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Preface

In mid to late 2018, Nassau County Department of Public Works contracted with 

a third-party consulting firm for an update to the original 2009 version of their 

Stormwater Management Program. As a permit mandated activity, this review/

update effort was conducted to review the document, and ensure that noted 

materials, references, exhibits, etc. were current and appropriate. This is further 

discussed in Section 1 “Introduction”. 

The efforts undertaken by Nassau County were not to rewrite the overall plan. 

To the greatest extent practical, the original report was utilized and refined. As 

such, users of this current plan will note similarities to the previous plan and 

its associated procedures, protocols, goals, etc. There is a beneficial aspect to 

this approach in that it does not create a new program, or a drastic modification 

that requires significant new education and changes to policies, protocols and 

procedures. It is the intent of the County that this plan will become more of a 

“living document”, with incremental edits, additions, and modifications made 

as appropriate. At a minimum, as the County reports out to New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) each year with their 

Annual Report, there is an opportunity to do a cursory check of this program. 
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N a s s a u  C o u n t y  S t o r m w at e r  M a n a g e m e n t  P r o g r a m

1. INTRODUCTION

The County of Nassau (the County) has developed and implemented a 

stormwater management program (NCSWMP) as required initially for coverage 

under the New York State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) 

general permit GP-02-02 and now under the permit GP-0-15-003.  The NCSWMP 

includes a listing of Best Management Practices (BMP’s) that have been 

implemented by the County and a coalition of local municipalities to achieve 

the regulatory standard of reducing pollutants in the County’s stormwater 

to the maximum extent practicable.  Existing County and local municipal 

governments’ stormwater programs and activities designed to protect the 

County’s water quality were supplemented with new Best Management 

Practices (BMP’s).  Initial measurable goals and an implementation schedule 

were developed for each of the BMP’s in the NCSWMP. The BMP’s, measurable 

goals, implementation schedule and initial NCSWMP were originally developed 

by the County’s Department of Public Works with input from Task Groups 

during a series of meetings held in late 2002 and early 2003.  The Task Groups 

consisted of a combination of municipal officials, watershed protection 

committee members and consulting engineers. The BMP’s, measurable goals and 

implementation schedule were selected based on their ability to meet specific 

permit requirements and to reduce pollutants in the County’s stormwater 

runoff to the maximum extent practicable.  They were also selected based upon 

a general assessment of BMP effectiveness, applicability to Nassau County, and 

cost associated with the implementation of the BMP’s.
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As noted in the Preface, the effort to update the report in 2019 was the result 

of an United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) audit of the 

NCSWMP in December 2016, with a subsequent Compliance Audit Report 

issued in March 2017, Nassau County authorized the review and update of the 

NCSWMP. This effort was kicked off in a meeting with the County in October of 

2018. It was agreed that the approach to the update would be addressed in three 

focused efforts. The first part of the effort was to conduct an “administrative” 

review of the document, looking to ensure that all referenced documents, 

links, permits, etc. in the NCSWMP were correct and current. The second effort 

focused on addressing the items noted in the aforementioned Compliance 

Audit Report, where various gaps and deficiencies were observed by USEPA, and 

appropriate tasks were developed to ensure that these issues were identified 

and corrected. Finally, an effort was made to review and understand the 

potential changes to the NCSWMP that would originate from the DRAFT MS4 

Permit that was being developed and vetted with the municipalities in Nassau 

County. The intent was to add additional content to the NCSWMP which would 

proactively address the requirements of the DRAFT permit language. During 

the course of this review, the DRAFT permit, due to technical complications 

and several concerns raised during “listening sessions”, was rescinded for 

further development and refinement. The County opted to halt further effort on 

this portion of the NCSWMP update, deferring it to a future updated once the 

permit language was finalized and its impacts could be better understood and 

articulated by the NCSWMP.

The County NCSWMP will remain a “living” document that will be reviewed 

at a high level annually to ensure that it is accurate and that it fully captures 

the commitment and efforts of the County regarding stormwater quality 

obligations. A subsequent and more thorough review will occur once every five 

years, to conduct a similar effort to the one started in 2018, to ensure that all 

administrative related facets of the program remain current and provide edits / 

additions where appropriate.
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2. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 

Nassau County (the County) has developed a Stormwater Management Program 

(NCSWMP) in accordance with the New York State Discharge Elimination System 

(SPDES) requirements for obtaining authorization for stormwater discharges 

and certain non-stormwater discharges.  This NCSWMP has been developed 

in accordance with guidelines published by the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) for coverage under SPDES General Permit 

No. GP-0-15-003.  The NCSWMP has been developed to facilitate the County’s 

efforts in reducing stormwater pollutants from the County’s Municipal Separate 

Storm Sewer System (MS4) to the Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP), as required 

by the SPDES General Permit.

The NCSWMP describes specific actions, programs, laws and procedures 

implemented over the next permit cycle to reduce pollutants and protect the 

County’s surface waters.  Various BMP’s have been developed for each of the six 

Minimum Control Measures (MCM’s) required by the General Permit.  

3. BEST MANAGEMENT  
PRACTICE SELECTION 

The Nassau County Department of Public Works hosted an informational 

workshop in November 2002 on the Phase II regulations.  Representatives of 

67 Cities, Towns and Villages were invited to participate in the workshop in an 

effort to develop a coordinated approach to a SWMP (See Figure 1 for Nassau 

County boundary).  Facilitated by the Nassau County Department of Public 

Works, two Task Group meetings were then held at the end of 2002 and the 

beginning of 2003 to develop BMP’s for each of the six MCM’s. There were over 

50 municipalities that participated in these meetings in order to develop a 

SWMP that each individual municipality could enact, whereby information is 

shared, and activities are coordinated to avoid the duplication of services.  The 

Task Group meetings culminated in the development of the initial NCSWMP, 

submitted to the NYSDEC in March 2003. 
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The County of Nassau and the local municipalities have historically 

implemented various stormwater related BMP’s intended to specifically 

protect the County’s stormwater quality.  Details of the County’s and local 

municipalities stormwater related programs were collected, summarized and 

categorized into each of the six MCM’s required by the General Permit. While 

some of the existing programs met specific permit requirements, many others 

had to be developed over the years.

As part of the update process and effort, consultant personnel working on the 

program updates spent a work day with the Stormwater Management Officer 

to do a field review of various BMP facilities, waterways, county facilities, etc. in 

order to develop a better understanding of program successes, works in progress 

and areas requiring future attention and efforts.

