposes 

in one format or another.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. 

Legislator Davis.

MR. DAVIS:  If I'm understanding 

this correctly, we're rolling this out 

into the new system. Correct.

MS. TALOR: We're rolling the 

mainframe financial data into -- well, 

it'll be taken over by the new system. 

The financial processing.

MR. DAVIS: And that will be online 

in January, correct?

MS. TALOR: Correct. That's the goal. 

Yeah.

MR. DAVIS: How's that process going 

right now with the installation of the 

new system?

MS. TALOR: I'm not on that project, 
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but I can tell you from the last meeting 

I attended, everything was on schedule 

with the project. And there is 

expectation that January 2027 is the go 

live date. Departments have been given 

deadlines to close out activity before 

the end of the year to make sure that we 

could start with fresh transactions in 

January.

MR. DAVIS: If you don't mind, I 

understand that that's a projected date, 

but sometimes things happen.  And if that 

is the case, would you be so kind as to 

provide us here in the Legislature with 

anything that would be an obstacle to 

that rollout.

MS. TALOR: Absolutely.  It is the 

Comptroller's project, so they would be 

providing the updates on the project 

schedule.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you so much. I 

appreciate it.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: You're welcome. 

Okay. Are either of the other two?
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MS. TALOR: A 32 American 

Communications.  This is also a blanket 

for services rendered by American 

Communications. Known throughout the 

county as ACI. ACI is an integral part of 

the Department of Information Technology. 

Ability to respond to service requests 

related to our telecommunication systems, 

including services to the Alcatel phone 

systems, liaising with Verizon to connect 

and test cable installations, identifying 

demarcation points and programing our 

phones. ACI maintains appropriate 

certifications to service these needs.

They're also responsible for running 

electrical wiring, cable, and fiber optic 

cables in support of our telephones and 

other security equipment on many of our 

capital projects throughout the county in 

numerous buildings.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Hi.

MS. TALOR: Hi.

(Whereupon, off the record 

discussion.)
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MS. TALOR: Oh, yes, that's right. I 

forgot about that, Chris. Okay.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Did 

you want to correct the record or --

MS. TALOR: Well, we're looking for 

17.5 million, and I understand that a 

correction was filed late. But that's the 

amount that we needed. So it was 

initially 22.5.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: The 

term is a one year for 17.5.

MS. TALOR: No the 17.5 is for the 

five years. The one year will renew if we 

renew it over a five year period.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

so it's a one year term with option to 

renew. That's what you're saying. 

MS. TALOR:  Correct.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Okay. At the time that they renew, 

there's a possibility this number could 

go up. Correct.

MS. TALOR: That it would never go 

up.
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MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

That it could go up in a year. 

MS. TALOR: Well, we do our best to 

estimate. And we did apply, you know, an 

increase over what we had spent the last 

five years. But it's based on our past 

project performance. It's possible if we 

have a significant number of capital 

projects that we need to address with 

this type of activity. But I don't know. 

I mean, I couldn't answer that honestly.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: And 

just real quick, what percentage or what, 

how much money is coming from the, its 

general fund and how much is coming from 

the capital fund?  

MS. TALOR: You know, I don't have 

that exact number for you. I can take a 

look. I could have somebody get back to 

you on that though, because we do have a 

breakdown. I have a little bit of a 

sampling of the projects that we worked 

on last year in my folder that I didn't 

bring up here, but I have a sample of the 
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types of projects.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

That would make it easier if IT has a 

good amount of this money in its war 

chest, rather than us adding to it.  If 

you could let us know how much you're 

contributing and how much we're going to 

be bonding for with the capital plan.  

Thank you.

MS. TALOR: Sure.  We could do that. 

I mean, that's going to be estimated and 

projected as well, but we could do that.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: But 

you should know how much you have in your 

general fund that you're going to be 

contributing, I would imagine. But okay, 

just give us the best answer that you 

can. 

MS. TALOR: Okay  No problem. Any 

other questions?

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Yes. One more. 

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Just by way of 

comparison, you said last year you were 

working on what was the, what's the 
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comparison between the prior contract and 

this one?

MS. TALOR: The last contract, which 

was also a five year -- well, it was an 

$11 million five year blanket. So this is 

about $6 million increase over that.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: More than 50% 

increase. We know why it went up 50%?  

MS. TALOR: We had a lot of projects 

that we worked on last year, some very 

high end, like the jail project. There 

was a significant amount of, I don't know 

how many, close to a thousand cameras 

that were installed. There's wiring done 

for all of that. We also had the build 

out of 101 Old Country Road, that 

building. So there was a significant 

amount of money that was spent on those 

projects. I can't really give you more 

specific on some of these projects 

because I don't really know.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Wa the 

corrections facility covered by this?  

MS. TALOR: Yes.
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LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: But so, I mean, 

I still think we should be getting some 

sort of specifics on justifying such an 

increase. That we should get, you know, 

some sort of justification. I think we we 

have a right to know. And taxpayers have 

a right to know.

