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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Good
morning, everyone. We should get started.

Legislator Strauss, would you lead
us in the Pledge, please.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of

Allegiance is said.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. We
will start out with our monthly honor of
the Top Cops for this month and I'll
invite the DAI to come up.

DETECTIVE RAUSCH: So thank you
again for having us. I'm Detective Thomas
Rausch from the Nassau County Detective
Association. I'm a trustee. Thank you for
taking the time out of your day to
present two detective --

(Whereupon, technical
difficulties.)

DETECTIVE RAUSCH: On 04/02/26 Third
Squad Detective Kyle Fico became involved
in a Commercial Burglary Investigation in
the Westbury area. Detective Fico was

able to determine that the perpetrator

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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did enter a Smoke Shop and remove over
46k in currency from the location.
Subsequently, several days later and also
in the Westbury area, Detective Keane was
investigating a similar type of
Commercial Burglary of a Smoke Shop in
which an excess of 13k was stolen.
Detective Fico and Detective Keane,
realizing that both incidents were likely
connected, coordinated and conducted an
extensive video canvass of the area, and
were further able to determine that the
subject they were looking for was
involved in numerous burglaries as well
as stolen motor vehicles in the confines
of Nassau and Suffok Counties. Both
Detectives coordinated their
investigation with Detectives from the
First Squad, Glen Cove and Lynbrook
Police Depts., as well as the Suffolk
County PD Major Case Squad.

As Detective Fico and Detective
Keane worked tirelessly, even on their

regular days off, they were able to

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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ultimately ascertain a location in
Suffolk County where their target was
residing and through coordination with
the Nassau County District Attorney’s
Office and our partners in the Suffolk
County Police Department conducted a
Search Warrant that yielded numerous
items of evidentiary wvalue to their
investigation, as well as the arrest of
the perpetrator responsible for these
Burglaries and numerous other property
crimes.

Through their tireless efforts and
effective communication and partnership
with other law enforcement agencies, Det.
Fico and Det. Keane were able to solve
four Commercial Burglaries, as well as
four4 Grand Larceny of automobile cases
in the confines of Nassau County, as well
as assist in the Suffolk County PD in
solving two additional Commercial
Burglaries and one Grand Larceny of an
Automobile in their jurisdiction.

DETECTIVE DEAN: Good afternoon. My

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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name is Detective James Dean on behalf of
myself. And thank you to the Legislature
for taking the time to recognize us
today. We'd also like to thank
Commissioner Ryder, Command Staff, the
Police Department, including Chief
Farrell, Chief Stillman, Chief DeStefano,
and Chief Patrick, our commanding
officer, Detective Sergeant Harrison,
Detective Sergeant Crowley, and the
members of the board. We are truly
grateful for your for your support.

And if you'll indulge me for just a
moment. Kyle and I would also like to
take a moment to thank our family. My
wife is sitting behind us here, and while
I may be the one standing here accepting
this award, it's her and the families of
everyone in this room who make this work
possible. They are the ones who sacrifice
holidays, birthdays, late night dinners,
and the uncertainty that comes with this
profession. Their unwavering love and

support allow us to do what we do every

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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day, and this recognition belongs to them
just as much as it does to us. Thank you
all again. It's truly an honor to receive
this recognition.

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Good afternoon
gentlemen. Thank you. And
congratulations. It's hard enough to make
ends meet owning a business here without
having some low life break into it, wreck
the place and steal the money that
they're trying to feed their families and
pay their bills. And you Jjust heard our
detectives identified a burglary pattern
and through painstaking surveillance
video acquisition review, arrested an
individual allegedly responsible for an
incredible crime spree, not only here in
Nassau County but also in Suffolk County.
This criminal not only allegedly
committed multiple burglaries, he also
allegedly stole cars throughout both
counties and multiple jurisdictions. This
arrest was not made in a moment, but

months ago against police when we took an

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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incredible level of dedication,
interagency collaboration and commitment
to the job, this is the hallmark of our
detectives. They take their jobs
seriously and to a fault personally.

They probably aren't watching this,
and I doubt they even read. So I most
likely wasting my breathm but I'll say it
anyway. To the scum that preys on our
business owners, homeowners, and our
residents, stay out of Nassau County.
Commit your crimes elsewhere. If you
don't, our police officers are
detectives. You call us of what it takes
will hunt you down. I thank all the men
and women in the Nassau County Police
Department are not just what they what
you just heard a few minutes ago, but for
everything they do each and every day.