3.1 MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURES 

In accordance with SPDES General Permit requirements, the NCSWMP includes 

an implementation plan for BMP’s in each of the following six Minimum Control 

Measures (MCMs):

1. Public Education and Outreach 

2. Public Participation and Involvement

3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

4. Construction Site Runoff Control

5. Post Construction Runoff Control and,

6. Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping

As a Traditional Non-Land Use Control MS4, Nassau County must meet the 

requirements for the six MCM’s under Part VIII of GP-0-15-003.  Details of each 

MCM follow in later sections of this document.

3.2 PRIORITY AREAS OF CONCERN 

At this time the County does not have knowledge of any geographic area, 

audiences, or otherwise under its jurisdiction that should be considered a 

priority area of concern for the Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

(IDDE) program. As part of it’s on-going IDDE program evaluation, the County 
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will continue to monitor and assess areas based on the likelihood of illicit 

connections (e.g., areas with older sanitary lines; areas with large number of 

auto dealerships, dry cleaners, concrete companies, and restaurants). If such 

areas contain substantiated illicit discharges, the County will, at its discretion, 

deploy such methods that can locate and refine problem areas including: public 

complaints; visual screening; water sampling from manholes and outfalls 

during dry weather; and televising a line (through the use of CCTV technology).

In conjunction with the protocol noted above, these efforts will be executed 

concurrent with the Outfall Reconnaissance Inventory (ORI) program which has 

and will continue to prioritize investigative and remediation efforts for non-

mapped illicit discharges (e.g. PVC lines from pools, etc.) that could adversely 

impact water quality in drainage channels, waterways, creeks, etc.

3.3 NON-STORMWATER DISCHARGES 

The County will consider the following non-stormwater discharges exempt from 

the need for SPDES permit coverage unless NYSDEC has notified the MS4 that 

they are substantial contributors of pollutants and considered illicit. In the event 

of NYSDEC notification, the County will eliminate the discharges by following 

the illicit discharge MCM program: 

a. Water line flushing  

b. Landscape irrigation 

c. Diverted stream flows  

d. Rising ground waters 

e. Uncontaminated ground water 

infiltration (as defined at 40 CFR 

35.2005(20))  

f. Discharges from potable water 

sources

g. Air conditioning 

condensate  

h. Springs 

i. Water from crawl space and 

basement sump pumps  

j. Footing drains

k. Water from individual 

residential car washing  

l. Flows from riparian habitats 

and wetlands 

m. Dechlorinated swimming pool 

discharges 

n. Residual street wash water 

o. Discharges or flows from 

firefighting activities  

p. Dechlorinated water reservoir 

discharges
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4. NASSAU COUNTY MUNICIPALITY 
BACKGROUND  

4.1 PERMIT COVERAGE AREA 

Nassau County occupies an area of 453 square miles (289,920 acres) (285 square 

miles which is land and 169 square miles is water) that is located between 

New York City on the west, Suffolk County on the east, the Atlantic Ocean on 

the south and the Long Island Sound on the north.   The population of Nassau 

County based upon the 2017 census was 1,369,514.  There are 2 Cities, 3 Towns 

and 62 incorporated villages, and over 100 unincorporated villages that are 

located within the boundaries of Nassau County (See Figure 1). 

4.2 COUNTYWIDE PROGRAM STRATEGY 

The strategy that Nassau County has proposed in meeting the requirements 

of the Phase II Stormwater Regulations is developing a partnership with all the 

local municipalities to address the common requirements of the regulations.  

The County obtained a Grant from New York State in 2003 to help in the initial 

implementation of the NCSWMP.  At that time, the County agreed to share the 

Grant with all municipalities willing to pass an in-kind services agreement to 

provide for a 50% match with the State.  The following sixty (60) municipalities 

joined Nassau County:

TABLE 1. Nassau County Stormwater Service Agreement Partner Municipalities

City of Glen Cove   NYR20A100 Village of Lattingtown    NYR20A 

City of Long Beach NYR20A189 Village of Laurel Hollow   NYR20A441  

Town of Hempstead NYR20A390 Village of Lawrence   NYR20A336  

Town of North Hempstead   NYR20A318  Village of Lynbrook   NYR20A169

Town of Oyster Bay   NYR20A371  Village of Malverne   NYR20A450  

Village of Atlantic Beach   NYR20A097    Village of Manorhaven   NYR20A338  

Village of Baxter Estates  NYR20A174  Village of Massapequa Park   NYR20A063
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TABLE 1. Nassau County Stormwater Service Agreement Partner Municipalities

Village of Bayville   NYR20A304 Village of Matinecock  NYR20A437

Village of Bellerose   NYR20A388  Village of Mill Neck   NYR20A449

Village of Brookville   NYR20A439  Village of Mineola   NYR20A111  

Village of Cedarhurst  NYR20A010  Village of Muttontown   NYR20A448  

Village of Cove Neck   NYR20A440 Village of New Hyde Park   NYRA20014  

Village of East Rockaway NYR20A410 Village of Old Brookville   NYR20A447  

Village of East Rockaway NYR20A410 Village of Old Westbury   NYR20A434  

Village of East Hills   NYR20A001 Village of Plandome   NYR20A066 

Village of Farmingdale  NYR20A  Village of Plandome Heights  NYR20A162 

Village of Floral Park   NYR20A347  Village of Plandome Manor NYR20A360

Village of Flower Hill   NYR20A171  Village of Port Washington North   NYR20A438  

Village of Garden City   NYR20A070  Village of Roslyn   NYR20A071  

Village of Great Neck   NYR20A453  Village of Roslyn Estates   NYR20A446  

Village of Great Neck Plaza   NYR20A366  Village of Roslyn Harbor   NYR20A059

Village of Hewlett Bay Park   NYR20A085 Village of Russell Gardens  NYR20A016

Village of Hewlett Harbor   NYR20A062  Village of Saddle Rock  NYR20A445  

Village of Hewlett Neck   NYR20A090 Village of Sands Point NYR20A444

Village of Island Park  NYR20A384 Village of Sea Cliff   NYR20A075

Village of Kensington   NYR20A452  Village of South Floral Park   

Village of Kings Point   NYR20A451  Village of Stewart Manor NYR20A011

Village of Lake Success   NYR20A034 Village of Thomaston   NYR20A443

Village of Upper Brookville   NYR 20A442 Village of Valley Stream   NYR20A002

Village of Westbury   NYR20A408 Village of Williston Park  NYR20A068

Village of Woodsburgh   NYR20A107
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This Grant was used to generate a Municipal BMP Manual, develop Stormwater 

Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPPs) for various municipal operations, develop 

and print stormwater related literature, purchase display stands, purchase catch 

basin medallions for installation throughout the County and develop a pollutant 

loading procedure for stream assessment.