MS. TALOR: Okay.  No problem.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you.

MS. TALOR: Okay. We can get that to 

you, or we can give you estimates on all 

of that.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Because especially with the correction 

facility, we bonded for the cameras. I 

remember that, and I'm all in favor of 

it, but I would think a lot of that would 

have covered this. We would just like to 

know the difference.

MS. TALOR: The cameras are the 

equipment that was installed, but the 

wiring and the cable, the fiber optics 

and all the stuff that goes with it, 

that's what this company does.
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MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

it wasn't included in the estimate that 

was provided. Okay. If that's your -- I 

would just like to know that because I 

thought that the installation was part of 

that item. But we should clarify that.

MS. TALOR: No, this is just the 

peripheral work around installing that. 

And then, you know, the fiber optics that 

runs everything through the servers where 

we can visibly see the camera activity 

that's going on as part of the security 

that's installed.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Is 48 yours.

MS. TALOR: Yes.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Why don't you go 

ahead, please? Okay.

MS. TALOR: Well, so a blanket 

contracts for the annual maintenance 

services for Civic Plus, that's the 

company. The product is called Civic Rec. 

It's a recreation management system. The 

contract max, is $1,293,000. And change. 

The civic system manages most of the 
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Parks Department's administrative 

activities associated with events 

planning in the parks, beaches, camps, 

marinas, and more. 

The system issues the badges, passes 

and permits for various activities. 

Maintains a database of the recreational 

facilities throughout the county, and a 

record of the badges and permits that are 

issued and who they're issued to. 

Civic Rec program also has a public 

facing component, allowing the County to 

collect fees and process the applications 

for these activities.

I'd be happy to answer any questions 

on that.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

in this, in the backup, it says that it's 

funded from the general fund with ITs 

contractual line. So you have the money 

for this I'm assuming.

MS. TALOR: Yes. This is a general 

maintenance and annual support. Right.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: And 
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it is budgeted for.

MS. TALOR: Yes.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Okay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thank you. 

Okay.

*****
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  We'll do public 

works next. Start out with a 34 3-GIS.

MR. LINDGREN: Good afternoon, Jeff 

Lindgren, Public Works. 

This contract is a sole source. It's 

a six year contract with 3-GIS to provide 

traffic management with access to their 

software platform, which will allow us to 

track our on street fiber optic system 

splicing. Right now, everything's paper 

record. So this is going to put it into a 

GIS based system and have a significant 

increase in time that we can react to 

different issues once we get this all 

electronic.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: They're the only 

ones who make this kind of system?  

MR. LINDGREN: No. We did look at a 

couple of different ones. They're the 

only ones that actually offer and that 

check all the boxes that we need. We're 

also going to be adding a Legacy Twisted 

Pair Communications to this program as 

well. It has it'll be able to transfer 
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information back and forth with the 

county's existing GIS system. So 

information sharing. And it doesn't 

require us to get a separate license with 

ESRI, which is the the main software 

manufacturer.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: So it's less money, 

actually, than buying a different system 

or bidding.

MR. LINDGREN: This results in a 

savings because we don't have to get our 

own software license in addition to it.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Okay. Thank 

you. 

Do you have any others? 

MR. LINDGREN:  No. 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. B7, B8 and 

b9. All Safety Marking.

MR. WINKELMAN: Good afternoon. 

Legislators. Daniel Winkelman, Nassau 

County DPW Assistant Director of Traffic 

Engineering. I can speak on behalf of 

B7-26, B8-26 and B9-26.

B7-26 is for construction services 
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contract originally executed on June 16, 

2025 in the amount of $1,474,795. This is 

an amendment to a contract for an 

additional $737,397.50 to perform 

additional construction services.

The purpose of the contract is to 

refurbish worn and faded pavement 

markings on county roadways.

The need for the additional funding 

stems from an update to our pavement 

marking specifications after that project 

was awarded, which now requires 50% wider 

markings and more reflective pavement 

markings to improve nighttime and wet 

weather visibility. The final contract 

total would increase to $2,212,192.50. As 

a result of that amendment.

If there's any questions, I'm happy 

to answer them or I can move on.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: To this. I see that 

these might as well be sole source. 

Nobody ever bids on them. Right?

MR. WINKELMAN: That's correct. Very 

randomly do we receive a second bid on 
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these.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Nobody else can 

compete. Is that the only reason?

MR. WINKELMAN: Generally. Yes. Yes.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Hi. 

Is it possible to get a list of some of 

the roads or the roads that you're going 

to be restriping?  

MR. WINKELMAN: Yes, yes. I believe I 

did supply a list and I can, I can 

certainly send that to you. Pavement 

markings, Phases 13, 14, and 15 are the 

ones that are before us today. And I can 

supply you a list which includes those 

roads. And then we do have two other 

pavement marking projects that are near 

approval which will have additional 

roadways. So I can supply those as well.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

That would be helpful. Thank you.