Thank you all for an incredible
effort and yet another job well done.
Thank you.

LEGISLATOR RUSSELL: Good afternoon,

gentlemen. So I want to thank both of

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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you for the tremendous job that you have
done. I represent the Westbury, Newcastle
Incorporated community, and I want to say
thank you from our community. Thank you
for the work that you have done. Thank
you. So I thank you for your family,
your supplier, and all of those who
support you and your colleagues. So I

want to thank you all very much.

* Kk Kk Kk *k

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

1] =—i



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay, we
now have a period of public comment that
lasts up to an hour. As always, we have a
three minute per person time limit and we
ask you to adhere to that. Don't ask for
an extension, please, because we don't go
over three minutes per person. Any item,
anything you want to talk about that
relates to the County.

We're going to start with Larry
Lamendola, who came here last time and
didn't get to speak. Go on, Sir.

MR. LAMENDOLA: Thank you. All right.
I got two topics today. First is the
opioid settlement money. For those that
don't know me, I lost my daughter on
September 19th, 2019 to fentanyl
overdose. So I'm with a group called the
New York State Opioid Settlement Watch.
We had a meeting, a Zoom meeting last
Thursday. When it came time for me to
speak, I spoke about best practices. We
can look no further than Suffolk County

for this best practice. 1In a couple of

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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days, on the 30th, Suffolk County
Executive put out a Facebook post asking
for constituents to actually come out.
And he wanted community input about the
opioid settlement money in his county.
And I think this is great. I got to meet
him last year. He is quite a fine
gentleman. Also, he has a mom who lost a
child due to fentanyl on the advisory
committee. So that's something, I think
that County Executive Blakeman should
take into consideration and this
legislative body should take into
consideration.

The other topic I have here today is
volunteerism in Nassau. We can look up
here and look at volunteers such as Olena
Nicks, she's a volunteer firefighter
since the age of 18.

James Kennedy, you're a fellow lion.
You're in the Massapequa Lions Club. You
celebrated ten years as a lion.
Congratulations. So did I. I'm sorry we

didn't see you at the Legacy Ceremony.
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Kayla Knight is in the Italian
American Lions club. What I want to get
at, basically, is these clubs, the Lions,
the Kiwanians, the Rotarians, they're
literally dying on the vine. We need your
help as legislators as you have the
pulpit here. If you can enact laws. It's
not like just getting out of high school
and saying, hey, I get a check mark for
going to through high school and I do a
little volunteerism. It should be from
from K through 12. It should be ingrained
in our citizenry.

There was a woman who is from some
volunteer organization on Long Island
stating that volunteerism, it's not Jjust
nice, it's necessary. It impacts the
arts, emergency services, education. We
need it to continue. I have so many
people that leave the lions and they go
elsewhere and they leave Nassau County.
So let's grow volunteerism here in Nassau
County. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Thank

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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you. Thomas Dowd.

MR. DOWD: Thank you. I'd just like
to report that when I voted, I left this
behind, and it was found in the trash at
the school. And I looked at the girl and
I said, what are you doing? That's my
mail. And she said, it's procedure. So I
wrote to the Board of Elections and I got
back, it was a piss poor response. But I
went online, I filed a complaint with the
postal police and the first thing they
tell you is called local police. Now,
being a retired cop, I said the girl said
procedure. And I was like, all right. T
felt, you know, where to take it. But I
just wanted to get it on the record that
it is a federal crime. And the it's U.S.
Code 1702 and 18, US code 1708.

The other thing I found out, it's
abandoned mail. It's what they use in
some type of abandoned mail that I left
it behind. Well, that's supposed to go to
Atlanta. Somebody leaves behind the mail.

You're supposed to make every attempt to

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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get it back to the recipient, me. If you
don't, it's supposed to go to Atlanta, to
the mail recovery center. And I thank

you. Have a good day, everyone. I'm done.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.
Claire Li.

MS. LI: Hello. Good afternoon. So my
name is Claire, and I'm a high school
student with a passion for environmental
science. And over the past years, I've
spent countless hours researching PFAs or
infamously known the forever chemicals
because they represent one of the most
persistent environmental challenges
facing communities like ours.

