PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEES MEETING

*k Kk Kk kK%K

HOWARD J. KOPEL

PRESIDING OFFICER

*kkhkkhkkhKkk )%k

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
PATRICK MULLANEY

CHAIRMAN

* k%

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

County Executive and Legislative Building
1550 Franklin Avenue

Mineola, New York

Kk hkkKhk )%k

Monday, July 13, 2026

2:20 p.m.

TAKEN BY: KAREN LORENZO, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516

1




PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

APPEARANTCES

CHAIRMAN PATRICK MULLANEY (ABS)

VICE CHAIR

LEGISLATOR

LEGISLATOR

LEGISLATOR

LEGISLATOR

LEGISLATOR

LEGISLATOR

* Kk Kk kK

SCOTT STRAUSS (Acting Chair)

MAZI MELESA PILIP

SAMANTHA GOETZ (ABS)

MICHAEL GIANGREGORIO

SCOTT DAVIS RANKING MEMBER
DEBRA MULE'

CYNTHIA NUNEZ

MICHAEL PULITZER

Clerk of the Legislature

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516)414-3516

2
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CHAIRMAN MULLANEY: At this time, I
will ask Mr. Pulitzer to call the Public
Safety Committee to order.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Rose
Marie Walker.

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Vice Chairman Scott
Strauss?

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Mazi Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Michael
Giangregorio.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Ranking Member
Scott Davis?

LEGISLATGOR DAVIS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Debra
Mule?

LEGISLATOR MULE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Cynthia Nunez?

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: We have a quorum.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you.
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you.

First, we have a motion to suspend
the Rules.

Move by Legislator Walker and
seconded by Legislator Mule.

All in favor of suspending the
Rules, signify by saying aye.

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Any opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: The Rules are
suspended.

There are three items on the
addendum, which are Clerk Items 176-26;
178-26, and 179-26.

Clerk Item 178-26 is a resolution to
establish a Blue Envelope Program in
Nassau County. This was introduced by
Alternate Deputy Presiding Officer
Michael Giangregorio and Legislator
Patrick Mullaney and co-sponsored by the
Majority Caucus.

May I have a motion? Moved by
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Legislator Walker, seconded by Legislator
Strauss.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: The item is
before us.

Before turning it over to the
Administration, Legislator Michael
Giangregorio, one of the producers of
this resolution, would like to make a few
remarks.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Thank you,
Legislator Strauss.

Today, I'm proud to introduce this
legislation, along with Legislator
Mullaney and our co-sponsors. It's a
resolution to establish a Blue Envelope
Program in Nassau County. This Common
sense initiative will provide blue
envelopes and blue seat belt sleeves to
neurodivergent drivers and families or
caregivers with neurodivergent
passengers. With the goal of easing high
stress interaction, traffic stops, and
accidents, these simple visual tools will

give first responders clear, immediate
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cues that additional patients clear
communication and understanding may be
needed.

Under the proposed legislation. The
Nassau County Police Department would
provide blue envelopes to hold a driver's
license, registration card and any other
important information. It will include
easy to follow instructions for both the
drivers and the first responding officers
to help facilitate calm, effective
interactions during the stop. They will
distribute blue seatbelt sleeves that
will provide immediate visual indicators
to first responders that a driver or
passenger may be neurodivergent, and they
will make all blue envelope program
materials available free of charge at
every Nassau County Police department or
precinct or by mail.

As the father of a son who is
neurodivergent, it is my hope and that of
our sponsors that we can support our

police and first responders and better
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prepare them, and that we can help reduce
misunderstandings, prevent unnecessary
escalations, and hopefully avoid a
tragedy.

Since this law is a legislative
initiative and subject to consideration
of the full legislature on July 27th, we
do not have anyone here from the
administration to speak. As we have in
the past, I would ask if members of this
committee have questions or concerns, can
they please place them on the record
here? To the extent we can address those
questions, we will. Otherwise, we will
make sure that they addressed prior to
the vote on July 27th. And I ask for the
support of my colleagues on this
initiative. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you.
Legislator.