MR. WINKELMAN: Sure.

MR. DAVIS: What about the roads that 

aren't in compliance with these new 
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regulations? What's the plan for them?

MR. WINKELMAN: They go on to new 

phases of this project, essentially. 

We're on like a two year program right 

now where we have federal funding and we 

develop lists and we evaluate our 

roadways. We look at which roadways 

haven't been resurfaced because when they 

get resurfaced, they get new markings 

applied, and then we evaluate them based 

upon how much traffic they carry as other 

factors like our site visits and such, 

and we determine which roadways get the 

new pavement markings, as well as talking 

to all of you. And we compile that and we 

develop a list for the next program.

MR. DAVIS:  But it is contemplated 

that the roads that are already marked 

and they're not in compliance will at 

some point be brought up to speed as 

well.

MR. WINKELMAN: Oh, yes. Yes.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Do you have 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 24

 

any others?

MR. WINKELMAN: Yes, I have two 

others.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Please. Which B10?

MR. WINKELMAN: No, I that was for 

B7, B8 and B9.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: And.

MR. WINKELMAN: B10 is not mine.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay, so you're 

you're done.

MR. WINKELMAN: Okay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Thank you. I guess. 

I guess.

Who's got the ten.

MR. PAGGI: Good afternoon. Excuse 

me. Chris Paggi, chief civil engineer, 

Department of Public Works. I'm here 

today in support of our Phase 74 concrete 

roadway repair project. This is a project  

that encompasses concrete roadway repair 

countywide, I think approximately 18 or 

19 separate roadways. The project was bid 

and in February. Thomas Novelli was 

determined to be the most responsible 
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bidder. His bid was 9,462,833. Which is 

about 12% lower than the engineer's 

estimate of $10,760,000.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Any questions?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Thank you. 

E 72, which was N & P engineering. 

MR. TUMAN: Good afternoon. Douglas 

Tuman, Deputy Commissioner, Department of 

public works.

Item E72 is an amendment to an on 

call building design services contract 

for Nelson & Pope to provide an extension 

of time to continue design services. This 

amendment is seeking to retroactively 

extend the term for one year until August 

28th, 2026, and provide for an optional 

one year extension.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Can 

you just explain that? What is -- your 

retroactive dating something?

MR. TUMAN: Yeah. So this is for our 

on call design contracts for on call 
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design firms. We have a couple of them on 

board. Nelson & Pope, LIRO Engineers, 

Cashin, Specter, H2M. These are for our 

let's say old old on calls our existing 

ones. We're currently putting new ones in 

place. And we had to extend these in the 

interim so that there was no point in 

time where we wouldn't have access to on 

calls. While we were waiting for the new 

ones to come on board.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

it says from execution through December 

31st. So when was it executed?

MR. TUMAN:  These on-calls were 

executed years ago and now we are 

extending them.  They've already been 

extended by letter. So now we're 

retroactively extending them by way of 

this legislative meeting.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Do 

you have outstanding bills or for lack of 

better word for invoices for the time 

that it wasn't extended.

MR. TUMAN: No.  These are just so 
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that they're so we could still call upon 

Nelson & Pope if we need to, as an on 

call contractor in the interim, as we 

wait for these new on calls to be 

awarded.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Okay, so this is all for future work. 

Nothing is.

MR. TUMAN: Correct.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Really.

MR. TUMAN: Right. This is in the 

instance, if we needed to call them 

tomorrow to have them do work.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: I 

just when you said retroactive I was.

MR. TUMAN: Yeah. Well that's that's 

the, the, the extension of time is 

retroactive. Okay. I know it's slightly 

confusing. Sorry about that. Anything 

else?

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: I guess not.

MR. TUMAN: All right. Thank you so 

much.
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right.

The next two are with the Police 

Department. Start at A38 Cap Rents 

supply.  Go ahead please.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Good 

afternoon, Deputy Chief Janine Palazzolo, 

Nassau County Police Department.

Item A38, this is to authorize and 

award a purchase order for Light Towers 

for the Nassau County Police Department.

The maximum amount authorized under 

this purchase order is $136,331.22 from 

capital funds.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. I'm sorry. 

Thank you.  Is the other one yours as 

well, 39?

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Yes, a 39.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Go ahead please.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: This is to 

notify the Rules Committee that funding 

for a blanket purchase order BPNC2000255 

for Ford OEM auto parts has reached a 

level that requires additional oversight 

by the Committee. The blanket purchase 
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order has been in effect since November 

15th, 2022. The maximum amount authorized 

under this blanket purchase order is 

$2,650,000. This request is for an 

increase in funding for an additional 

$1,000,500.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Hi. 

Is. Do you know why there's such an 

increase? Is it because the prices of the 

the parts went up like everything else 

or?  