So today, I'm not here to tell you
that I found an amazing solution or
discovery. Instead, I want to ask a
question. Why did it take a high school
student with limited resources and
limited laboratory access to identify a
promising direction that appears
significant of further investigation?

So during my high school research, I

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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began studying PFAS degradation with
chitosan glutamate, a biodegradable
compound that has strong potential as a
low cost, environmentally friendly
reagent. Whether this approach ultimately
succeeds 1s something only continued
research can determine.

But that is not the most important
part. The real question is why ideas like
this aren't being explored more
aggressively here. I don't believe it's
because scientists lack creativity or
because businesses don't care. In fact,
the US EPA has put in millions of dollars
for New York alone just two months ago to
address PFAS issues. Instead, I believe
it's because the problem itself is still
not clearly defined in local communities.
Likewise, ours in Nassau County. PFAS
contamination often remains hidden, and
because our current testing
infrastructure is not focused enough to
fully detect -- measure the problem --

and it cannot see how widespread it is

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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over time. And when we cannot clearly
measure the problem, it becomes harder
for researchers to prioritize it, make it
harder for businesses to invest in new
technologies, and easier for the public
to assume someone else is already solving
it.

So my research didn't convince me
that I had the answers. It convinced me
that we are asking too few questions.
However, we as a community and
legislative government have the
opportunity to change that. By what I'm
proposing and investing in suggesting in
stronger PFAS monitoring, expanding
public access to data, supporting
partnerships with nearby universities and
nonprofits, and encouraging projects for
remediation technologies and increasing
public awareness we can help create an
environment where better solutions are
discovered faster.

So the question we should all be

asking is not what are my research

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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researchers to answer? It's this, what
other solutions are we missing? Because
we have not invested enough in
understanding the problem. Therefore, I
hope Nassau County continues to lead this
effort. Thank you for your time.

DEPUTY PRESIDING OFFICER MCKEVITT:
John Bartolotti.

MR. BARTOLOTTI: Hello, John
Bartolotti. I'm a resident, Glen head. I
I've been noticing some development going
on in the properties down along Shore
Road in Glenwood Landing. Okay. And I've
done an enormous amount of research.
There is also some construction with some
cabling. I believe the Utility hasn't
been paying the proper taxes on a
property. I have an enormous amount of
information and I'm glad that I can give
it to somebody that they can copy it down
to. To me, it looks like there's some tax
fraud going on down there. And I know I
was only going to have three minutes,

that's why I didn't even bring the stuff

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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up. I'd like to present it to my
representative and get some backing to
the AG. I've already wrote to the AG on
this. I was an employee of the company
who was defrauding the taxes. So I
believe I get some whistleblower rights
on that money that's going to be
recovered. Okay. So if you could direct
me.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: This isn't
a back and forth. You can call your
legislator if you need some help.

MR. BARTOLOTTI: My legislator's
right there. And I was told to come here.
I called the office. I made numerous
calls too.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: This is a
comment period when we listen to what you
have to say, it's not a back and forth
discussion.

Next is Lisa Ortiz.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: All
right, just Howard, if it's okay.

Maybe you could just present what

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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you're here to talk about. Just to inform
everyone.

MR. BARTOLOTTI: I'm sorry, ma'am. I
worked in a powerhouse for 35 years, and
I've got a lot of hearing loss.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay --

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: If
you want to present the ideas that you
have, go ahead and present them.

MR. BARTOLOTTI: I can present them
with documents, with Nassau County
documents. Okay. Where the somebody is
not paying the taxes. And I'd like to
give them to you, and I'd like to have it
enforced.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Who is your
legislator? Please call your legislator's
office, sir.

MR. BARTOLOTTI: I have done that.
Okay. And I was --

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: I'm sorry.
I'm sorry. We're not going to go into a
back and forth here. We are not going to

go into a back and forth. That's not the

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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format that this is for. So please call
your legislator's office. And I'm sure
she's very diligent. She'll help you take
care of it.

MR. BARTOLOTTI: Okay. Ma'am, are you
going to answer the phone?

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Next is
Lisa Ortiz.

MR. BARTOLOTTI: Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Go on,
Ma'am.