The County’s role at the time of the most recent update to the NCSWMP 

has shifted to be more focused on providing opportunities for the municipal 

partners and communities alike to participate in and receive credit for 

educational and outreach opportunities, as part of MCM #1 and MCM #2. The 

County will remain a steadfast partner providing collaboration and support 

relative to the MS4 program functions and compliance on an as-needed/

requested basis.

4.3 STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE 

 Stormwater within the County is discharged to the surface waters of the United 

States and to the groundwater. Historically, development within the County 

prior to 1940 utilized the existing topography in directing and disposing of 

stormwater to the natural streams and ponds.   As shown in Figure 1, nearly half 

of the land area in the County drains to surrounding surface waters.  In 1953, 

Ordinance Number 157 was adopted by the Nassau County Board of Supervisors, 

which pertained to the Regulations for the Subdivision of Land.  This regulation 

and the Department of Public Works requirements that followed, required 

stormwater to remain onsite. The onsite storage of stormwater was typically 

achieved by the installation of drywells, recharge basins or drainage reserve 

areas.   As shown in Figure 2, nearly half of the land area of Nassau County 

is serviced by recharge basins.   In many cases, these facilities also included 

overflow structures that directed stormwater resulting from extreme rainfall 

events to either other recharge basins or to drainage facilities that ultimately 

discharged to the surface waters of the United States.  

The current inventory of stormwater facilities within the County include:

• 3,720 stormwater outfalls to the waters of the United States

• 1,000 stormwater recharge basins, of which, 555 are owned by Nassau 

County

• Approximately 57 miles of open stream corridors maintained by Nassau 

County
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Nassau County has, in the past, initiated Capital Improvement Projects on 

drainage infrastructure and facilities on an as needed basis, previously funded 

by a Multi-Year Spending Plan (adopted by Nassau County Legislature). Current 

funding strategies, among other uses of General County funds allocated for 

Capital Improvements Projects, include the use of the Nassau County Sewer and 

Storm Water Finance Authority, which was created in 2003 by the State of New 

York (the “State”) under the Nassau County Sewer and Storm Water Finance 

Authority Act, codified as Title 10-D of Article 5 of the Public Authorities Law 

of the State (the “Act”), as a public benefit corporation. The State Legislature 

determined the creation of the Authority to be an effective mechanism to 

achieve substantial savings to the County for past and prospective sewer and 

storm water resources capital investments. The Authority has been established 

for the limited objectives of refinancing outstanding sewer and storm water 

resources debt issued by or on behalf of the County and financing future County 

sewer and storm water resources projects. The Authority may issue debt in an 

amount up to $350,000,000 for such purposes (exclusive of debt issued to refund 

or otherwise repay Authority debt).     

4.4 NATURAL RESOURCES  

The Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District in cooperation with 

the Nassau County Planning Department completed the Nassau County Natural 

Resources Inventory in 2000.   This document identified the various natural 

resources that are utilized as part of the stormwater infrastructure by all the 

municipalities in the County.  In addition, the document identifies surface water 

classifications, the various preserves and open spaces in the County including 

their significant environmental features and habitats.

In 2012, the Nassau County Planning Department adopted a series of revisions 

to the Nassau County 2030 Comprehensive Plan, to include policy amendments 

that encourage green infrastructure, to better protect the natural resources 

of the County. These policies (CS.03, CS.03.01 and CS.03.02 “…seek to preserve 

and expand its “green infrastructure” by creating and protecting a network 

of waterways, wetlands, woodlands, wildlife habitats, greenways, and other 

natural areas which sustain clean air, water, and natural resources: provide for a 

sustainable economy; provide recreational opportunities and enrich the quality 

of life for County residents and visitors.”
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4.5 POLLUTANTS OF CONCERN   

When a stormwater discharge enters a New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation 303(d) listed water body, the municipality’s 

stormwater program must ensure no increase of the listed pollutant of concern 

to the 303(d) listed water.  There are 41 water bodies, see Table 2, on the 303(d) 

list that have the potential to receive stormwater runoff from a municipality 

within Nassau County.  

Based upon the 303(d) list of the best management practices, this document 

includes the six minimum control measures that have been tailored to address 

the following pollutants of concern for all stormwater discharges: 

• Pathogens

• Phosphorus

• Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

• Silt and sediment

• Oxygen demand

• Nitrogen

Additional information with regards to these pollutants of concern, the 

impairments associated with them and the source can be found in the following 

two documents:

The 2011 Atlantic Ocean/Long Island Sound Basin Waterbody 

Inventory 

Priority Waterbodies List, Volume 2: Nassau and Suffolk 

County Waters, Bureau of Watershed Assessment and 

Research, Division of Water, NYSDEC

In addition, any municipality that discharges stormwater to any waters of the 

United States that have been approved by the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency (USEPA) for a Total Daily Maximum Load (TMDL), must include 

the appropriate best management practices to meet the TMDL stormwater 

allocations.   

Table 2 contains the list of the Impaired Stream Segments and Primary 

Pollutants of Concern for Nassau County.  It contains both Section 303 (d) Listed 

Waters for which beneficial uses of the water – such as drinking, recreation, 

aquatic habitat, and industrial use – are impaired by pollutants as well as TMDL 
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waters which designate the sum of the allowable loads of a single pollutant 

from all contributing point and nonpoint sources to that water body. However, 

NYSDEC is currently tasked with developing new TMDLs for the 75 waterbodies 

on Long Island whose highest and best use is classified as shellfishing. This 

originated as Hempstead Harbor was subjected to a Shellfish Pathogen TMDL 

that was subsequently determined to be “flawed” and which required a 

reduction in pathogens by 95% in the northern part of the Harbor. Based on that, 

the table as provided below will be subject to further review and modifications 

as this effort progresses through completion. 

