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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay, we're going to 

get we're going to get started. Welcome 

everyone. We start out as always with the 

Pledge.  Legislator Nicks, would you be 

so kind as to lead us? 

(Whereupon, the Pledge of 

Allegiance is said.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Are there any 

members of the public who wish to speak 

on one of our agenda items? 

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay, I don't see 

any. In that case, we'll go straight to 

Rules Committee. 

Mr. Pulitzer, would you call the 

roll, please, for Rules?

CLERK PULITZER: Chairman Howard 

Kopel?

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER:  Vice Chairman 

Thomas McKevitt?

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Here. 

CLERK PULITZER:  John Giuffre?

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Here. 
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CLERK PULITZER:  James Kennedy?

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Ranking member Delia 

DiRiggi-Whitton?

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Drucker?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Here.

MR. DRUCKER:  Legislator Davis?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Present. 

CLERK PULITZER:  We have a quorum, 

sir.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thank you. 

Welcome all you interns here. You get to 

see how the sausage is made today. And if 

we don't scare you away, maybe you'll 

even go into this profession.

We'll go to the contracts. I'll call 

all of them together and then we'll go 

through them one at a time.  And then 

I'll put the Rules Committee in recess at 

that point while we have other 

committees, and we'll bring the Rules 

Committee back after that.
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A35, Connect 2 Solutions LLC; A37 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health, USA; 

A41, Axon Enterprise; A42, is Magnum 

Electronics; A43, Intellitech 

Corporation; A44, Don Brown Bus Sales; 

A46, Parsons Commercial; A47, Paul 

Congelosi Sales; A50 Brinkmann 

Instruments, Inc. DBA Metrohm USA; A51 is 

H. Schrier and Company; A53 Asset Works.

B11 is Posillico Civil; B14 E & A 

Restoration.

E81, William W. Professional 

Staffing; E84 A Sheharyar Ali Law Group; 

E85, Goldberg Segalla; E87, AECOM USA; 

E89, Public Health Accreditation Board; 

E92, E Inc. 

Motion by Deputy Presiding Officer 

McKevitt on all these items seconded by 

Minority Leader DeRiggi-Whitton.

And now we'll go through them. Let's 

start off with with the IT Information 

Technology, and A35 is Connect 2 

Solutions.

MS. TALOR: Good afternoon. 
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Legislators. Rosemary Talor, Department 

of Information Technology, project 

manager. 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Could you hold on 

for just one second, please? I see that I 

did not call E 86 and E 88, which is LIRO  

Engineers.

Motion on that as well by Deputy 

Presiding Officer McKevitt, seconded by 

Minority Leader DeRiggi-Whitton.

I'm sorry. Go ahead, please.

MS. TALOR:  So this is for matter 

A35-26 Connect 2. The amount is 311,899 

paid out of general funds for IT. Connect 

2 is a reseller vendor. This product is 

called the elastic product. It's a 

security information and event management 

products. It's a critical service that 

acts as a brain for identifying and 

centralizing any suspicious activity on 

the Nassau County networks, and then it 

allows our IT personnel to identify the 

activity and solve or remediate any 

problems from a single location. 
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I'm happy to answer any questions.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay.  Any 

questions?

(Whereupon, no response.)

MS. TALOR: There's one more. I don't 

know if you want me -- 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Yes. Go ahead, 

please.

MS. TALOR: Which one? A 53.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: We have two more, 

actually, may not be you.  E 81 as well, 

but A 53 Assetworks.

MS. TALOR: Yes. 

A53-26, Assetworks. This is a 

software product that allows county 

employees in all departments to submit 

tickets for work orders. The tickets are 

tracked and assigned to appropriate 

technicians, usually work done by DPW. 

This is essentially a help desk system 

that is customized to be used by the DPW 

department in tracking their work orders.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Questions?

MS. TALOR: Any questions?
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(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thank you. We 

have anyone here on E 81 William W.  

Professional Staffing?  

MS. TALOR: Okay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Is that yours?

MS. TALOR: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Hold on one second. 

I understand that the Inspector General 

has some issues with this, so we're not 

going to deal with that at this point.

MS. TALOR: Then I think I'm done.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: I guess we're done.

MS. TALOR: Okay. Thank you.

*******
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Let's do 

Health Department A37.

MS. ZOHRABIAN: Good afternoon. 

Alyssa Zohrabian, Nassau County 

Department of Health.

Item A37-26 is a request to 

authorize a purchase order for rabies 

vaccine baits for our raccoon rabies 

control program. Boehringer Ingelheim 

Animal Health USA, Inc. is a sole source 

vendor as they are the only licensed 

provider of oral rabies vaccine for 

raccoons and also coyotes approved for 

use in the US by the USDA. The purchase 

order will sustain the program's need for 

baits for five years.  Rabies had been 

effectively eliminated in Nassau County 

after 2016 after extensive efforts 

control efforts such as the rabies 

vaccine program. So our aim with this 

purchase order is to return to that level 

of success and stop the virus from 

spreading further.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Questions?
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(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. Have you any 

others?

MS. ZOHRABIAN: I do, I have a 50.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Go ahead please.

MS. ZOHRABIAN: So A50 is a request 

to award and execute a purchase order for 

lab equipment for a public health 

laboratory. The machine, it's called a 

titrator. It tests pH alkalinity, among 

other things, in public drinking water. 

The software for the titrator that we 

currently have is now obsolete, so we 

can't use it going forward. So therefore 

we need the newer model. And Brinkmann 

instructions is a sole manufacturer of 

this piece of equipment.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Sole source. 

Any questions? Okay. How about a E 89? Is 

that yours?

MS. ZOHRABIAN: That is mine. So E 89 

is a contract with the Public Health 

Accreditation Board, aka PHAB, to assist 

the Department in developing a new 
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departmental wide strategic plan. The 

strategic plan will set the Department's 

overall vision and goals and priorities, 

and then outline how we will get that 

work done and achieve them. So it is also 

an important requirement of maintaining 

our accreditation because we are an 

accredited health department. PHAB had 

helped guide this process when the 

department was first accredited in 2017. 