MS. ORTIZ: Good afternoon. My name
is Lisa Ortiz. I am a resident of the
Lakeview community. I came here today for
two things. First, I wanted to speak on
behalf of the Lakeview Public Library. We
were recently informed that we are going
to be receiving funding for the library
which has been requested and it is
extremely necessary. Many residents have
come into the library requesting for the
library to create and provide a quiet
study area for those who would like to

study within the library. And we were

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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notified by our legislator that we are
going to be receiving the funding. So I
wanted to thank you, Legislator Solages,
and all of the legislators for ensuring
that our library receives the funding
that we desperately need. Our library is
important to the community. We recently
received a historical landmark
designation by the Town of Hempstead for
the many contributions that the civic
contributions to the community. And so
again, I wanted to thank you for that.
Additionally, my second thing is
that I wanted to find out if there is any
updates on the traffic scape project on
Woodfield Road within the Lakeview
community. The funding was earmarked back
when now state senator, but back then,
Legislator Siela Bynoe was a legislator.
She secured a little under $8 million.
And we have been waiting for the project
to actually begin. We would love to know
when this project will start and when

we'll be able to see some action. I know

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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we've been working with Legislator
Solages and prior to him, Legislator
Gaylor to maintain or to find out what's
currently happening. Just wanted to find
out if there's any updates at this time.
And thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank vyou,
Richard Clolery.

MR. CLOLERY: To the members of the

legislature, I think the time has come to

discuss how we as a county, 1is going to
have to deal with some really nasty

problems. The cost of living is rising

too fast. As a cashier, I am always asked

why food prices are more expensive now
than they have ever been. Because of
events around the world, gas prices also

have gone up. Everything has gone up. We

need to do something about cutting costs.

I know I've said this lots of times, but
I'm convinced more than ever of the

importance of public transportation as

part of a solution to help people. I know

there are those who don't and I respect

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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that. However, unless we come together,
Nassau County is going to be empty
because ordinary people have no reason to
stay in this county because of high
expenses. And the rich will have to
follow them because there's no one to
take care of them. Have a good day.
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. That

concludes public comment.

* Kk Kk Kk *k
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Before we
convene the full legislative meeting we
will have a brief meeting of the Rules
Committee to consider a number of

contracts.

(Whereupon, recess,

1:43-2:07 p.m.)

* Kk kK K%k
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: We'll now
convene the Full Legislature. And, Mr.
Pulitzer, would you please call the roll.

CLERK PULITZER: Presiding Officer
Howard Kopel?

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Deputy Presiding
Officer Thomas McKevitt?

DEPUTY PRESIDING OFFICER MCKEVITT:
Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Alternate Deputy
Presiding Officer Michael Giangregorio.

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Minority Leader
Legislator Delia Deriggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Deputy Minority
Leader Legislator Arnold Drucker, absent.

Alternate Deputy Minority Legislator
Debbie Mule.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Scott

Davis?

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Viviana
Russell?

LEGISLATOR RUSSELL: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Carrie A.
Solages?

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Patrick
Mullaney?

LEGISLATOR MULLANEY: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Olena
Nicks?

LEGISLATOR NICKS: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator John
Giuffre?

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Scott
Strauss?

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Mazi
Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Cynthia

Nunez?

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Knight?

LEGISLATOR KNIGHT: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Marie Walker?

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Goetz?

LEGISLATOR GOETZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator
Kennedy?

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY: Here.

Kayla

Rose

Samantha

James

CLERK PULITZER: We have a quorum,

sir.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Thank

you.

We'll start out with a Consent

Calendar consisting of items that have

gone through previous committees and

concerning which the Minority and

Majority have agreed that no further

debate or discussion is required. I'll

call these now.
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Ordinance 41.

Ordinance 42.

Ordinance 43.
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Resolution

Resolution

Resolution

Resolution
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11,
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17,
18,
19,
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Resolution
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Resolution

Resolution

Resolution

Resolution

Resolution

Resolution
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Resolution

resolution

Resolution

Resolution
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25, Resolution 121.

26, resolution 122.

27, resolution 123.

28, resolution 124.

30, resolution 126.

31, Resolution 127.

Motion on all these items by Deputy
Presiding Officer McKevitt, seconded by
Minority Leader DeRiggie-Whitton.

All those in favor of these items
say aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any
opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay.

Those pass 18 to 0.

* Kk kK k%)
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Next
is a Calendar 29, which is a resolution
to establish a Blue Envelope Program in
Nassau County.

Motion by Legislator Giangregorio.
Seconded by Legislator Mullaney.

Would you like to speak on this?

LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Sure.
Thank you, Presiding officer.