TABLE 2. Nassau County Water Bodies With 303(d) or TMDL Classification

Impaired Waters Name

(from 303(d) list and/or TMDL)

Pollutant(s) of Concern

(from 303(d) list and/or TMDL

Classification

303 (d) TMDL

East Bay Phosphorus, Silt/Sediment, Pathogens

Camaans Pond Phosphorus 

South Oyster Bay Pathogens

Middle Bay Pathogens

Middle Bay, Eastern Channel Pathogens 

Beaver Lake Phosphorus 

Freeport Cr/East meadow Br, Lower Pathogens 

East Rockaway Inlet Pathogens

East Rockaway Channel Nitrogen 

Reynolds Channel, East Nitrogen

Reynolds Channel, West Nitrogen

Milburn/Parsonage Creeks Phosphorus 

Hempstead Bay Nitrogen, Pathogens

Hempstead Bay, Broad Channel Nitrogen

Woodmere Channel Nitrogen

Bannister Creek/Bay Nitrogen

Long Island Sound, Nassau County Waters Pathogens
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TABLE 2. Nassau County Water Bodies With 303(d) or TMDL Classification

Impaired Waters Name

(from 303(d) list and/or TMDL)

Pollutant(s) of Concern

(from 303(d) list and/or TMDL

Classification

303 (d) TMDL

Manhasset Bay Pathogens

Hempstead Harbor Pathogens

Dosoris Pond Pathogens

Garret Lead/East Channel Pathogens 

Hog Island Channel Nitrogen

Massapequa Cove Pathogens 

Massapequa Creek Pathogens, Phosphorus 

Massapequa Reservoir Chlordane

Seafords/Seamans Creeks Pathogens 

Freeport Reservoir/East Meadow Pond Chlordane

Hewlett Bay Pathogens

Browswere Bay Pathogens

Smith/Roosevelt Pond Chlordane

Lofts Pond Chlordane

Smith Pond Chlordane

Halls Pond Chlordane, Phosphorus 

Grant Park Pond Phosphorus, PCB’s

Whitney Lake Chlordane

Wantagh/Seamans Pond Chlordane

Glen Cove Creek Pathogens

Hempstead Lake Phosphorous

East Meadow Brook Silt/Sediment

Ridders Pond Chlordane

Note: This listing of water bodies is currently being reviewed and updated by outside 

agencies. As a new or refined version becomes available, it will be incorporated as 

appropriate into this document.
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5. MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURE 1:
PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH  

The Public Education and Outreach control measure is directed at educating 

the public, specific groups (i.e., construction trades, landscapers) and municipal 

officials of the impact stormwater runoff has on the environment.  In addition, 

this education initiative involves teaching targeted groups steps that can be 

taken to reduce certain pollutants associated with runoff.  Nassau County 

continues to work with and fund many agencies (Nassau County Soil and Water 

Conservation District, Hempstead Harbor Protection Committee, Oyster Bay/Cold 

Spring Harbor Protection Committee, Manhasset Bay Protection Committee etc.), 

and their programs that educate the general public and targeted audiences.

Important components of MCM 1 include the continuation of partnerships with 

other government entities primarily through existing programs and resources; 

the utilization of educational materials to promote the program; and reaching 

diverse audiences such as target communities and children. 

5.1 STRATEGIES   

Nassau County’s overall strategy for this minimum control measure is to provide 

guidance and act as a central clearinghouse or library of information associated 

with the impacts of stormwater runoff and the measures to reduce or eliminate 

the effects the pollutants of concern have on the environment.  This centralized 

information can be tailored to the local watershed issues that are important 

to the residents and be distributed by local municipalities by a mailing, local 

display or signage.  The distribution of material at a local level can reach the 

target audiences more readily and succinctly. 

Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District has created several 

brochures that target homeowners, small business owners and landscapers 

as well as a bookmark that addresses stormwater runoff in general.  These 

materials along with available informational documents distributed by the 

NYSDEC and the USEPA, have become the building blocks of a clearinghouse 

of educational materials pertaining to stormwater that are disseminated at 

libraries, government buildings, community fairs, museums, etc. See Appendix A 

for materials related to public education. 
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In addition, dissemination of stormwater related material via the County’s 

website to the municipal supervisors of the coalition partners’ is and remains 

a high priority objective of Nassau County.  Since education, training and 

information dissemination are key elements to several minimum control 

measures, the County will continue to make available public education 

materials, BMP information, watershed maps, etc.  The website also provides 

the public with information related to the NCSWMP and supply links to 

additional websites.   Nassau County will also continue to pursue grant funding 

opportunities in an effort to accomplish certain components of this control 

measure through coordination with Nassau County’s Grant Office.  

Part of Nassau County’s strategy for public outreach is also to fund groups that 

participate in and organize events such as community fairs, festivals, school 

visits and science education events.  Further, County funded informational 

displays were presented at the Freeport Nautical Festival, the Great Neck Street 

Fair, the Town of Oyster Bay Marine Education Day, the Port Washington Harbor 

Fest and many others.

5.2 PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH    

• Nassau County utilizes the services of the Nassau County Soil and Water 

Conservation District (NCSWCD) personnel to provide coverage for all public 

education events. The following events will be attended on a yearly basis:

 » Long Island Regional Envirothon

 » Cold Spring Harbor Fish Hatchery & Aquarium Spring Fair

 » Planting Fields Arboretum Arbor Day Festival

 » Great Neck Street Fair

 » Freeport Nautical Festival

 » Port Washington Harborfest

 » Town of Oyster Bay Marine Education Day

 » Long Island Fair at Old Bethpage Village Restoration

 » Cold Spring Harbor Fish Hatchery & Aquarium Fall Fair

 » Nassau-Suffolk Landscape Gardener’s Association Annual Conference 

• Both Nassau County and NCSWCD are available to make presentations 

to schools, civic groups, chambers of commerce, etc. by scheduled 

appointment.
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• Nassau County DPW personnel will manage the information clearinghouse, 

developing and printing brochures as necessary.  The County distribute 

educational materials with the assistance of the municipal partners, 

the Friends of the Bay, South Shore Estuary Reserve, Operation SPLASH, 

Hempstead Harbor Protection Committee, Sierra/Lions Club, Long Island 

Sound Study, the Meadowbrook Task Force, the Oyster Bay/Cold Spring 

Harbor Protection Committee and the Manhasset Bay Protection Committee.

• Display stands placed in County offices such as Consumer Affairs, Parks and 

Recreation Headquarters, Nassau County Department of Health, DPW Permit 

Office, etc. will continue to be stocked with educational materials.

• Bookmarks with stormwater related educational messages will continue to 

be printed and supplied as needed (See Appendix A). 

• County personnel will continue to procure storm drain medallions and 

distribute them to the municipal partners, scout groups, environmental 

organizations, etc. for placement throughout the County when requested.