I just want for clarification, this
is Clerk Item 176-26.

Any debate or discussion?

Legislator Mule?
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LEGISLATOR MULE: Yes. I mean, any
legislation that can be brought forward
that can reduce the possibility of a bad
outcome 1is certainly a good thing. So I
just have a couple gquestions about the
the details of this.

The first is, is this a completely
voluntary program? As an individual, you
would say, I would like a blue envelope.
How does that work?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Yes.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Okay, great. And
will the police be receiving some
additional training so that they know
they understand what a blue envelope
means?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Yes. The
Commissioner is on board with this.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Great. Do we still
have state troopers patrolling any of our
roads here in Nassau County?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: They patrol
the parkways.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Yeah, that's what I
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thought. So will they also be receiving
this the information?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: We have to
confirm that.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Okay. I think that
would be a good idea then. Then you have
additional people on board and --

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: The State
Sheriff's Office had this initiative. I'm
not sure of their rollout about this.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Okay. All right.
Thank you. So same also with village and
city police. Can you please make sure
that they all get receive this
information?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Yes,
absolutely. It would not help unless
everyone shares.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Correct. Yeah.
Yeah. So that's great. Thank you.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Thank you. I also
think that this is a great program. And
any program that we can bring in that can

help bring awareness and reduce potential
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conflict is always something that we
should look to increase. So thank you for
this.

My one question is you said that the
Nassau County police departments will
provide this free of cost whenever
requested. How are they getting the
funding for this? And I want to make sure
that it's not something that we're doing
now, and it's not built in longevity so
that they can continue to get that
funding.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: It's not
really an expensive program. It's a
matter of purchasing the envelopes and
the seat straps. So it's not a big ask as
far as budgetary constraints.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Do you know what
the cost is?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: I think
they're out for bid actually for the
materials. So I'm not sure yet.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Okay. If you can

share that because I would love to make
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sure that this continues --

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Absolutely.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: And it gets
factored in, although it may be a nominal
amount in comparison to some of the other
things that we've passed here today, it
is an extremely important amount. And I
think it's important that we know what
that number is, so that we can properly
make sure we have that space going
forward.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Sure, we'll
get that information.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Thank you.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Legislator
Davis.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: I know that there
are sometimes there are tools that police
officers can keep in their car, not
tools, but like, as an example, when
they're encountering somebody in this
situation where like they'll have a
headset or tools like that. Has there

been any consideration of adding that as
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a component of something like this?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Well, the
first part of this program is to make
sure that the police are aware of what
they're dealing with, and then the
Commissioner will put in place what's
necessary. And to speak from a father's
perspective, I know if a police officer
was to stop my car traveling and he bangs
on the rear window, my son will not
follow instructions. So by notifying that
police officer immediately with his
shoulder strap sash, police officer will
recognize that there is something that
has to happen here differently, and then
they will be given the tools to deal with
that. The police officers will be given
the tools, and the driver will be given
the tools of what's required of them to
give the information to the police
department. So like many people with a
neurodivergent disorder they can
practice, which is is key.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you. And
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one other comment. I believe this is also
going out to the fire departments just
for awareness. Should they come upon an
accident or some other type of motor
vehicle issue that has someone of this
nature in it.

Any other debate or discussion?

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Yes. I have one
more question. Thank you.

In that same vein with with the seat
belt strap, is it only for drivers or can
it be for passenger as well?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: No, it's
for the passenger. If the driver is
neurodivergent, the driver can place it
or they will be put on the passenger.
It's for the person that has the
neurodivergent disorder.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Thank you. I think
that's important.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: The most
important of this thing, from my
perspective, because my son won't drive,

but I know many individuals with
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neurodivergent disorder that do, and this
will obviously help them because when
they get stopped by a police officer,
it's a frightening experience. It's a
frightening experience to all of us. But
if you have a neurodivergent disorder, It
can become even more frightening. And
when we talked about this piece of
legislation, we wanted to make sure that
we're protecting the driver and a
passenger who was neurodivergent.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Thank you. That
was my question, is making sure that the
passenger also can benefit from this
awareness so that the individual law
enforcement officer who is approaching
the vehicle can see not just from a
driver's perspective, but from passengers
in the car as well. So thank you. Thank
you.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Great. Thank
you. Any other comment?