And as the national accrediting body for 

governmental public health departments, 

it has the specific expertise needed to 

support this type of work.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Questions?

Yes. Go on.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Just because we haven't heard about it in 

a while, is the lab up to full 

functioning now?

MS. ZOHRABIAN: So they're in the 

process of moving, so we're hoping that 

they'll be in and moved in in September 

after the summer and after like beach 
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season is over and beach water sampling.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

This program at all as far as reaching 

the goals and everything.

MS. ZOHRABIAN: Oh, yes. So this is 

for, for the strategic plan. It's for the 

whole department, which includes our 

public health laboratory and all the 

other programs.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Are 

they like having any type of expense 

moving, I would assume like, are they 

moving into a new facility and everything 

or I'm just surprised we haven't heard 

about it.

MS. ZOHRABIAN: About the lab move?  

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Yeah.

MS. ZOHRABIAN: Yeah. We had I had 

presented an item for some new equipment 

in the past meetings.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Right. I just didn't know they were 

moving.
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MS. ZOHRABIAN: Yeah.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Maybe we could get some information about 

that. Sure. Just because it's been such a 

subject in the past. I appreciate it. All 

right. Thank you.

MS. ZOHRABIAN: You're welcome.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thanks.

MS. ZOHRABIAN: Welcome.

*******
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Police Department. 

Axon Enterprise. That's A41. We'll start 

with that.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Good 

afternoon, Deputy Chief Janine Palazzolo, 

Nassau County Police Department.

Item A41. This is to authorize an 

award of blanket purchase order for 

tasers for the Nassau County Police 

Department. The maximum amount authorized 

under this purchase order shall be $5 

million. This is a sole source and it 

comes from capital Project.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Questions? 

Okay.

Next is A42 Magnum Electronics.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Yes. Item 

A42. This is to award and execute a 

purchase order between the Nassau County 

Police Department and Magnum Electronics 

for shoulder mounted flashing lights. The 

maximum amount authorized under this 

purchase shall be $231,200. This is from 

asset funds and these lights will enhance 
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public and officer safety.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: What are shoulder 

mounted flashing lights?

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: They are red 

and white light that will go on the 

officer's lapel, and he'll be able to 

activate them when you know, it could be 

on an auto accident, a traffic stop in 

dark places so that they can alert cars 

or pedestrians if there's an officer 

there.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Yes.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Are they in use 

now?  

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: They're not 

in use. This would be a new purchase.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: So there are 

none in the department now?

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: No.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: So they just stand 

around and these lights are flashing.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: They're a 

small light that goes on top of the 

officer's shoulder.
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LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: How are they 

activated?

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: The officer 

would activate them, press them to 

activate them.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Okay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Can 

I ask one?

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Sure.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

We're not going to run into an instance 

like we did with the body cams of it 

being another piece of equipment that 

they're required to wear. As far as 

contractually.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: I would have 

to get back to you on that.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: I 

just don't want to run into that. Okay.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Okay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. 47 is Paul 

Cangelosi Sales.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Yes. This is 
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to award and authorize a purchase order 

for horse trailers for the Nassau County 

Police Department. This is a one time 

purchase. The maximum amount authorized 

under this purchase shall be $119,600. 

The mounted unit currently has 11 horses, 

and this is used to transport horses 

throughout the county.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay.

And we do have one more, I'm told 

now which is Stryker, but we did not have 

a motion on that one. That's a 59 motion 

by Deputy Presiding officer seconded by 

Minority Leader Whitton. A59, please. 

Stryker Sales.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: This is to 

authorize an award, a purchase order for 

cardiovascular instruments for the Nassau 

County Police Department. This is a one 

time purchase. The maximum amount 

authorized under this purchase order 

shall be $2,714,451.90. This is to 

replace all outdated units that have 

reached their end of life questions.
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thank you.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: I also have 

A56.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Yes. I'm told that 

we're we're not calling that one yet.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Thank you.

******
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Thank you. All 

right. Correctional Center. And that will 

start off with A43 Intellitech 

Corporation.

CAPTAIN BRIAN DOYLE: Good afternoon, 

Captain Brian Doyle. Nassau County 

Sheriff's Department. 

The item before you, A43 is a 

blanket purchase order for maintenance of 

Intellitech, application Imax for the 

Correctional Facility. This is a sole 

source purchase Intellitech Corporation 

is a sole vendor who manufactures, sells 

and distributes exclusively the annual 

license to use Imax and provide support 

and maintenance to this product. This 

product is used for booking inmates and 

all information regarding their 

incarceration. The maximum amount of this 

authorized under this blanket shall be 

570,954.75. The term of this blanket is 

three years, subject to the county's 

right for early termination.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Questions. 
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Okay. A51 H. Schrier & Company.

CAPTAIN BRIAN DOYLE: The item before 

you A51 is a blanket purchase order to 

supply grocery products for the 

correctional facility with H. Schrier & 

Company who was the lowest responsible 

bidder. The maximum amount authorized 

under this blanket would be 175,000. The 

term of this blanket is for six months 

from the date of issuance, and can be 

extended by mutual agreement for an 

additional six months.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Questions? Okay. 

Well, thank you.

CAPTAIN BRIAN DOYLE: Thank you.

******
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Public works. We'll 

start off with A44 Don Brown Bus Sales.

MR. LINDGREN: Good afternoon, Jeff 

Lindgren, Traffic Management.

The contract before you is with Don 

Brown Bus Sales who was the low bidder at 

the amount of $275,515. The contract is 

for the construction of a new piece of 

equipment for us, it's a field operations 

trailer that we would use for various 

public assembly events throughout the 

county, in addition to responding to 

roadway emergencies.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Do you have 

any others?