• County personnel will keep the Nassau County stormwater website up to 

date with the latest watershed reports, BMP’s, programs, announcements, 

etc.  This is also the avenue for general education on stormwater pollution 

and the science behind it. https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/1876/

Stormwater-Management-Program. 

5.3 MEASURABLE GOAL 

• Nassau County will use the services of the Nassau County Soil and Water 

Conservation District (NCSWCD) personnel to provide coverage for all public 

education events.  

• County personnel will keep the Nassau County stormwater website up to 

date with the latest watershed reports, BMP’s, programs, announcements, 

etc.  This is also the avenue for general education on stormwater pollution 

and the science behind it. 
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6. MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURE 2: 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT/PARTICIPATION  

The Public Involvement/Participation MCM is directed at involving the public in 

the development, implementation and evaluation of the County’s stormwater 

management program.  Nassau County continues to work with many volunteer 

organizations, watershed groups and non-profit organizations in an effort to 

reach the general public and solicit input to the Nassau County Stormwater 

Management Program (NCSWMP).  

An important component of this plan is to specifically educate audiences 

pertaining to stormwater management, and to reduce pollutants of concern in 

stormwater discharges to the maximum extent practicable.

The County will develop and operate a program to inform residents of the 

problems associated with impaired water quality through the distribution of 

literature, postings on the County website, announcements when Stormwater 

related events are planned, articles in the County Newsletter, postings on cable 

television, cable televised question and answer sessions, presentations before 

the general public, neighborhood groups, fraternal organizations, schools and 

targeted groups. Hard copies of the County Stormwater Management Program 

and all stormwater related information will be available at Nassau County 

Department of Public Works (NCDPW) offices. 

6.1 STRATEGIES   

Nassau County’s overall strategy for the implementation of this minimum 

control measure is to provide guidance and act as a clearinghouse to other 

municipalities in Nassau County for activities associated with best management 

practices.  This information can be utilized by the smaller municipalities 

through the implementation of local and/or watershed-based activities.

To accomplish the tasks associated with the requirements of this minimum 

control measure as it pertains to Nassau County, specific strategies include the 

countywide storm drain medallion program, goose management program and 

continuing the adopt-a-spot program where the public can be involved with 

cleanups of stream corridors, ponds, parks, beaches and roadways. 
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In addition, the continuation of working with watershed-based organizations 

and in some cases providing funding to such organizations is a very important 

component of meeting the requirements of this minimum control measure.

Finally, to allow the public easy access to documents via the internet, including 

annual reports and technical guidance documents, is a goal of this minimum 

control measure.  These strategies are geared to educate and inform the public 

of the program, pollutants of concern in stormwater discharges and about the 

specific watersheds in which they live.  

6.2 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT/PARTICIPATION     

• County personnel will continue to procure storm drain medallions and 

distribute them to the municipal partners, scout groups, environmental 

organizations, etc. for placement throughout the County.  

• Long Island Regional Envirothon, an outdoor, hands-on, environmental/

natural resources competition for High School students is held every year 

and is coordinated by the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation 

District (NCSWCD) along with its sister agency from Suffolk.   Activities cover 

relevant topics including marine education, preserve clean-ups, non-point 

source pollution, health and safety, landscaping, and teacher education. 

• Site aversion techniques (such as use of border collies to condition geese 

to stay away from facilities) occur during the summer months, after 

the molt. The County will continue working with the NCSWCD and the 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to implement additional 

Goose Management initiatives.   There is a law in place, Title 63-Migratory 

Waterfowl Law, which makes it illegal to feed waterfowl on Nassau County 

property during any time of the year:  https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/

DocumentCenter/View/1722

• Continue to sit on watershed organization committees for:  Hempstead 

Harbor Protection Committee, Manhasset Bay Protection Committee, South 

Shore Estuary Reserve Council and the Long Island Sound Study.  The County 

also will work with Friends of the Bay, in Oyster Bay and Operation Splash, in 

Freeport as well as the Oyster Bay/Cold Spring Harbor Protection Committee.
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• Distribution of Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Newsletter. During the past several years the Soil and Water Conservation 

District increased their newsletter circulation to almost 4,000. The District 

will continue to distribute newsletters on a quarterly basis with the goal of 

increasing the mailing list by another 500.

• Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District obtains grants to 

fund public participation events such as beach grass planting, wetland 

restorations and beach restorations.

• Adopt-A-Spot, stream and beach cleanups occur year round at various 

Nassau County locations.  This is an ongoing program that typically occurs 

around Earth Day of each year.

6.3 MEASURABLE GOAL 

It is the goal of the County to ensure that sufficient information is made 

available to the public on impairments to stormwater quality and what needs to 

be done in order that individuals and businesses may make informed decisions 

on how best to contribute to the overall Stormwater Management Program 

effort.

• Distribution of Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Newsletter will continue. 

• Adopt-A-Spot, stream and beach cleanups occur year-round at various 

Nassau County locations.  This is an ongoing program that typically occurs 

around Earth Day of each year.
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7. MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURE 3: 
ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION  
AND ELIMINATION   

The illicit discharge detection and elimination is a minimum control measure 

used to identify and eliminate any discharge that is not composed entirely of 

stormwater.  Discharges from MS4’s often include wastes and wastewater from 

non-stormwater sources.  Illicit discharges enter the system through either 

direct connection via piping or indirect connections such as infiltration from 

failed sanitary systems or spills on roads that are collected by catch basins.  The 

result is untreated discharges that contribute high levels of pollutants including 

heavy metals, toxics, oil and grease, solvents, nutrients, viruses and bacteria to 

receiving waterbodies.  

 This minimum control measure involves both municipal staff and local 

citizens. Nassau County will locate illicit discharge problem areas through dry 

weather sampling of major streams, public complaints, Outfall Reconnaissance 

Inventories (ORI’s) and employee training.  The program works to detect and 

eliminate illicit discharges. As will be elaborated on in a later section, the ORI 

screenings will be conducted using contracted resources to conduct outfall 

screenings on a rotating five (5) year cycle.

7.1 STRATEGIES   

The Nassau County Geographic Information System (GIS) was used to generate 

a map showing the location of all storm sewer outfalls and all the waters that 

receive stormwater discharges. Nassau County will add outfall ownership to the 

system map as this data becomes available from the local municipalities. 