As discussed previously, this
legislation will introduce a Blue
Envelope Program which will help not only
the police, but those in our community
that are neurodiverse. It will protect
our police. It will protect our drivers.
It will protect our passengers. As the
father of a son who's neurodiverse, it's
one of my biggest concerns; in the event
of a stop by a police officer, whether
it's a traffic infringement, a running a
light, or for whatever reason, or in the
event of a vehicular accident, my son
will not respond. He will be afraid. His

blue sash on his seatbelt will provide
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information to the officers and the
rescue workers that my son will
understand differently, so he can be
worked with differently, protecting him
and also protecting the officers. It will
de-escalate a situation by not letting it
escalate in the first place. I thank my
colleagues for understanding this. This
is something that I am very proud of, and
this will take our county in a very
positive direction.

Legislator Mullaney.

LEGISLATOR MULLANEY: Thank you,
Legislator Giangregorio. I can't agree
more. This is a pretty common sense idea.
As a career first responder, and I'm sure
other first responders can agree with me
on this, these situations again, as
somebody who's coming at it from the
other end -- I don't have anybody
neurodivergent in my family -- but as a
first responder, when you respond to
these situations, they can unfold

quickly. And very often you have to make
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split second decisions. One small piece
of information can change the dynamic of
any situation very quickly, and that
awareness would change how we
communicate, de-escalate a situation, and
ultimately ultimately lead to a safer
outcome for everyone involved, whether
it's the passenger, neurodivergent
person, or even the first responder.
Really, it's just another tool in the
toolbox for first responders. I believe
that this community is going to continue
to grow. This is going to make those
interactions that much more common. And
again, Jjust much more common sense.
LEGISLATOR MULE: Thank you. Thank
you, Presiding Officer. Today is a good
day for Nassau County. I want to begin by
congratulating my colleagues who
sponsored this legislation, and by
thanking everyone on both sides of the
aisle who helped bring it before us. The
Blue Envelope program is a thoughtful,

compassionate proposal that will help
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first responders better communicate with
neurodiverse residents and make
interactions between law enforcement and
our communities safer for everyone
involved. And that is how government is
supposed to work. A problem was
identified. We worked together, found a
practical solution that puts the
interests of our residents ahead of
politics. And that's something worth
celebrating. Because the truth is, no
political party has a monopoly on good
ideas. Not Democrats, not Republicans.
Good ideas belong to the people we serve,
and our responsibility is to recognize
them, improve them when necessary, and
give them a fair opportunity to succeed.
If we approached every piece of
legislation with that mindset, there's no
telling how much more we could accomplish
together for Nassau County.

Which brings me to one thought I'd
like to ask everyone to consider. Since

I've been elected to this legislature,
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I'm in my fifth term, I've learned that
not every bill becomes law, and that's
okay. Debate is healthy. Disagreement is
part of representative government. But
there's a big difference between voting
against a bill after debating it and
never allowing it to enter the
legislative process in the first place.
Since I've been here, members of the
Democratic minority have introduced
common sense public safety legislation
with bipartisan support that has never
received a hearing or been assigned to a
committee. Take our legislation to place
EpiPens in Nassau County police vehicles.
Police officers are often the first to
arrive at medical emergencies when
someone is suffering a severe allergic
reaction. Every minute matters. Having an
EpiPen available before EMS arrives could
literally mean the difference between
life and death. This isn't a Partizan
idea because similar programs have been

adopted around the country, including
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Suffolk County. After this legislation
later declined to move our proposal
forward, we shared the idea with
Congresswoman Laura Gillan. She
introduced legislation based on the same
concept in Congress, where it has been
referred to the House Judiciary
Committee. Maybe it becomes law, maybe it
doesn't, but at least it's part of the
legislative process. At least it has the
opportunity to be considered. And think
about that for a moment. A common sense
public safety proposal with bipartisan
support is at least receiving committee
consideration in what many would describe
as the most politically polarized
legislative body in America's history.
Yet, here in Nassau County, where the
idea originated beforehand, it wasn't
even given a hearing. How is that
possible?

Then there's legislation requiring
automated external defibrillator

defibrillators, AEDs in every Nassau
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County park and court facility. Again,
every minute counts during sudden cardiac
arrest. Immediate access to an AED
dramatically increases a person's chance
of of survival. That's why they're
standard equipment in schools, airports
and so many public places. This proposal
simply says county facilities should meet
that same standard. Yet, it never
received a hearing.