MR. LINDGREN: No.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: No. Okay. Thanks. 

Next is B11 Posillico Civil. Go ahead.

MR. SALONE: Good afternoon. Pasquale 

Salone, Department of Public works.

This is a capital project for the 

Bay Park sewage treatment plant. As part 

of the restoration from impacts of 

Hurricane Sandy under the FEMA for six 
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program, the aeration building at the 

facility is being replaced so that the 

new one can be constructed above the 

potential flood level for future 

emergencies.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: This federally 

funded?

MR. SALONE: Yes, it is 100%.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  100%, good.

Do you have any others.

MR. SALONE: No, sir.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Well. Thank 

you. 

B14 in a restoration.

MR. TUMAN: Good afternoon, Douglas 

Tuman, Deputy Commissioner, Department of 

Public Works.

Item B14-26 is a bid contract for 

DPW building construction. General 

requirements contract. This contract is 

for on call general construction work on 

county owned buildings and general 

construction projects where the work 

required is outside the capabilities of 
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DPW facilities management. In-house 

crews. There are five bids received. 

Three of those were considered 

responsible in a was the lowest 

responsible bidder. This is a single 

prime contract for a two year duration 

with an option to renew for another two 

years with payments based on time and 

materials expended, plus the contractor's 

markup of 40% on labor and 11% on 

materials. Funding for this contract is 

from capital. The estimated expenditures 

under this contract are $10 million. 

Initial encumbrance is in the amount of 1 

million funded from capital. The 

contractor has agreed to use best efforts 

for mwBe and WBE participation.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: That's it. Okay.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Can I, is that okay? 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Sure. 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  So 

if you renew the contract, you said you 

have an option to renew without coming 
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before us. Correct?

MR. TUMAN: Correct.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Is 

the cost still going to remain at the 10 

million or are you going to double the 

cost?

MR. TUMAN: Well the bid amounts will 

remain as what they were originally bid 

at. Is that what you mean?  

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

if you renew it in two years, what is the 

total cost if you renew it without coming 

before us?

MR. TUMAN: That decision hasn't been 

made of I guess what that amount would be 

at that time.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: But 

you wouldn't have to come before us. So 

we have to know that the 10 million is it 

for four years.

MR. TUMAN: I don't know if somebody.  

We don't have somebody. I could get back 

to you on that. The 10 million is for 

this contract. It's not clear to me. I 
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will get clarity on that, whether the 10 

million covers the four years or just the 

two years.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

That's sort of important because you 

can't go up to 20 million.

MR. TUMAN: Agreed. Yep. That's 

important.  The 10 million, my 

understanding is for the two year 

duration.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: And 

you have the right.

MR. TUMAN: The original this 

original contract that's being approved. 

But we have a right to extend it beyond 

the two years.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: You 

have the right to extend it.

MR. TUMAN: So I guess if we're going 

beyond that 10 million at that time, then 

we would have to go in front of the 

Legislature. But this is for the 10 

million for two years. But there is an 

option for us to extend. And I guess if 
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we have already gone through the 10 

million, then we would have to come back 

to the Legislature to increase beyond the 

10 million. But if there's still money 

left, we haven't blown through that 10 

million within two years, then we can 

extend the contract.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Okay, so I just want to make it clear on 

the record that if it's going to exceed 

the 10 million within the next four 

years, you have to come before.

MR. TUMAN: If there's an increase in 

money. Yes.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Anything extending the 10 million, you'd 

have to come back. We're only authorizing 

10 million. 

MR. TUMAN:  Yes. 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

The other thing is that I was just a 

little concerned about the wording of 

best effort. You know, we do have that 

standard for trying to find the minority 
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women owned businesses just a little bit 

more than best effort. You know, we have 

requirements for that.

MR. TUMAN: Yeah. The nature of this 

contract, because it's a requirements 

contract, the work isn't actually known 

yet, right. So it's difficult or really 

impossible for them to pledge and bring 

on subs without yet knowing what the work 

is.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

True. But you'll follow the County's 

procurement regulations, correct?

MR. TUMAN: Of course.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Okay. Thank you.

MR. TUMAN: Thank you. 

I do have another one, if you want 

me to.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Sure.

MR. TUMAN:  This is E87-26.

ChIRMAN KOPEL: Yes. Go ahead please.

MR. TUMAN: This is an amendment to 

an on call construction management 
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services contract for AECOM to provide 

additional funds for construction 

management services for the County's 

building construction projects.

Amendment number one is for $1 

million, which will increase the maximum 

contract amount to 2 million. Funds are 

available under Capital Project 50701 and 

90407.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. All right. 

Thanks.

MR. TUMAN: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Thank you.

We have E 86 and E 88, Liro 

Engineers.

MR. GEORGE: Good afternoon, Thomas 

George, Deputy Commissioner, DPW. 

Item 86-26. CM service for 

resurfacing various roadways under phase 

74 project. The vendor is LIRO  

Engineers.

The purpose of this contract is to 

perform construction management and 

inspection service for Nassau County 
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Department of Public Works Construction 

Management Unit. The selected firm will 

manage concrete roadway repairs under 

Phase 74 project.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right. All 

right. The. And the other one?

MR. GEORGE: I have only one, 

actually.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: 88.

MR. GEORGE: 86.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: You have 86. Okay. 

All right.

MR. GEORGE: All right. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right. Who has 

the 88? That's you. Okay.

MR. LUTZ: Good afternoon. Harold 

Lutz, Nassau County Department of Public 

Works, traffic engineering. 

E 88-26 is a contract for 

professional services for construction, 

management and inspection services for 

the traffic signal Expansion phase ten 

construction project. The construction 

includes 39 traffic signals and 21 
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traffic cameras along New Hyde Park Road, 

Hempstead Avenue, South Franklin Avenue, 

Mineola Avenue, Glen Cove Avenue and the 

hamlets of Garden City, New Hyde Park, 

North Hills Valley Stream, Roslyn, 

Glenwood Landing and Glen Cove. We have a 

25.62 DBE utilization from the 

contractor. 