LEGISLATOR MULE: Yeah, I do have one

more question.
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So we talked about firefighters. We
talked about police officers. Does it
include EMTs? You know, all first
responders.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: All first
responders.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Thank you.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Legislator
Walker.

LEGISLATOR WALKER: I would think and
I would hope once this moves forward,
that we work with with our school
personnel and many other organizations to
know this is available to get that word
out for parents to be able to that have a
child possibly in this situation or
another family member to be able to get
that information out. And they can be
aware of all this and, and certainly get
those blue envelopes and the shoulder
straps if they are needed.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you.
Legislature. Obviously, the more

information we get out to those who
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interact with neurodivergent people, the
better. So this is a great program.
All those in favor of passing this
item, please signify by saying aye.
(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)
LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Any opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)
LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: The item passes

unanimously.

* Kk kK k)
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LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Clerk Item
178-26 is an ordinance supplemental to
the annual Appropriation Ordinance in
connection with the Police Department.

May I have a motion? Moved by
Legislator Pilip, seconded by Legislator
Davis.

This item is before us. Is there
anyone from the Administration to speak
about this item?

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Good
afternoon, Deputy Chief Janine Palazzolo,
Nassau County Police Department.

Item 178. This is for two
supplemental appropriations. The first is
for $100,000 and the second is for
68,000. Funds are received from the
Police Department from the District
Attorney's Office as a result of
successful forfeiture actions.
Expenditure. Expenditure of these funds
will enhance law enforcement efforts and
the investigation of these cases. This.

This supplemental appropriation will have
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no net impact on the budget.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you,
Chief.

Any debate or discussion? Legislator
Mule.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Yeah. In our
information it says 680,000. Is it that
or is it 68,000.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: 680, 000.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Thank you.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Any other
comments, discussion or debate.

(Whereupon, no response.)

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you,
Chief.

DEPUTY CHIEF PALAZZOLO: Thank you.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: All those in
favor of passing this item, please
signify by saying aye.

(Whereupon, no response.)

LEGISLATOR STRUASS: Any opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: The item passes

unanimously.
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LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Clerk Item
179-26 is an ordinance supplemental to
the annual Appropriation ordinance in
connection with the Correctional Center.

May I have a motion? Moved by
Legislator Walker, seconded by Legislator
Nunez.

The item is before us. Is there
anyone from the Administration to speak
on this item?

CAPTAIN BRIAN DOYLE: Good afternoon,
Captain Brian Doyle, Nassau County
Sheriff's Department.

The item before you, Item 179-26, is
a supplemental appropriation for the
Corrections Center. This item
appropriates $48,987 in asset forfeiture
funds received from the Federal Drug
Enforcement Agency deposited with the
County Treasurer. The amount and timing
for receipt of these funds is dependent
upon the amount of the seizure, as well

as the completion of pending
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investigations and subsequent
convictions. The funds will be used
towards law enforcement, equipment
purchases and training. There'll be no
impact to the budget. Any questions?
LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Any debate or
discussion?
(Whereupon, no response.)
LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you.
All those in favor of passing this
item, please signify by saying aye.
(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)
LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Any opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)
LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: This item
passes unanimously.
There is no other business in front
of this committee.
May I have a motion to adjourn?
Moved by Legislator Walker, seconded
by Legislator Giangregorio.
All those in favor?

(Whereupon, all members
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respond in favor.)
ACTING CHAIRMAN STRUASS: This
committee is now adjourned.

Turn it over to Public Works.

(Whereupon, meeting is

adjourned, 2:34 p.m.)
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CERTTIFICATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the above is a correct
transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

set my hand this 13th day of July, 2026.

Kosen |Lovenzo

Karen Lorenzo
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