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: So there was 

a cost increase with tariffs. And then 

there's also just a monthly cost increase 

on parts.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Yeah. The tariffs are affecting it. Okay. 

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thank you.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: You. 

*****
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  The next contract 

will be with Parks. Hello, Darcy. We have 

a 40 which is Fairway Golf Cart.

COMMISSIONER BELYEA: Yes. Good 

afternoon everybody. Darcy. Parks 

commissioner. This item is in regard to a 

blanket purchase order with Fairway Golf 

Cart Corp for the lease of golf carts for 

county golf courses. 

The maximum spending amount for this 

five year blanket purchase order was 

1.186 million. 

This request is for oversight for an 

increase in funding in the amount of 

$250,000, as recommended by the 

Commissioner of Shared Services. The 

reason for the request is to fund the 

final lease year. Parks has had many 

successful bookings of many large golf 

outings, requiring us to have to rent 

additional carts under the terms of the 

lease, and we also, early on, before they 

were able to deliver, had to rent carts, 

which was at a higher cost than the 
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contract amount before they were able to 

deliver our carts that we currently use. 

The funding source is a general fund and 

your support is appreciated.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Hi 

Darcy, just to confirm, it's the general 

fund under the Parks contractual line. 

Correct?

COMMISSIONER BELYEA: Correct. D 

line.

And I had an item that was to be on 

tabled and I'm not sure if it was. I had 

stepped out the an E 50 item. Since I'm 

here. If not, I'll respectfully -- 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Give me a moment 

please.

COMMISSIONER BELYEA: Okay. It's 

E50-26 Metamorphic.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Darcy, can you hang 

out for a while? Sure. We'll check that 

out. Thank you. Okay.

COMMISSIONER BELYEA:  Thank you.

*****
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Social services 

E73, One World Judicial Services.

MS. OWEISS: Good afternoon. Joanne 

Oweiss, Deputy County Attorney on behalf 

of Social Services.

This item is an amendment extending 

the social services contract with One 

World Judicial, which performs process 

services with respect to items in Family 

Court, child abuse and neglect petitions, 

child support and Article 81 petitions. 

It's an amendment for one year for 

$70,000.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Yes.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Hi. So the 

original contract was nine years ago, and 

you've been extending it on a yearly 

basis.

MS. OWEISS: We plan to prioritize an 

RFP in 2027. There's been a number that 

we've had - --

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Why wasn't it 

done before then?

MS. OWEISS: -- We the due to 
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priorities of the department and, you 

know, putting a committee together and 

have people's attentions to it. We didn't 

have the basically the bandwidth to do it 

this year. It was on schedule to be this 

year, but we didn't get to it because we 

had other ones we put out.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: We have a 

commitment from you that you're going to 

send it out for an RFP this in '27?

MS. OWEISS: It's on the track to be 

be issued in 2027.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Okay. All right. 

Thank you, I hope so.

MR. DAVIS: Good afternoon. Are you 

aware that CSEA has an issue with the sub 

some subcontracting on this issue?

MS. OWEISS: Yes, we met with the CSC 

on this contract and they withdrew their 

objection. They just wanted to have 

clarification on what process the the 

vendor would be serving. And we explained 

to them this was an issue a couple of 

years ago that was resolved.  They only 
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perform services outside the county. The 

Sheriffs perform the services inside the 

county.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. Thank you.

MS. OWEISS: You're welcome.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thanks. Thank 

you. 

The next group will be with the 

county attorney, Darcy, by the way. Well, 

we will come back in a few minutes. Once 

we vote on these, we'll on table yours 

and deal with that as well. Okay. Just a 

couple more minutes.

*****
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Mr. Soleymanzadeh,, 

how are you?  

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Good afternoon. 

Legislators. Richard Soleymanzadeh for 

the County Attorney's Office.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: So why don't you 

just go through them all.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yeah. E 74 is 

with the court reporting agency, Rich 

Moffett Court reporting. This is an 

amendment. This is to amend some of the 

expenses that are in the exhibit. 

Minority counsel asked me a specific 

question a minute ago. The difference was 

the price per page from 5.25 to 5.75. And 

the shipping and handling costs are 

slightly higher as well. I forget who I 

was speaking to over there, but.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Can 

I just ask you a question about that? The 

charts are both identical, so I think 

maybe we need to amend the backup the 

charts for that just to show what you're 

saying now.
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MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: So.  I'm not 

privy to the original chart, but the new 

chart has 5.75 per page.  And I believe 

the original chart had 5.25 per page. I'm 

not sure if you have the original chart 

as part of your exhibits or not. But that 

is where the difference in price is $5.25 

per page to 5.75 per page, $0.50 more.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

the problem is we need both charts to 

compare. We only have one.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yeah.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

we need both.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  If you're going 

through the system, the original would be 

part of the system. I'm not sure how you 

handle it internally. But I can have, I 

can have someone send you that, I guess. 