We received 19 RFPs in this and was 

deemed the number one technically ranked 

firm and the best value to the county. We 

were as money in the funding through the 

capital contract 62462, and there's an 

80% reimbursement from New York State 

DOT.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Hi, 

Harold. How are you?

MR. LUTZ: Hi, how are you? 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Good to see you. 

What type of cameras are they?

MR. LUTZ: They're just our incident 

management system.  We can observe 

traffic flows from there. We can detect 
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incidents and notify the police 

department. They're not for crime 

prevention or anything like that. They 

probably do have some deterrent effect, 

but we don't record them because, you 

know, having hundreds of cameras, we 

don't have the data storage ability or 

capability to keep that data. So it's 

just something where we have operators 

who are in the TMC 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. They're overseeing all of 

our operations on our roadways. We get 

communications from their traffic 

signals, and we may see something as out 

we can see through the camera. If we have 

something in a location, we can pan, 

tilt, zoom the cameras to see what it is. 

Is it a malfunction? Is it a power 

outage? And make a quicker determination. 

We have about 200 plus cameras out in the 

field right now. This would be another 21 

in areas that we currently don't have 

coverage. This project in addition to the 

traffic signals, there's communications 
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that goes along with it. That 

communication supports the cameras.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

you don't do any type of license plate 

reading with these. Correct?

MR. LUTZ: No, that's a completely 

separate thing that the Police Department 

runs. Those are on some of our 

infrastructure, but they're not ours.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Okay. So so this information again, is 

not capped. It's just for live 

information.

MR. LUTZ: Yes.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. All right. 

Thank you.

MR. LUTZ: Thank you.

*****
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Purchasing. We have 

A46. Parsons Commercial.

MR. BARONE: Good afternoon. 

Legislators. Rafael Barone, DPW 

Facilities. 

This is to award a contract to 

Parsons Commercial Flooring to do 

flooring in all county commercial 

buildings.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Questions? 

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. Thanks.

******
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Talogy, E 90?

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Good 

afternoon, Deputy Chief Janine Palazzolo 

and Nassau County Police Department item 

number E 90.

This is an amendment to exercise the 

renewal option in our existing contract 

with Talogy. They provide test 

preparation and test administration 

services for the Police Department and 

Civil Service. This is a two year renewal 

with a cost not to exceed $2,221,346.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Questions? 

Okay.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Can 

I just ask, do you have a general idea of 

how many tests they're administrating for 

$2 million?

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Well, I can 

tell you what we've done in the last 

three years. We've administered a police 

officer test, a sergeant's test, a police 

communication operator's test, and a 

police service training test.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 35

 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

administrating means creating the test, 

as well as giving the test and grading 

the test and everything. Correct?

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Yes.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Okay. All right. Thank you.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Thank you.

*****
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. The next two 

the last two actually are with the county 

attorney. And E 84 is Sheharyar Ali. 

Mr. Soleymanzadeh.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Good afternoon. 

Legislators. 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: E84 will start.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yeah. E 84 is 

with the law firm of Ali Law Group. This 

is venue in the Eastern District of New 

York. The case is Ellis versus Nassau 

County. This is involving a plaintiff 

that's suing Nassau County for various 

alleged violations of federal civil 

rights claims regarding the plaintiff's 

prior conviction and prosecution in 

Nassau County by our district attorney.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Okay. Yes. Yes, go 

on.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you. Good 

afternoon, sir.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: How are you, 

Legislator Drucker?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: How are you 
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today?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Good.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: So I think we 

can all agree that this case is one of 

the most significant cases that has come 

before the County in quite some time, in 

terms of financial liability and risk. 

You know, everyone knows how much I 

detest the excessive use of of outside 

counsel and in my opinion, the waste of 

taxpayer dollars on this. And I've gone 

on record for quite some time. But this 

case, I can agree wholeheartedly that we 

need outside counsel, not just because 

it's a 1983 federal matter, but because 

the financial implications facing us. So 

there's no question we need a very good 

attorney. Sorry, I'm not available, but 

we need one, a good attorney to defend us 

and mitigate the risk. 

So it brings me to my question of my 

concern. I want to understand the process 

and the mechanics of how you chose this 

particular law firm. I mean, I'm used to 
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seeing names like, you know, McNamara and 

Skolnick and Peter Bee and Traurig and 

the others, but not this particular firm 

on a case of this magnitude. Can you take 

me through the process.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: No.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Okay. That was 

good.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I mean, I'm not 

going to necessarily discuss what our 

specific analysis is on why we select or 

why we send out a particular file, 

because that's a legal strategy that the 

County Attorney would make.

As far as this particular case, or 

how we do it in general, if that's what 

you're asking. Right.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: So how does it 

come down to the selection process?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Right.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: What criteria is 

used.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Right.  So we 

have a committee and the committee would 
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meet and discuss the particular matter, a 

particular file, and discuss the various 

attorneys that may have responded to it 

or go through the various attorneys that 

are on our panel and make a determination 

on the experience of those attorneys, 

their track record, their pricing, their 

knowledge of how the County operates 

sometimes is important in a particular 

case.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: How many 

attorneys are on your preferred list?  

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I'm not privy to 

that. I'm not sure. But our panel is 

somewhat extensive.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: On the federal 

cases I'm talking about in particular. 