Then there's legislation to include
fentanyl test strips in overdose
prevention kits, regardless of where you
stand politically. I think we can all
agree on one thing. If we can save
someone's life today, they have a chance
to recover tomorrow. Communities across
America red, blue, and purple have
embraced practical, practical tools like
fentanyl test strips as part of their
response to the opioid epidemic. Even
members of the Republican Majority have
publicly expressed support for

strengthening overdose prevention efforts
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in the past with more fentanyl test
strips. Yet, this Legislation never
received a hearing either.

These aren't Partizan proposals.
They're public safety proposals. They're
proposals designed to save lives. And I
believe they deserve exactly what today's
legislation received a committee
assignment. A public hearing, an honest
debate, and then an up or down vote.
Maybe they pass, maybe they fail. That's
democracy. But no legislator and no
constituent should have their ideas
denied even the opportunity to be heard
simply because of the party affiliation
on the cover sheet.

Today's legislation reminds us
what's possible when we work together. My
hope is that today's vote isn't the
exception. My hope is that it becomes the
rule that every good idea, regardless of
whether it's introduced by a Republican
or a Democrat is judged on its own

merits. And there are quite a few new
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people here over the last couple of
years. And so I just want to remind
everyone we are a co-equal member,
judicial legislative branch. We are equal
in terms of legislation with the county
executive. We have our own voice. We
should use it because at the end of the
day, our constituents don't ask whether
an idea came from the majority or the
minority. They ask whether it made their
family safer. They ask whether it made
their community better. And if we keep
that as a guiding principle, I have no
doubt that there are great things this
legislature can accomplish together.

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All right,
Commissioner Ryder.

COMMISSIONER RYDER: Yes, sir.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: You want
to speak on this item.

COMMISSIONER RYDER: As many tools as
you heard from our legislators, many

tools that you give us are going to make
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us better, to give us this opportunity
than we approach a car that some child is
suffering from some cognitive issue, and
that we can early identify that problem.
It always makes for a better situation.
It's part of that whole de-escalation
tools that we live with. We don't want to
raise things up. We want to make sure
that we keep everybody calm and keep it
down. So I think it's a little bit of
work for the Police Department, but we're
willing to take that work on and we'll
make sure it gets it done.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Excellent.
Thank you.

All those in favor of this item,
please say aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed.
Okay. That's 18 to O.

Thank you.

* Kk Kk Kk kK
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Now
we've got some emergency items related to
the capital plan as and other related
items we will consider today all by
emergency resolution.

We'll start with the emergency
resolution includes all filed items
including Capital Budget, Emergency
Capital Budget Ordinance and Capital Bond
ordinance, as well as a number of CRP's.

So we have a motion to establish the
emergency by Deputy Presiding Officer
McKevitt, seconded by Minority Leader
DeRiggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of establishing
the emergency say aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: That is
established. The emergency is established
by a vote of 18 to 0.

Now, Clerk Item 216 declaring a
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capital budget emergency pursuant to 310D
of the County Government law of Nassau
County.

Again, motion by Deputy Presiding
Officer McDevitt, seconded by Minority
Leader DeRiggi-Whitton.

All in favor, say aye.

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Again,

that is 18 to 0.

* Kk k kKKK
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Now I'm
going to call the remaining emergency
items together with the agreement of
Minority.

Clerk Item 217, which is an
ordinance to amend Ordinance 69, which is
amended by Ordinance 69 of 2025, amended
by Ordinance 22 of '26. Adopting the
capital budget for Nassau County for the
first year of the four year plan to
commence on January 1st.

Clerk item 218, which is a bond
ordinance providing for a capital
expenditure to finance the capital
projects identified herein within the
County of Nassau and authorizing
$593,035,778 of bonds of the County of
Nassau to finance these expenditures
pursuant to the local finance law of New
York and a county government. Law of
Nassau County.

Next items are Clerk items are 198,
199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206,

207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214,
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215, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 224, 225,
226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 233,
234, 235, 236.

Motion on all of these items by
Deputy Presiding Officer McKevitt,
Seconded by Minority Leader
DeRiggi-Whitton.

Legislator Davis.

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Thank you, Howard.