I'm also being told the other difference 

was the shipping and handling.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. 75 Bee Ready.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Right. So Bee 

Ready is a new contract on the case 
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entitled Shah versus Liston in the US 

Court of Appeals. This is an appeal to 

the Second Circuit. The Appellate Court 

gave us a short window to perfect the 

appeal. The in-house attorney DCE Mr. 

Vander had to take a medical leave on 

this, so we brought on outside counsel to 

handle this.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: E76.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  One moment. 

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  How are you, 

Legislator Drucker.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Oh, good. That 

was a hearty good morning. Good 

afternoon. I like that. Really happy to 

see you.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I am sincerely 

happy to see Legislator Drucker.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Right back at 

you. So who who was handling this case 

prior to this?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Dc a Robert 

Vander? And he had to take an unexpected 
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medical leave.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Medical leave? 

Oh, that was the reason. Okay. And so we 

are the appellant in this case.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I believe so.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: You believe so 

or you know.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: So you know, I'm 

going to qualify every one of my answers 

when I give them to you.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Well I just want 

to know, we're the appellant on this 

because you said there's a short window. 

So I just was curious.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yeah. Well it was 

our window to perfect the appeal. So if 

we have to perfect it then yes, we are 

the appellant.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Okay. All right. 

Thank you. We'll go on to we'll wait for 

the next one.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. We'll get you 

eventually.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: He gets me every 
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time.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: 77 Vincent McNamara.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yeah. E 76 is 

with the Law Firm of Vincent McNamara on 

the P file versus Nassau County, also an 

appellate court second department case. 

This case is going on appeal because the 

county received a verdict against the 

county in the trial court, and an appeal 

is being taken on it. It's somewhat of a 

complex matter. And so we are using 

outside counsel on it. Involving police 

conduct and physical injury to the 

plaintiff.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Hi. Good 

afternoon again. So it's my 

understanding, you can correct me if I'm 

wrong or whether you can answer that, I'm 

understanding that post-trial motions on 

this case were in fact denied. So I'm not 

sure about what exactly we are appealing 

here if a post-trial motions were denied 

on this.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Well, I'm pretty 
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confident that the contract is for an 

appeal seeking to overturn the verdict 

and reduce the damages.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: The verdict. But 

I think those -- weren't they addressed 

in the post-trial motions that have 

already been made?  I understand the 

complexity and and the need for outside 

counsel in the 1983 cases. I really do 

understand that. But I'm just curious 

here as to you know, who was handling 

this case prior? And did, in fact, they 

make post-trial motions that were 

addressed and adjudicated.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: The post-trial 

motions in the trial court?  

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: After trial.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: In the trial 

court?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: I believe so, 

yes.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Well, that's why 

this would be on appeal.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: I needed to just 
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have you put on the record. So there were 

post-trial motions made that were denied.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I couldn't make 

the representation because I'm not aware 

of whether post-trial motions were made 

or not. I do know that an appeal is 

pending, which must mean that any lower 

court efforts must have been exhausted 

before the appeal would be filed.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: So we're 

appealing the verdict itself.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yes. Okay. And to 

try and reduce the damages.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Okay.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: And as far as the 

in-house attorney that was handling it, I 

believe he's no longer with us.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right. Keep on 

going, please.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: E 77 is also with 

the Law Firm of Vincent McNamara. This is 

a new contract. This is involving claims 

under the adult survivorship statute 
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where the plaintiff is claiming that they 

were sexually harassed while in the 

custody of Nassau County. The County is 

conflicted out. And so we are referring 

this out. This the Lopez matter?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Why was the 

county conflicted out? Can you tell us or 

no?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I believe 

whenever there are claims made against 

individual correction officers that a 

determination is made to refer out 

defense of certain individuals to be able 

to protect the County's interest. And I 

have a feeling, if I'm not mistaken, next 

month there'll be another contract 

related to this involving some other 

co-defendants.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: I see. Thank 

you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  E78.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: E 78, Patella 

Chimera. This is for $80,000. This is 

also to perfect an appeal to the Second 
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Department. This is involving New York 

City suing Nassau County to recover its 

proportionate share of training police 

officers.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Question on 

this. So this case is from what I'm 

hearing reading in the backup from 2013. 

Just curious as to why it's how come it's 

taken so long on this?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: You're asking why 

our legal system is slow.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Yeah. Well, it's 

12 years, 13 years. I'm just curious. 

It's strictly about reimbursement. Right. 

It's really more or less about 

reimbursement by the County to New York 

City.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yeah, but you 

have two governments fighting each other. 

I'm pretty sure they're going to litigate 

it as long as they can.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: But you're not 

not sure? 

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  I'm not sure.
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LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  You don't you 

only have a clear answer. I understand.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I don't. I don't.

MR. DAVIS: Any sense of what we're 

talking about in terms of the dollar 

amount that the city is seeking from the 

County?  