Maybe that list narrows down when it 

comes to the federal cases.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I don't know the 

answer to that. I don't know how many of 

the attorneys that are on our panel are 

also Federally admitted. I would assume 

all the attorneys that are on our panel 
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have federal admission, but I don't know 

the exact number of of that.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Can you tell us 

how many are on the panel at all?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I want to say 

there's about a dozen maybe. That I'm not 

100% sure on it. You know, I've seen lots 

of names on the panel, so I can't I can't 

speak to how many exactly. I can get you 

that number. I can tell you how many are 

on the panel. Every time an attorney has 

come through that we've selected, they're 

on the panel. So over the years, through 

different administrations, there have 

been lots of attorneys that have been on 

the panel.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Because of this 

particular case, you can't tell me why 

and how you chose this firm.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Well, I mean, 

based on track record, there's no 

dispute, Mr. Ali has had the best track 

record among any attorneys on these types 

of 1983 cases. This specific case, I 
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think, is going to involve some knowledge 

of county processes, DA processes. I 

believe Mr. Ali was a former district 

attorney in Kings County. He's familiar 

with the Nassau County process. 

Legislator Drucker, if you have specific 

questions, I don't know if there's 

anything beyond that. And pricing wise, 

I'm pretty sure he's -- 

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: My colleague, I 

think, is going to narrow down the 

questioning a little bit.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Sure.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: I just want to point 

out to Legislator Drucker that is, as Mr. 

Soleymenzadeh said, this particular 

attorney has had a superlative record in 

defending cases for the County, both as a 

member of the County Attorney's Office 

and subsequently.

Also as regards to your general 

objection to outside counsel, as you'll 

see later in the executive session, I 

won't get too far into it, there are 
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instances when using outside counsel in 

one particular case may save us so much 

money that they practically pay for all 

the outside counsel for an entire year.  

And it happens and it happens. It's 

happened more than once. And as I said 

I'll defer the actual specifics to the 

executive session. 

Legislator Davis.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Good afternoon.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: How are you, 

Legislator Davis?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Wonderful.

I just want to drill down a little 

bit on this request to have this law firm 

represent the County on this particular 

case. And I guess I want to start with 

just a general proposition here. The 

proposition is this you would agree that 

both from the County Attorney's 

standpoint as well as the Legislature, 

that we are fiduciaries for the County.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Of course, the 

attorneys that represent Nassau County 
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are fiduciaries for the County. Yes.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Exactly.  And so 

as part of that fiduciary responsibility, 

what we should do when we recognize any 

risk to the County from a monetary 

standpoint, we want to minimize that as 

much as possible. Right.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Agreed.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And when it comes 

to a lawsuit, what we want to do is we 

want to get the best representation 

possible to defend the County's 

interests, right?  

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: At the discretion 

of the County Attorney.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: The bottom line 

is, you don't want to defend a lawsuit 

with somebody who doesn't have the 

requisite expertise and experience on a 

particular issue. You are looking for the 

best. Right?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Agreed.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: So one of the 

things that the County has done is when 
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we're dealing with certain cases, we go 

to outside counsel. Right.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Correct.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And the reason 

that we go to outside counsel, among the 

reasons that we go, is because the staff 

at the County Attorney's Office may not 

have the requisite expertise, correct, on 

a particular case.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: That is one of a 

dozen different reasons.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: That's what I 

said. 

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: And all equally 

important.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And one of the 

other reasons is they may not have not 

only the expertise, but they may not have 

the requisite experience. Right.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Sure.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And so experience 

comes from time, right?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Well, sure.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Okay. So and when 
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we're dealing with outside counsel, 

particularly with cases that involve 

tremendous liability to the County, we 

want to make sure that we have the 

highest quality representation possible 

to advocate and represent for the County. 

Correct?  

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: And that they 

have malpractice coverage. 

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Absolutely. And 

when we're looking at those 

qualifications, we're looking at 

experience. We're looking at expertise, 

and we're looking at staffing is a firm 

built to do this, right?  

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: That's a factor. 

Sure.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And it would be a 

factor, especially when there is a case 

that potentially could cost the County 

eight digits of liability. Right?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Sure.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: So we've had 

experience very recently in a particular 
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area where we have retained outside 

counsel, and that area would be in the 

area of wrongful convictions, right?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: What's your 

question?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: We have retained 

outside counsel in a particular area 

where there has been tremendous exposure 

to high liability, and that would be in 

the area of wrongful convictions. Right.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: You mean prior to 

this?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Yes.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I'm not familiar 

with that.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Well, you are in 

the County Attorney's Office, right?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Right.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: And are you not 

familiar with the Restivo and Halstead 

case?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Quite honestly -- 

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Okay. So I'm going 

to tell you about it. So then you'll know 
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and everyone else who's listening to this 

knows. Okay. So Restivo was a federal 

case in 1983 case for a wrongful 

conviction of two people. High liability 

case where the County was held liable 

with a verdict of $36 million. And that 

was in April of 2014. And after appeals 

and after attorneys fees, that figure 

came to $43 million for the County. And 

that was a wrongful conviction, a very 

specialized area. And in that case, we 

had an Attorney's Office, Lewis Johs, who 

represented the County, and they have 

between 100 and 150 attorneys and 5 to 8 

offices.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I'm very familiar 

with the firm.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Okay. We got that 

now. All right. So and with an office 

like that, with the experience like that, 

the County went into the hole for $43 

million despite having the requisite 

experience, staffing and the like.

There's been another case that we 
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recently settled right here. And that 

would be -- and by the way, that person 

did 18 years in jail, both of them 18 

years in jail. And the metric for cases 

where there is a wrongful conviction is, 

generally speaking, between 1 and 2 

million per year of incarceration for 

that individual 18 years in Restivo case.  

Then we just settled Jackson v 

Nassau. And we settled that in March of 

2026. And the price tag on that case was 

$10 million. That case was handled by the 

law firm of Wilson and Elser, a law firm 

with 1470 attorneys with 40 offices, $10 

million. 

Which brings us to the Ellis case. 