Routine sampling of the major streams throughout the County is used to 

identify water quality trends and detect areas for further study.  Nassau County 

field personnel will use the sampling data during dry weather flow inspections 

to help pinpoint sources of illicit discharges.  Personnel will then work with the 

local municipalities and the Nassau County Department of Health (NCDOH) to 

gain access to the building or property suspected of the discharge.  Dye testing 

of all possible sources will be done to confirm the connection to the stormwater 
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system.  Another field screening method that will be employed is closed circuit 

television (CCTV) video inspection of storm sewers. 

The Nassau County agencies that have been trained in illicit discharge detection 

include Road Maintenance, Drainage Maintenance, Facilities Management and 

the Department of Recreation and Parks.  Any illicit connections or discharges 

found by County personnel, private citizens or an employee of the municipal 

partners will be investigated by Nassau County Water/Wastewater Engineering 

Unit personnel.  A Nassau County telephone hotline has been instituted to 

allow the input of citizen’s complaints.  The hotline is a 24-hour answering 

machine that is checked every County work day. If a complaint is determined to 

be legitimate, it will be ascertained if the concern is a County issue (on County 

facilities, properties, etc.) or if the complaint involves a subsequent jurisdiction. 

If it is the latter, the complaint will be conveyed to the appropriate community 

or organization for follow up / action.

A Drainage Use Ordinance has been promulgated and passed into law by the 

Nassau County Legislature to regulate what can legally enter the storm sewer 

system, which agency will enforce it, the powers of the enforcement agency 

and the enforcement actions to be taken if the ordinance is violated.   The 

enforcement actions that will be taken against those properties found to be in 

non-compliance or that refuse to allow access to their facilities include criminal 

and civil penalties, including charging the owner of the property for the cost of 

abatement.  The full Drainage Use Ordinance can be found here: https://www.

nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1309. 

Table 3 contains a list of all the dry weather flow locations that have been 

sampled in the past 6 years.  Not every location is sampled every time and some 

locations have been modified for various reasons such as stream flow, access, etc.   
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COMMUNITY
SITE_

NO
WATERSHED

No. Valley Stream 1 Elmont Drain

Valley Stream 2 Valley Stream Brook

Valley Stream 3  Doxey Brook (W branch)

Woodmere 4  Doxey Brook (Main branch)

Valley Stream 5  Doxey Brook (E Branch)

Baldwin 7 Parsonage Creek

Oceanside 6 Powell Creek

Baldwin 8 Parsonage Creek (W branch)

Baldwin 9 Parsonage Creek (E branch)

Baldwin 12 Milburn Creek

Baldwin 13 Milburn Creek

Baldwin 10 Parsonage Creek

Roosevelt 15 East Meadowbrook

Roosevelt 16 East Meadowbrook

Merrick 17 Newbridge Creek

Merrick 18 Newbridge Creek

Bellmore 19 Bellmore Creek

Bellmore 20 Bellmore Creek

Massapequa Park 22 Massapequa Creek

Massapequa 23 Massapequa Creek

Massapequa 24 Massapequa Creek

Massapequa 25 Massapequa Creek

Lynbrook 46 Pines Brook

Lynbrook 47 Pines Brook

Saddlerock 28 Old Mill Brook

Russell Gardens 29 Cutter Mill Drain

COMMUNITY
SITE_

No
WATERSHED

Plandome Manor 30 Stoneytown Road Drain

Port Washington 31 Port Washington Drain

Port Washington 32 Stannards Brook

Baxter Estates 33 Baxter Brook

Baxter Estates 34 Baxter Pond

Roslyn 35 Roslyn Pond

Sea Cliff 36 Scudders Pond

Old Brookville 37 Cedar Swamp Creek

Glen Cove 38 Cedar Swamp Creek

Oyster Bay 40 Mill River

Laurel Hollow 42 Cold Spring Harbor

Cove Neck 43 Tiffany Creek

Mill Neck 44 Beaver Lake

Kings Pt 45 Mitchell's Creek

Manhasset 48 Whitney Drain

Oyster Bay 49 White's Creek

East Massapequa 51 Carmans Creek

Seaford 52 Seaford Creek

Locust Grove 53 Cold Spring

Baxter Estates 50 Baxter Pond

North Merrick 14 East Meadowbrook

Wantagh 21 Seamans Creek

Nassau Shores 26 Unqua Creek

Nassau Shores 27 Unqua Creek

Lattingtown 41 Dosoris Drain

Lattingtown 39 Bailey Arboretum

TABLE 3. Sampled Dry Weather Flow Locations
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• The dry weather sampling program will continue on a biannual basis by 

sampling in stream locations in the spring and fall of each year.  The County 

will use this data to screen all major drainage corridors for illicit discharges. 

• Procedures for sampling for the storm water program and procedures for 

response to sample result findings are as follows (See Figure 6 for Sampling 

Locations Map):

 » Sampling at all stream sampling sites will be done two times a year, 

during the spring and fall seasons.

 » Sample results will be tabulated and compared to previously recorded 

results.

 » Any abnormal results will result in a resampled as soon as possible to 

replicate original results

 » If abnormal results are replicated, then a field investigation may 

be advised. A field investigation may include dye testing, outfall 

reconnaissance, visual inspection of area, search of previous spills of 

record in NYSDEC website and any other technics deemed necessary due 

to nature of the contaminates under investigation. 

 » A record of all actions taken will be kept 

 » When a source of the contamination is believed to be discovered, if 

appropriate, enforcement agencies will be contacted for further action.

• Maintain the Illicit Discharge Hotline (516-571-7535) which is a 24-hour 

telephone number that is listed on the Nassau County Stormwater website.  

All callers remain anonymous. The website address is: https://www.

nassaucountyny.gov/1877/Illicit-Discharge-Hotline. 

• Maintain and keep record of the Illicit Discharge report form (See Appendix C 

for the form). 

• Continue the current program of Outfall Reconnaissance Inventory (ORI)

utilizing third party contractors to complete the required outfall screenings, 

on a rotating 5-year cycle (See Figure 5 for County outfall locations). These 

contractors, adhering to the USEPA publication entitled “Illicit Discharge 

Detection and Elimination: A Guidance Manual for Program Development 

and Technical Assessment” will conduct the necessary field work to locate, 
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investigate, map and report on all outfalls within the County. In 2019, the 

County will make an effort to enhance the ORI program by adding ownership 

of outfalls where such information is available and can be readily obtained. 

This will require the cooperation of the various communities where these 

outfalls reside. This could facilitate the County better understanding if the 

outfall program can be streamlined, with the delegation of some outfalls to 

private owners for maintenance and monitoring obligations.