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: No.

MR. DAVIS: Because I'm just looking 

at the cost that we're laying out visa 

vis what they're requesting and just 

trying to figure out whether it's even 

worth it or not. And so if we had that 

information, it would be helpful to us to 

make a determination whether this makes 

sense at all or not. So if I understand 

it correctly, the gravamen of the issue 

is that there are people who are trained 

officers who are trained by NYPD. They 

then get hired by Nassau, and NYPD is 

seeking to be reimbursed for the cost of 

training those officers. Is that correct?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I think so. I 

believe so. Legislator Davis, I'm not 
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100% sure, but I believe that that's the 

crux of it. And as far as whether it's a 

cost benefit analysis to settle a case 

instead of paying legal fees to litigate 

it, I have a pretty good feeling that 

that might come down to whether or not a 

plaintiff or defendant want to set the 

precedent that they're going to pay on 

something, as opposed to litigate it.

MR. DAVIS: Well, and I think that 

this issue has actually been litigated. 

And I think the law is fairly clear on 

this issue. So again, that would be just 

information. If we have that that helps 

us.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I could try and 

find that out.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. E 79 is 

Berkman Henoch.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: E 79 is with the 

law firm of Berkman Henoch. This is 

involving the sheriff's office being 

compelled to execute a warrant of 
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eviction in a bankruptcy proceeding, 

being pending on on the property 

submitted by a resident of that property. 

An additional $10,000 is being added. 

Because apparently an unexpected order to 

show cause was filed in the case. It's an 

amendment.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay.  E80.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: E80 is with the 

Law Firm of Sheharyar Ali. This case is 

close to completing discovery. This is 

involving a plaintiff that was 

incarcerated in correctional facility and 

later passed away due to a medical 

condition. The claim I think is not only 

for wrongful death, but for health care 

services. The original firm, if I'm not 

mistaken, that was handling the case 

could no longer handle it and couldn't 

manage it, and so we brought in outside 

counsel to take over the case. It's a new 

contract.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: So question on 

this one. So this is a case that started 
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in ten years ago 2016. And who was the 

attorney who was handling it.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: The prior law 

firm I believe was Leahy and Johnson.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Yeah.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: And discovery is 

close to complete. Not fully complete. We 

are approaching a trial on the case. 

There's some medical discovery that I 

think remains outstanding. Some expert 

testimony that needs to be taken on the 

matter.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Does this 

involve Armor, the company that was 

providing them health care at the jail?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yes.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Okay.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Armor apparently 

tendered their policy.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Now, what my 

concern is here also is that Mr. Ali, a 

former county attorney and a legislative 

candidate, got this contract.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: With a record so 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 48

 

far of 7 to 0.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: That's not -- 

that's irrelevant. It's on a case by case 

basis.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Not if you're an 

attorney that wants to defend Nassau 

County, it's not.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Each vendor 

should be evaluated and vetted if there 

are any other conflicts or things have 

changed, circumstances could have changed 

in ten years. You know, I understand that 

there were only two bids.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I know for sure 

if there are conflicts that -- 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Mr. Ali has had a 

wonderful record when he was here with 

the County Attorney.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: But so why -- 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: He wins cases.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Why couldn't 

this case have continued in the County 

Attorney's Office? Why do we need outside 

counsel on it, even though the attorney 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 49

 

who was handling it is on leave? Why 

couldn't someone else pick up the ball? 

Why do we have to go to outside counsel 

each and every time?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Well, we don't go 

to outside counsel.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: On this 

particular case.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Our current 

attorneys that are in house are averaging 

somewhere, I believe, between 70 to 90 

cases per year.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Why this case?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: So why a specific 

case? Like I've said early on during our 

exchanges, is going to have to do with 

the complexity of the case, the court, 

the venue, the judge. It might have to do 

with specifics within the case. It might 

have -- 

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  For ten years 

it was in house.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Ten years it was 

in house. And now what's the need for it 
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to go outside?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: No, no, it was a 

sign, I believe, to outside counsel Leahy 

and Johnson.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: I don't have 

that. When was that done? I have this was 

it was started in '16. It was handled in 

house. And you know, I don't understand 

why now when --

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: This was with 

outside counsel at some point, but 

regardless, medical malpractice, any case 

that's going to have medical issues on it 

most likely is going to require some sort 

of outside expertise on it.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: But for years it 

was handled in house, is my question.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yes, we saved the 

county taxpayer money if we handled it 

in-house for those years.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: But that could 

be done on every single case that we go 

outside. We can save money by doing it, 

keeping it in-house. We have qualified, 
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competent attorneys like yourself in the 

County Attorney's Office who could handle 

these cases very well and save the County 

millions of dollars, instead of the 20 

some odd million we spend every single 

year.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I agree with the 

sentiment that we have very well 

experienced, knowledgeable and skilled 

attorneys in the County Attorney's 

Office.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Well, you just I 

agree. Thank you for saying that. But 

you're just paying lip service to it.  