And so, in case you're not aware or 

anyone else isn't aware, what the Ellis 

case is, the Ellis case is a case where 

two people were charged with murder and 

robbery, and they served over 30 years in 

jail. And as a result of a review of this 

case, the conviction was vacated. After 

that conviction was vacated, in January 
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of 25. Mr. Ellis went to trial on the 

murder and the robbery, and he was 

acquitted of all charges in about an 

hour. His codefendant this past May went 

to trial and he was acquitted. The County 

has now been served with a lawsuit for at 

this point, and there's one coming, of 

civil rights, wrongful conviction for 30 

years in jail, with the potential 

liability on the one case of between 1 

and 2 million per year. And that case, 

the Ellis case was vacated because a 

police officer, the lead police officer 

on this homicide, buried exculpatory 

information that was only revealed by the 

Conviction Review Unit. And that's where 

we are right now.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Legislator Davis, 

you're going a little bit too far here.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: These are this 

information is these are public. This is 

public information.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: I'm cautioning you 

to be careful.
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LEGISLATOR DAVIS: I will be 

extraordinarily careful. These are public 

facts. I'm not talking about anything 

that is confidential in any way. These 

are public -- 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: You don't want to 

suggest any liability or non liability on 

any part either.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: I'm talking about.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Defending the case.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: I appreciate that, 

thank you. So it now gets to where we are 

right now.

We talked in the beginning about the 

importance of exposure from the County 

standpoint and liability from the 

standpoint, from the standpoint, that 

standpoint as well. And you have 

somebody, if it doesn't work out, we 

could be found liable in the tens of 

millions of dollars. So you would agree 

with me that we should put up the most 

vigorous defense that we can. Right.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yes. I will be 
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sure to convey the level of pressure and 

expectation to the counsel on this.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Well, it clearly 

should, but now let's -- and you bring me 

to my point. You have put before us the 

Sheharyar Ali Law Group, as the person to 

defend this potentially high liability 

case. Now, are you aware that -- let's 

just go through the resume, as it were, 

of this attorney This attorney graduated 

from law school in 2017. I have socks 

older than that much experience that he 

has.

When he graduated in 2017, he took a 

job with the Kings County District 

Attorney's Office, started in the fall of 

2017. And from what I understand, he was 

in the Grand Jury Bureau. He wasn't 

litigating cases. He wasn't doing trials. 

He was presenting cases to the grand 

jury. And after he started, Covid hit in 

March of 2019, and obviously, you know, 

it went for two years.

After serving as a prosecutor, he 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 52

 

came over to the County Attorney's 

Office. And, you know, as a member of the 

County's Attorney's Office, you're not 

putting anyone without any civil 

experience in any heavy duty cases. And 

he's been in that office from '21 or '22 

and opened his office after leaving over 

three years. He's been in private 

practice for a year and a half. That's 

the experience that we're talking about 

defending the County with liability like 

this.

And we talked about the number of 

attorneys, the number of staff that will 

be required to defend a case like this. 

Well, according to his letter, he is the 

only person in his firm. One person.

Now, that's one part of it. The 

second part is this. Since he went into 

practice, he has been awarded four 

contracts with the County:

In November of 2025, he was awarded 

a contract with Paul Moscatiello against 

the County of Nassau for an excessive 
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force claim. Not a wrongful conviction 

claim, and the amount of that contract 

was $45,000. 

In April of 2026, he was awarded 

another contract, Abdul Haq. And in that 

contract, it was for $175,000. Violation 

of civil rights, not a wrongful 

conviction. 

April 13th, 2026, he was awarded 

another contract for $150,000 for a motor 

vehicle accident involving a police 

officer, not a wrongful conviction.

In June 15th of 2026, he was awarded 

another contract, and that contract was 

in the amount of $330,000. And that was 

regarding the death of an inmate, not a 

wrongful conviction.

This case is a very specialized 

case, and it involves wrongful conviction 

with tremendous liability, which requires 

-- if he's already doing four other cases 

for the County and he's has the burden of 

lifting something like this, and he 

doesn't have staff and it's only him. I 
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don't really think that this is a good 

idea to have this guy representing the 

County when we have the most tremendous 

exposure that we've ever had. It's not a 

good idea. 

I took the liberty of looking at his 

website and on his website. There is no 

staff. There are no partners. There are 

no associates. The only person listed on 

his website is him. And I would assure 

you that every single member resident 

here, If they had to defend themselves 

personally, they're going to go to the 

person or the firm that has the requisite 

experience, expertise, staffing in order 

to adequately do that.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: I might disagree 

with that.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Fine. It doesn't 

make sense that we have a solo 

practitioner representing this county on 

a matter with so much exposure. On our 

list of cases of firms that that can 

potentially represent us. We have huge 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 55

 

firms with vast experience in federal 

litigation, 20, 30 years of litigation 

experience. And in this instance, that's 

what we need here. We don't need a solo 

practitioner.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: So you want the 

two large firms that result in a 

multimillion dollar judgment against the 

County to represent the County again?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  What I want is a 

firm that knows what they're doing and 

has done it before.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: He's seven -- 

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: There is no --

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: He's 7 and 0.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Okay. And I'll 

talk to you about your 7 and 0, okay. So 

I looked on his website and the first 

case he had, it was it was defending an 

individual who made a claim of medical 

negligence. And the claim amount.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Legislator Davis.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: 300.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Are you sure you 
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want to discuss the credibility of an 

outside counsel on the record?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: I'm talking to you 

about him. I'm talking about him. And 

you're telling me what he did. And I'm 

going to give you the details of what he 

did and what the point of it, the 

takeaway of it is not one of those 

claims, not one of those cases involves a 

type of case that we're talking about 

here, a wrongful conviction. And you're 

painting this as he's got this experience 

and he's 7 and 0; 0 and 0 on wrongful 

convictions because he doesn't do them, 

he hasn't done them. And that's my point. 

And somebody with eight years of 

experience, three in the DA's office, two 

years of Covid, three years in County 

Attorney's Office, is going to defend the 

county on a multi-million dollar lawsuit. 