As anyone who's been paying
attention over the past two years knows
I've taken the time to indicate to the
public the disparity in the distribution
of economic resources for our community,
particularly through the distribution of

CRP. And when I saw the calendar today

and the agenda, I almost thought it was a

typo. Because apparently the minority is
now getting 33 CRP passed through, which
is unprecedented. At this rate, we may
actually catch up to our colleagues on

the other side. And to that end, I say

it's a good start. It's a good start to a

two and a half year backlog, and it's
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something that's long overdue in terms of
an investment in our schools, our first
responders, our parks, our libraries, our
community centers, our sanitation
districts, and the 40% of Nassau County
that has not been getting those
resources. These investments in the
community have a lasting impact on the
quality of life in a community. And that
is precisely what CRPs are for. There's a
word -- there's two words for that. Those
words are good government. So I'm
certainly encouraged by this development.
And this has never been directed at my
colleagues who are here. We've always
been told that we would get the support
if it makes it this far, and I do
appreciate that. I can only hope that as
we move forward, this isn't a one shot in
a political election year, but that this
is a commitment toward working better
with all of the residents of Nassau
County, because we all pay taxes and we

all deserve the same quality of

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

46 =



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE

commitment from the administration. Thank
you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Legislator.
MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:
Thank you, Presiding Officer. And this is
both on the capital plan and I just want

to make sure you guys knew that I agree
with my colleague, Legislator Davis, that
we appreciate the fact that that these
have finally come to fruition. I believe
we have 28 out of the 30 that we had
hoped to achieve. One is the Valley
Stream CRP is still not complete. I have
been told, and if it's okay with the
Presiding Officer, could I ask Chris
Leimone. He knows about this, but just to
put it on the record that they will be
trying to address this CRP as soon as
possible. We have another CRP with the
Village of Sands Point. It's for first
responders. I cannot understand. I don't
know what the holdup is for that one.
However, I am holding that money. I'm not

reallocating it.
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So Mr. Leimone, thank you for your
statement.

MR. LEIMONE: Oh, you're welcome.

So just to clarify, I got a call as
you were addressing some of these matters
just to but just to clarify, there were
32 filed. With respect to the Minority
Caucus, you had mentioned a couple of
specific ones. Can you just repeat those,
please?

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:
Okay. So there are well, one is the
Freeport schools, which we are going to
be readdressing.

MR. LEIMONE: Yes, that's correct.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:
That was a discussion we had.

MR. LEIMONE: Yes.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: The
second one is the Valley Stream CRP.

MR. LEIMONE: Yes. That's correct.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:
You're aware of that, we talked about

that the other day. That seems to be
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going in the right direction. And we
really want to try to see that as soon as
possible come to fruition.

MR. LEIMONE: Yeah. I think the goal
for that one would be September at the
next meeting.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:
Sands Point. God knows what's happening.
So maybe you do, I don't know, but I have
money available for their first
responders. They cover a big area. They
have a need for something that I would,
as a legislator would like to provide for
the first responders. I don't know how
we're holding up first responder money.
This is a I'm surprised. I really thought
this one was no problem. So maybe
hopefully we can get that on before any
other -- all three of the all four of
them on. Before there's any further
discussion of other bonding or any type
of transfers going forward, we really
need to have those addressed. Since we're

calling the capital plan as well. I would
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also like to know that we need all these
projects to move forward, not just pass,
as, you know, as part of the capital
plan. Legislator Arnie Drucker, who could
not be here today, did send a letter
which we put on to the record, just
stating how many years we've been waiting
for many of his projects as well. We need
them to move forward, not just in the
capital plan, but also in the brick and
mortar end of it.

I would really like to request like
quarterly meetings with DPW as a caucus.
We really have tried to set up a few
meetings, but we also would love to have
another legislative liaison for the DPW
like we used to have. It was very
convenient for us to know who to contact,
to see where the status of different
projects were. It's good to know who to
follow up with. There's times that things
are moving forward that we don't even
know about.

And finally, another issue that
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we've had a lot of issues with are with
the Comptroller and just making sure that
the claims, once they are received, that
they're processed. I know a number of our
first responders CRPs that were past due
to last capital plan have yet to receive
their funding and I hear it's stuck in
the Comptroller's Office. And if it's
not, she should let us know where they
are. But going forward with these, I
really hope we don't run into that same
issue with these municipalities receiving
their money.