• Nassau County outfalls in tidal areas will be included in the annual ORI’s.

• The ORI reports will be used by County personnel to track down illicit 

discharges by field verification, dye tests, sampling, etc.  The NCDOH and the 

municipal partners will be contacted when and if access is needed to private 

property.

• Training of County personnel will continue in the detection of illicit 

discharges through the viewing of a training video that also addresses BMP’s 

and good housekeeping practices.

• All illicit discharge investigations will be electronically tracked via an in-

house database.

• The mapping of the stormwater infrastructure within the County including 

catch basins, pipes, manholes and outfalls will be maintained using 

the Nassau County GIS department and supplemented with third party 

contractors where appropriate.

• Additional drainage infrastructure information, including new structural 

BMP’s installed as part of the PCSM requirements of the NC MS4 Permit 

will be added to the NCGIS as they are installed during future construction 

projects. This will facilitate future inspection, reporting and maintenance 

efforts.
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7.3 MEASURABLE GOAL 

The goal of the County to inspect its stormwater system on both a scheduled 

and unscheduled basis and to remediate any illicit discharges detected.

• The dry weather sampling program will continue on a biannual basis by 

sampling in stream locations in the spring and fall of each year.  The County 

will use this data to screen all major drainage corridors for illicit discharges. 

• Maintain the Illicit Discharge Hotline (516-571-7535) which is a 24-hour 

telephone number that is listed on the Nassau County Stormwater website 

and will continue to act as a public complain line. 

• Training of County personnel will continue in the detection of illicit 

discharges through the viewing of a training DVD that also addresses BMP’s 

and good housekeeping practices.
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8. MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURE 4:
CONSTRUCTION SITE STORMWATER 
RUNOFF CONTROL    

Construction site stormwater runoff control is a minimum control measure 

designed to address the pollution of stormwater runoff generated from 

construction sites.  Activities that are performed on construction sites typically 

disturb a large amount of land and generate large amounts of waste.  This 

has been found to lead to elevated levels of sediment, phosphorous, nitrogen, 

pesticides, petroleum derivatives, construction chemicals, and solid wastes 

in receiving streams and estuarine areas.  During a short period of time, 

construction sites can contribute more sediment to streams than can be 

deposited naturally during several decades.  The resulting siltation, and the 

contribution of other pollutants from construction sites, can cause physical, 

chemical and biological harm to the nation’s waters.

8.1 STRATEGIES   

The major issue in addressing this control measure is related to the limited 

regulatory authority that Nassau County presently wields over site developers 

and construction site managers to design, install and maintain sedimentation 

and erosion control measures on their sites.  The County does not issue 

building permits, hence, there is no County mechanism in place to enforce 

compliance with any program.  These responsibilities would fall directly on the 

many local Towns and Villages, whose building departments would have the 

necessary controls in place including non-monetary penalties, fines, bonding 

requirements, and permit denials.  

Nassau County has, however, provided formalized drainage guidelines for site 

developers throughout the years.  These drainage guidelines pertain to the 

handling of stormwater runoff generated at the development and the provision 

that certain stormwater quantities be contained within that development.  

Through the enactment of Section 239-F of the General Municipal Law by the 

New York State Legislature, the County developed requirements for site grading 

and drainage as they relate to the erection of buildings having frontage on, 

direct access to, or are otherwise directly related to any portion of the 500 miles 
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of County roads.  These requirements are that eight (8) inches of rainfall at an 

appropriate runoff factor be contained in dry wells within the site (See Appendix 

D which contains drainage requirement guidelines documents). 

With regard to larger developments, or sub-divisions, the County has developed 

the same requirements based on current engineering practice.  These guidelines 

recommend that eight (8) inches of on-site storage be provided when no 

connection or overflow to another drainage system is possible.  In those cases 

where connection or overflow to another drainage system is possible and 

allowable, then five (5) inches of on-site storage should be provided.  These 

guidelines, whether 5 or 8 inches, insure that stormwater runoff generated at 

the development is contained within the site and will not be discharged to the 

waters of the United States, thereby providing a protective safeguard to those 

waters.

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1295 

Only since the promulgation of the Federal Phase I regulations has sediment and 

erosion control been examined and included in site plan review on the County 

level.  For example, when plans are examined for site grading and drainage, then 

requirements for sediment and erosion controls at the construction site are also 

verified.  The County requires a copy of the SWPPP Acceptance Form that was 

filed by the local MS4 with the NYSDEC to accompany the plans under review. 

8.2 SITE PLAN REVIEW 

The County’s site plan review process ensures compliance by construction site 

operators with current erosion and sediment control methods and the oversight 

by the local municipality. The County, having no regulatory authority in the case, 

will seek the assistance of each municipality that issues building permits to 

conduct site inspections and impose enforcement actions, if necessary

8.3 RECEIPT OF PUBLIC INQUIRIES  

A final requirement under this minimum control measure is the development 

of a procedure for the receipt and consideration of public inquiries, concerns, 

and information submitted regarding local construction activities.  The County, 

and most local municipalities already receive and respond to numerous 

inquiries from the public.   This provision is intended to further reinforce the 

public participation component of the Stormwater Management Program and 

to recognize the crucial role that the public can play in identifying instances of 

noncompliance.
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Information submitted by the public will only be considered and may not 

necessarily require a follow-up or response (See Appendix B for Complaint 

Form), but the County or the local municipality should demonstrate 

acknowledgment and consideration of the information submitted.  Given the 

County’s minimal involvement with construction oversight, on Non-County 

projects, the County looks to the local municipalities to oversee the collection of 

public inquiries. 

8.4 CONSTRUCTION SITE STORMWATER  
RUNOFF CONTROL   

This minimum control measure, as detailed in the NCSWMP, is probably 

the most difficult to implement because the County has limited control and 

regulatory authority to enforce some of the management practices that are 

required.  The County, however, has developed specific drainage requirements 

that pertain to new construction and existing site redevelopment that is 

adjacent to Nassau County roads, property or easements.   These drainage 

requirements will serve as the template for reduced storm water runoff and 

improved storm water quality.  A model ordinance that includes specific 

measures and recommendations for sediment and erosion control has been 

drafted and adopted by Nassau County.  

The drainage regulations include sediment and erosion control guidelines such 

as those outlined in the NYS Guidelines for Erosion and Sediment Control, NY 

State Storm Water Management Design Manual.