And there's very likely there's going to 

be another one coming. This makes zero 

sense at all that we're doing something 

like this.
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MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: So, Legislator 

Davis, I understand that as a more senior 

attorney, that it might be in a more 

senior attorney's position to say that 

you should use a more senior attorney to 

represent the County. I understand that 

concept, having gone out on my own early 

after law school. But I will tell you 

something else, it's typically the 

younger attorneys that are out, that are 

hungrier and are more aggressive and are 

out to establish their reputation and to 

put in the.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: I'm not interested 

in him trying to get his reputation on 

the backs of the County. I understand 

that.

And let me just get back to what I 

was saying on the cases that you're 

talking about. Another case was a false 

arrest excessive force case. Another case 

was a person who claimed to be a 

sovereign citizen and that they weren't. 

They didn't. The Constitution didn't 
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apply to them. He won that one. 

Congratulations. 

Another one was excessive force by 

the Sheriff and Corrections department. 

Another one was where an inmate was 

stabbed in corrections. None of those 

cases have anything to do with a wrongful 

conviction, and especially with the 

magnitude, the magnitude of something 

like this. And I think it's absolute 

malfeasance and malpractice for us to 

take a sole practitioner who's already 

been afforded four other cases in the 

last year or so, and then you add this to 

his roster with the depth of experience, 

there's no indication that he's ever had 

it, the staff that is required to do 

something like this, that we're going to 

put him in a position like this. So I am 

asking all of my colleagues here in the 

legislature to really consider, really 

evaluate the details of what we're doing 

here. And I insist we there is no 

compelling reason at all that we should 
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do this. And the answer is no.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Presiding 

Officer. 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: No, no, no, no. 

Legislator Giuffre is next.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: I want to make a 

motion.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: I'll make a motion.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: I'll make a 

motion to table this item to give this 

County, the County Attorney's Office 

another opportunity to reconsider this 

and to come back to us again with a 

better opportunity, better choice.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: I 

second.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. Motion has 

been made and seconded. There's no debate 

or discussion on a motion to table. 

All those in favor of tabling the 

item, say aye. 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Aye. 

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Aye.
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LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Aye.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  All those who are 

opposed?

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Nay.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Nay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  So the motion is 

defeated; 4 to 3.

Legislator Giuffre.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Well. This was 

an impassioned argument that you've made, 

Legislator Davis. And while I respect 

your passion, I do take exception to 

your. Discussion of solo practitioners. 

As somebody who started out in the 

basement of my house, I can tell you that 

being able to handle 3 or 4 complex cases 

is not beyond the ability of a solo 

practitioner. And while I do not know the 

litigation history involving the cases 

that Mr. Ali has handled, I do know that 

he has extensive experience with section 

1983 work because he oversaw a number of 
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those as the Bureau chief at the County 

Attorney's Office. 

Now, on his own, I can't I can't say 

that I know what his experience has been, 

but I also know that he has had 3 or 4 

defendants verdicts, including in federal 

court in Brooklyn where I do believe he 

has somewhat of a reputation.

While I understand your concern, I 

don't think it's fair to say. Well, he's 

a sole practitioner, so he can't do it. I 

think that these cases are able to be 

handled by solo practitioners. I think 

it's the level of experience, trial 

skills that are involved. And I think 

it's also the reputation that the 

attorney has acquired with the 

Plaintiff's Bar in these types of cases 

that also go into it. 

The other thing is also, I know this 

may come as a shock to many people, but 

every once in a while cases are actually 

won on their merits, regardless of the 

lawyers and the firms that you cited 
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earlier, Wilson Elser, Lewis Johs, very 

reputable firms who you pointed out had 

lost cases that they had tried for Nassau 

County. And I don't think that that's 

necessarily a slur on their reputation as 

much as it might be the strength of the 

case that was against us, perhaps.

So but you know this is a lawyer 

that has extensive litigation experience 

and knows what it's like to take a 

verdict because he's seen them up close 

and has won. So.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Respectfully, as 

you know, I'm an attorney as well, and 

I'm very familiar with what it's like to 

practice solo. That's really not my point 

here. I took the time to actually look 

into this case and into the granular 

details of this case. And this is not a 

very simple case.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Maybe it's 

something we should reserve for executive 

session.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: No, I'm not going 
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to get into the details of it. That's not 

what I'm saying. But based on what I've 

seen, it would seem to me that the county 

would be better suited with a firm that 

has the adequate resources. Let's just 

take experience and throw it in the 

garbage can for a minute, just purely 

from a resource and staffing standpoint, 

this the liability on this case is off 

the charts. And it could also create a 

very poor precedent because in my 

estimation, there's going to be another 

case just like this that follows. 

And so for me, this is not personal. 

I'm just looking at it just as a 

fiduciary. And I believe as a fiduciary, 

we need to do our job and make sure we're 

putting forth the best defense. And in my 

review of the firm and my review of this 

case, review of the potential liability, 

and there's some bad facts here. I think 

this is not the right fit. And so that's 

why I'm making and certainly not 

besmirching a solo practitioner. I get 
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it. And you can do great great work. Any 

solo protection again. But this is just 

not the right fit.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: I sense that you're 

not going to vote for these things.  I 

think --  so why don't we just vote on 

this one item separately at this point 

and get that out of the way? It won't be 

on the Consent Calendar later. 

All those in favor of this item, 

please say aye. 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Aye.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed. 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Nay.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Nay. 

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Nay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay, so that item 

is 4 to 3, and we move on.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Next is E 85 with 

the law firm of Goldberg Segalla. This is 
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venue in the northern District of New 

York. Federal case. It's the New York 

State Rifle and Pistol Association versus 

a number of different defendants, Nassau 

County being one of them. 

The County had initially put in an 

answer in this case. We currently don't 

have an attorney that's admitted in the 

Northern District of New York. The 

attorney that was admitted that 

submitted, the answer is no longer with 

us, and we've decided to send this out to 

outside counsel.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Questions?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. Thank you. 