I'd like to see it in reality though.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Again, the 

reality is that the attorneys that are 

in-house average between 70 to 90 cases 

per year per attorney, that's a 

substantial caseload that they're 

handling. And the County gets sued. So 

sometimes we refer them out.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: But I'd like to 

see -- 
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MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: A hybrid blend 

between in-house and outside counsel, you 

cannot deny is working for the County.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Understood. But 

I'd like to see the data on how 

successful we'd be if we had trained 

county attorneys handling these cases.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  I've gone over 

the numbers before. Our exposure and 

liability has drastically been reduced 

over the last five years based on the 

fact that we're blending in-house and 

outside counsel and specifically 

attributable to the fact that we 

increased outside counsel. We balanced 

the in-house and outside counsel with 

each other.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: So we say.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: The results speak 

for themselves.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: So taxpayers in 

Nassau County save $22 million a year by.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: No taxpayers, no 

taxpayers saved close to $300 million 
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based on our exposure to outside 

liability, because we brought in and we 

blended the in-house and outside counsel.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: What period of 

time?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Over the four 

years that I indicated last time I was 

here. I can go over the numbers again if 

you want.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: $300 million 

that's been saved by. And how much have 

we paid out to those outside counsel 

firms? You're saying the net -- 

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: No.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Is 300 million.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: It's nowhere near 

the net amount. You want me to calculate 

the net amount to? I could probably get 

the net amount.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: The net amount 

that's saved by going to outside counsel, 

offset by what we're paying the outside 

counsel, what their fees are. Yeah. I'd 

like to know what those numbers are.
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MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Okay. No problem.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Legislator

Giuffre.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: So you're 

Lawyer, I know.  I try cases I have tried 

cases from my firm. I've been doing this 

for 38 years. I would never in a million 

years -- Rich, I think you're a great 

person and a great lawyer. I would never 

in a million years if I had a choice 

between you trying the case and Shariah. 

Ali trying the case. I would never in a 

million years let you try my case.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Well, since I 

prefer not to litigate good anymore, I'm 

in full agreement with your sentiment.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: And so I think 

Sheharyar Ali is now up to eight 

defendants verdicts, not seven. But I may 

have lost count.  So but it sounds like 

we're spending about $22 million on 

outside counsel. And the liability of the 

county has been reduced from somewhere in 
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the $700 million range to somewhere in 

the $350 million range. Is that about 

right?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yeah, it went 

from $623 million in 2021 to $375 million 

in 2024.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Okay, 280 

million. And so if we take off the 22 

million, we're still ahead by a good 250, 

right?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yes.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: All right. All 

right. I mean, you know, that's the only 

point I want to make. I think that the 

whatever's taking place within and I 

don't want to discuss litigation strategy 

unless we go into executive session, but 

whatever is taking place in the County 

Attorney's office and in the 

Administration, all right, in picking 

which cases to send to outside counsel, 

those decisions have been wisely made. 

Would you agree?  

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yes.
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LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Okay. And the 

results that we've obtained at trial have 

been nothing less than stellar. 

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  Yes.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Okay.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: And I'm confident 

that Plaintiff's Bar would agree with 

that.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: I would agree 

also as a plaintiff's lawyer.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: A few judges have 

agreed with that too. On the record.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Yeah. So and 

occasionally look there's always going to 

be some outlier. You're always getting 

when you try cases you're not going to 

win every case, which I understand. And 

the cases that we don't win you know we 

can we can move to set aside the verdict. 

But it's before the trial judge that 

tried to settle the case. You didn't 

settle. They may not set aside the 

verdict. Then we appeal. Right. And we 

have that opportunity. Okay. All right. I 
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appreciate your time, sir. Thank you.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  Yep.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right, last one. 

Hopefully. One more.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Question. Just with the Armor.  How many 

cases are still pending.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I don't know.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: I 

thought they were all handled together 

now.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: As in as in like 

a consolidated case?

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Yeah.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I don't know. I 

don't know the answer to that.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

You're a good witness. I'm glad you're 

honest. Okay, I think we should get an 

update on where the Armor cases are. I 

don't know how many have been settled. 

And, you know, that was a big thing.  I 

forget how many deaths there were, but 
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there were a lot.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  I can ask Legal 

Counsel and Litigation.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Okay. I would like to see how much we 

paid out.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I'm not privy to 

it.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:   

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay, so the last 

one is E 82 Greenberg Traurig.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: E 82, is with the 

Law Firm of Greenberg Traurig. This is a 

close out. We obtained a jury verdict on 

behalf of the County to the benefit of 

the County against plaintiff's counsel, 

Mr. Brewington, on this. And this is a 

close out to finish up the payments on 

it.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Got it. Okay. Thank 

you. 

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  Thank you. 