So although I want to thank
Presiding Officer Howard Kopel for his
promise to call these when they were sent
down, which he has, I want all the other
legislators to know, we've always
supported your, your CRPs with the faith
that we could possibly get some of ours
done. So we appreciate your support with
our CRPs.

And presiding Officer, if it's okay,

I know Legislator Nunez Jjust had a couple
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of words.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Of course.
Go on.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Thank you. Thank
you, Presiding Officer. Mr. Leimone,
thank you very much for your assistance
in this process and facilitating what
some of us weren't able to get over the
finish line. And I want to specifically
thank you for putting people over
politics to help get us these resources.
It's my understanding that specifically
for the Village of Valley Stream Fire
Prevention trailer CRP that is
tentatively scheduled to be on their
village calendar for August 3rd, the next
hearing; is that correct?

MR. LEIMONE: That's my
understanding. That's what your staff had
indicated to me. Yes.

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Thank you, I
appreciate that. And I'm looking forward
to seeing this on the September calendar.

Thank you, Presiding Officer, for
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calendaring these items. Thank you.

MR. LEIMONE: Just, if I could, just
one quick clarification with respect to
the claim vouchers being submitted to the
Comptroller's Office, it's my
understanding that once claim voucher
documentation is submitted and everything
is there, the Comptroller is very prompt
in terms of payment. So you know, I Jjust
wanted to put that on the record. Thank
you.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Can
I just say Chris, we have a whole bunch
of first responders here that have never
received their money. And it's so
embarrassing every time we go to these
events and we can send you another list,
but we've been asking for it for, God,
almost a year.

MR. LEIMONE: Please send me that
list. Because again, once a claim voucher
submitted, provided it has all the
documentation, it gets paid. So I just

wanted to put that on the record.
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MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:
That used to be the case with these and
with a few others. It's been years and
honestly years. I had one where we were
trying to get a school paid and
everything's done. We're waiting for the
claim to be paid. And it's unbelievable
because it's very embarrassing to show up
to these events, especially after they
were presented big checks by the County
Executive and the Comptroller. And they
still haven't received their money almost
a year later. It's just a bad look for
all of us. So I'll get you the list
again. It's something that I think could
be resolved quickly, and I hope that at
least we have everyone's promise that
with these crops, that every effort will
be made. And if they're not, we'll bring
them to your attention again.

MR. LEIMONE: Thank you. Again, once
all documentation is submitted, it'll be
processed. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Over
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the objections of minority, I'm going to
call this one our one big, beautiful bill
(laughter) .
All those in favor of all these
items, please say aye.
(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All right,
18 to 0.

Thank you.

Now, we do have one more item that
we're waiting for.

Chris, where are we on this?

MR. LEIMONE: Yes. Chris Leimone from
the Administration.

Sorry. There's just one item with
respect to a treasure tax warrant that we
need to submit an emergency for. If you I
apologize about five minutes. If you
wouldn't mind, I apologize.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All right,

everyone, sit tight. Well, all right,
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we're recessed for five. We'll recess
until we get the items.
(Whereupon, a brief recess

is taken.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Let's
reconvene.

We need to do a another emergency
resolution declaring an emergency for
immediate action upon resolution
providing for the issuance of a warrant
directing the Treasurer of Nassau County
to pay the supervisors of various towns
and villages and cities within Nassau,
the sums apportioned by the Nassau
Legislature, based on a report filed by
the County Treasurer, County Clerk with
respect to mortgage taxes for the quarter
beginning April 1st through June 30th.

All those in favor of establishing
this emergency, please say aye.

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: The
emergency 1is established by 18 to 0.

And now the item itself, which 1is
197 of 26, which goes ahead and directs
the payment of these these amounts.

Motion by Deputy Presiding Officer
McKevitt, seconded by Minority Leader
DeRiggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of the item,
please say aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: That item
passes unanimously.

And this does conclude our business
for the afternoon. Motion by Deputy
Presiding Officer McKevitt to adjourn.
Seconded by Minority Leader DeRiggi-
Whitton.

All those in favor of adjourning,
say aye.

(Whereupon, all members

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

57 ==



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE

respond in favor.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: We are
adjourned.

Thank you, everyone.

(Whereupon, above matter concludes.)
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CERTTIFICATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, KAREN LORENZO, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the above is a correct
transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

set my hand this 27th day of July 2026.

Kosen |Lovenzo

Karen Lorenzo
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