Okay. 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  I 

just have a couple questions.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: About what?

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: On 

this last one.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Oh, yeah.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 
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Sorry. I was just distracted.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: You almost made it.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: It's okay.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: How 

are you?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Good.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Okay. We just we just had And I know we 

have to be careful, but I'm not 100% sure 

why the County is involved with this 

case. Why we are part of this.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Well, we're a 

part of it because the plaintiffs chose 

to name us as a defendant. Whether 

there's merit to us being in the case or 

not is something that's left up to motion 

practice. And I think there's a motion 

pending right now for summary judgment in 

the case.  It's a case involving the 

constitutionality of the Concealed Carry 

Improvement Act that was passed in July 

of 2022. To be quite frank, I'm not 

exactly sure what the specific causes of 

action are against Nassau County or our 
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commissioner.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Yeah, neither are we.  Who made the 

motion of summary judgment?  

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH:  I believe that 

there are the first named defendant might 

have made that motion and it was 

submitted.  Our counsel, I believe, 

submitted in May of this past year, and 

further papers, I think, need to be 

submitted on the motion. It's not fully 

submitted.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Why 

don't we just wait and see what the 

motion says before -- I mean, I know it's 

only $66,000, but that's still a lot of 

money to most of us taxpayers. Like, why 

don't we just wait and see what the 

results of the motion is before we give 

an outside counsel $66,000 now and then 

possibly more?

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Well, you have to 

appear in court and you need an attorney 

in the Northern District that's admitted 
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to appear in the case. Plus -- 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Well, there's a motion being held.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yeah, but I don't 

know whose motion that is. And if we and 

I believe our counsel has submitted in 

that motion.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

This attorney.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yes.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: So 

they're doing the work prior to correct 

before us, as usual.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Correct. Because 

it would be malpractice not to appear in 

court and handle a matter and wait for 

the Legislature to make a decision on a 

case.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: I 

know, but we haven't. You know, it's been 

a while. I mean, again, I, I just think 

that it's very vague as to why we're 

there. And if there's a motion pending. I 

mean, if it's this attorney that's 
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already doing the work, you've already 

made that decision. You don't need us for 

this.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: Yes. That 

decision was already made, correct.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

Yeah. Well, you're supposed to be able to 

come before us and we're here all the 

time. You know I'm here. We're all here, 

right? There's no reason not to come to 

us before you start practice, start 

practicing on your own. I mean, unless 

you don't want us to pay for it.

MR. SOLEYMANZADEH: You voted no on 

every single outside counsel that I 

presented so far in the last three 

months.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: 

100%, no. There are times that I 

absolutely believe, and I'm not going to 

get back and forth as to whether or not 

law firms have enough people working on 

them to do the research. I mean, I have a 

a minor amount of law firm background 
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from after college. And I know what kind 

of research goes into things and how many 

paralegals and how many, you know, we all 

know how much research is needed not to 

bring back the last case that but the 

bottom line is there are times when we 

need law firms. But if you go ahead and 

hire someone and you already pay them and 

already you know, have them representing 

you, it's a risk because there, there 

might be a day where we don't pay for it, 

you know, and if you're assuming that 

we're going to, that's a mistake. Howard. 

We got to pull this one out too.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: All right. We're 

going to vote. Apparently this won't be 

on the Consent Calendar Either.  Okay. E 

85 Goldberg. 

All those in favor of this item, 

please say aye. 

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Aye. 

LEGISLATOR MCKEVITT:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE:  Aye.

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:  Aye.
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed. 

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:  

Nay.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER:  Nay. 

LEGISLATOR DAVIS:  Nay.

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay, so that item 

is 4 to 3, and we move on.

And thank you, Mr. Soleymanzadeh.

We're going to vote on all the 

contracts now. 

A35; A53; A37; A50; A89; A41; A42; 

A47; A59; A43; A51; A44; B11; B14; E86 

and E88; E87; A46; E90, and that's it, I 

believe. 

All those in favor of these items 

say aye.

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed? 

(Whereupon, no response).

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. Those items 

are all unanimous.

And now we'll put the committee in 

recess.  Public safety is next.
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(Whereupon, recess, 

2:20-3:15 p.m.)
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CHAIRMAN KOPEL: We'll reconvene 

Rules now. 

We've got a number of items that 

have already gone through other 

committees and concerning which the 

Majority and Minority have agreed no 

further debate or discussion is required.

But before call those items before I 

do, we have a motion to suspend the Rules 

because we have a agenda. And that motion 

is made by Deputy Presiding Officer 

McKevitt, seconded by Minority Leader 

DeRiggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of suspending the 

Rules say aye. 

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Rules are 

suspended.

We'll start with E 89 and then we'll 

go further on to 128, 166, 168, 169, 170, 

171, 172, 173, 174.

Now on the Addendum, the first 

agenda is 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 
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181, 182183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 

189.

And on the second Addendum is 196.

Motion on all those items by Deputy 

Presiding Officer McDevitt, seconded by 

Minority Leader DeRiggi-Whitton. 

(Whereupon, off the record 

discussion.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL: Got a few more:  

190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195. 

Motion on these items by Deputy 

Presiding Officer McKevitt, seconded by 

Minority Leader DeRiggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of these items 

say aye.

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Any opposed? 

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Okay. Those items 

are unanimous.

Motion to adjourn by Deputy 

Presiding Officer McKevitt, seconded by 

Minority Leader DeRiggi-Whitton.
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All in favor to adjourn, signify by 

saying aye.  

(Whereupon, all members 

respond in favor.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

CHAIRMAN KOPEL:  Rules is adjourned.

(Whereupon, meeting 

adjourned, 3:42 a.m.) 

*****



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RULES COMMITTEE

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516 76

 

 C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF NEW YORK )

: SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public 

for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:

That the above is a correct 

transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 13th day of July, 2026. 

Karen Lorenzo
Karen Lorenzo 
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