*****



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 59

 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  We have now 

Management and Budget. E 83, that would 

be Arthur Gallagher risk management.

MR. NOLAN:  Good afternoon. Chris 

Nolan from the Office of Management and 

Budget. 

This is E83-26 is an agreement with 

Arthur J. Gallagher to act as the 

County's insurance broker of record to 

renew policies, place new insurance 

coverage, and provide consultation on 

some risk management items. 

The contract was a result of the 

County issuing our RFP in February of 26. 

We received six proposals and Arthur J. 

Gallagher was determined to be the best 

value to the County.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thank you.

Okay,.

We can vote on these contracts that 

I've called. And those would be:

A29, 32, 48, 34.

B7, 10, 72.

A38, A40.
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E73, 74, 75, 76, 78, 79,  80, 82 and 

83. All those in favor of these? 

(Whereupon, off the record 

conversation.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay.  Let's do 

those first then:

E72, E80 E82. 

All those in favor?  

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Aye.  

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed? 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Nay. 

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Nay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. Those passed 

four three. 

Now we'll come back to the others:

28, 29, A32, 48, A34,B7.

B7, B10, A38, A39, A40,.

E73, 74, 75, 76, 78, 79 and E83, B8 

and B9.
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All those in favor of these, say 

aye. 

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  All right. Those 

are unanimous.

Now I have a motion to untable E50 

which is a resolution authorizing a 

contract between the County Department of 

Parks and Metamorphic Concerts, LLC.

Motion made by Deputy Presiding 

Officer McKevitt and seconded by 

Legislator Kennedy. 

All those in favor of untabling this 

item, say aye. 

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed? 

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  The item is 

untabled. 

Okay, Darcy. There you go.
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COMMISSIONER BELYEA: Darcy Belyea, 

Parks Commissioner. Thank you, Presiding 

Officer, for looking into that and 

untabling. 

Item E50-26 is an amendment to the 

service agreement approved by this body 

in December of 2023 between the County 

and Metamorphic Concerts, LLC. They serve 

as a booking agent for our entertainment 

throughout the year. This amendment 

exercises the renewal clause as agreed by 

both parties, so that the term expiration 

is now June 12th, 2027 and the Ads Artist 

Hospitality Services as required to be 

performed by this vendor and it amends 

the maximum payment amount for the 

renewal term year, only increasing it by 

$600,000. So the total consideration for 

this term is not to exceed 1 million. 

This increases the total amount to be 

paid to this contract, not to exceed $2.6 

million. No other contract terms will be 

amended, and this agreement is funded by 

the Hotel/Motel tax Grant fund.
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay.  We did a 

motin to untable, but we didn't have a 

motion on the item itself. So that motion 

is made by Deputy McKevitt and seconded 

by Legislator Giuffre.

All those in favor of this item, 

please say aye. 

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

COMMISSIONER BELYEA: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay, so that is 

unanimous. 

And we will now put the Rules in 

recess. And we'll do some other 

committees. And public works is next. And 

we'll come back to rules once the other 

committees are done. 

And by the way, we'll have a little 

reconvening on the legislative session of 

the Full Legislature.

(Whereupon, recess, 2:06-3:19 p.m.)
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right, we'll 

reconvene Rules.  We've got a number of 

items to vote on. 

First of all, we have two groups 

here:  157, 161, 162, 163 and 165. 

All those in favor of these items, 

say aye.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Aye.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed? 

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Abstain?  

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Abstain.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Abstain.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Abstain.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay.  We have 4 to 

0 to 3.

First of all, a motion to suspend 

the Rules made by Deputy Presiding 

Officer, seconded by Minority Leader 
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DeRiggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of suspending the 

Rule say aye. 

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. The Rules are 

suspended. 

We're going to vote on those items 

again because those items were on the 

Addendum. And we should have suspended 

the Rules before that. 

So, 157, 161, 162, 163, 165, all in 

favor, aye?

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Aye.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  And abstain?

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Abstain.
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LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Abstain.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Abstain.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. Same thing, 4 

to 0 to 3.

Now we've got a number of items 

concerning which the Majority and 

Minority have agreed that they've gone 

through previous committees and require 

no further debate or discussion. Those 

items are:

127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 

134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 

142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 

150 and 151.

On the addendum we have 152, 153, 

154, 159, 160, 164.

All those in favor of all these 

items, say aye. 

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed? 

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Those items are all 

unanimous.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 67

 

Deputy Presiding Officer McKevitt 

moves to adjourn Rules, seconded by 

Minority Leader DeRiggi-Whitton. 

All those in favor say aye.

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed? 

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Rules is adjourned.

(Whereupon, meeting is 

adjourned, 3:23 p.m.)
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C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF NEW YORK )

: SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public 

for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:

That the above is a correct 

transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 15th day of June, 2026. 

Karen Lorenzo
Karen Lorenzo 
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