Nassau County does not issue building permits, and therefore is not the 

regulatory authority on construction and post-construction runoff. Instead, 

that authority rests with the towns, villages, and cities that comprise Nassau 

County. These municipal building authorities design and enforce stormwater 

regulations, and it is critical that construction site operators contact their local 

building authority in order to avoid penalties, fines, and permit denials. 

• Continue sub-division and 239-F reviews with enforce the requirements to 

store an eight (8) inch rainfall on-site.

• Require construction site operators working on County jobs have received 

erosion and sediment control training as per permit GP-0-15-003. 
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• Work with the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District to 

establish the erosion and sediment control training course as specified above 

and offer it on a routine basis for construction site operators working in 

Nassau County.

• To have language in the design and construction contracts that deals with 

erosion and sediment control on County run jobs at County owned facilities 

and properties.

• The following forms will be used on all County run jobs on County owned                                            

facilities or properties:

 » Form 4-1: Contractor Stormwater Pollution Prevention Third Party   

 Certification

 » Form 4-2: Checklist for Preparation of Stormwater Pollution    

 Prevention Plans

 » Form 4-3: Procedure/Checklist for Pre-Construction Site Inspection

 » Form 4-4: Procedure/Checklist for Site Inspection During Construction

 » Form 4-5: Checklist for Concrete Tank Washout Inspection

 » Form 4-6: Checklist for Leaking Truck Inspection

 » Form 4-7: Procedure/Checklist for Construction Site Inspection After   

 Project Completion

Link to above forms can be found at: https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/

DocumentCenter/View/1298 and copy of the forms can be found in Appendix F. 

8.3 MEASURABLE GOAL 

The goal of this section is to ensure that all projects are completed with 

minimal or no impact on water quality. Where the final construction product 

is anticipated to have an impact on water quality, ensure that BMPs have been 

constructed and are properly operated and maintained in perpetuity.
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9. MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURE 5: 
POST CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT (PCSM)     

This minimum control measure focuses on implementation of controls that will 

try to maintain good water quality conditions after an area has been developed 

or after construction. An effective plan to accomplish this goal is to recommend 

planning and design strategies that will minimize the introduction of pollutants 

in post-construction stormwater discharges.  The challenge of this minimum 

control measure is to encourage developers and consulting design engineers 

to take stormwater quality into account early in the development planning 

process.  The development or modification to existing regulations, ordinances 

or planning strategies by municipal government that will have emphasis on 

stormwater quality is the linchpin of this control measure.

9.1 STRATEGIES    

Nassau County is in a similar position with this Minimum Control Measure 

as with Minimum Control Measure 4 - Construction Site Stormwater Runoff 

Control.  The County has limited regulatory authority at the present time to 

restrict site development or require the implementation of structural or non-

structural controls in areas located beyond its jurisdiction, (such as incorporated 

villages).  Incorporated areas within the County have existing planning 

departments, zoning boards etc., that have the regulatory authority to impose 

restrictions on site development/redevelopment.  As detailed in the previous 

section on construction site stormwater runoff control, the County, through 

the Department of Public Works, has formalized drainage requirements for 

subdivisions and other developments and redevelopments.  These requirements 

and guidelines provide a strong foundation for stormwater quality improvement 

at site development and redevelopment projects within the County.  

9.2 PCSM BMP INVENTORY

The current version of the permit, at the time of the 2018/19 NCSWMP updates, 

includes a requirement for the County to maintain an inventory of PCSM BMPs. 

This inventory is required to collect data on each BMP location, type of practice, 

required maintenance efforts and records of when maintenance was last 

performed. The County has, in previous efforts (most recently in July 2016) utilized 
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the Asset Inventory Management (AIM) software/platform to track the ongoing 

monitoring and maintenance obligations related to both assets and BMPs. 

As noted in the September 2012 version of the “Nassau County Stormwater Best 

Management Practices Maintenance Manual” (See Appendix G for the manual), 

there are 34 BMP’s that are owned and operated by Nassau County. These include 

facilities at locations as noted on Figure 3, of this Stormwater Management 

Program. Further, the County will continue efforts to inspect and maintain 297 

BMP sump locations where it has been field confirmed that overflow from the 

facility will be conveyed to a downstream facility, roadway or waterway. 

At the time of this program report drafting, the County is actively reviewing 

these 297 facility records to ascertain if the overflow is to a surface water of 

the United States. This effort is noted to be ongoing. As a general note, the 

County has tasked field / maintenance crews to observe BMP facility locations 

when they are conducting other maintenance operations in the vicinity (such 

as mowing adjacent to BMP locations). Staff is instructed to conduct a cursory 

observation of conditions and report anything that would appear to require a 

subsequent investigation and/or maintenance effort. These efforts will be logged 

using the AIM program.

9.3 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

The County is continuously working on capital planning to improve various 

streams, ponds and waterways, which include installation of sedimentation 

basins, dredging, wetland plantings and stream bank stabilization. This plan 

includes finished projects at Silver Lake, Lofts Pond, Mill Pond (Wantagh), 

Roosevelt Pond and the Massapequa Preserve project, which includes 

augmenting stream flow with pumped groundwater. Nassau County is 

working in conjunction with many of the municipal partners, who will take on 

responsibilities of maintenance responsibilities of these BMP’s.  

Nassau County is aware that other agencies located outside the County 

boundary discharge into the Nassau County MS4 system. As such, the 

County will continue to collaborate and communicate with these agencies 

as appropriate to further understand the extent of their contributions to the 

Nassau County system.

9.4 MEASURABLE GOAL 

The goal of the County is to ensure that all installed BMP(s) are properly 

operated and maintained in perpetuity
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10. MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURE 6: 
POLLUTION PREVENTION/GOOD 
HOUSEKEEPING      

The goal of the Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping minimum control 

measure is to reduce pollutant runoff originating from Nassau County 

municipal operations. This plan covers Nassau County facilities only and does 

not incorporate the operations of the other various municipalities located within 

the County.  The pollution prevention plans that are developed for Nassau 

County facilities will institute procedures that effectively address such issues as 

hazardous materials storage, proper handling and disposal of street sweepings, 

floatables and other debris, spill cleanup and vehicle storage.  

• The County has studied ways to reduce the amount of sand and salt used 

for deicing procedures and has adopted these measures.  The County 

communicates with the New York State Department Of Transportation 

(NYSDOT) to obtain real time roadbed temperature readings that determine 

the optimal amount of road salt deposition during winter storm events.  

This provides savings in the amount of salt applied to the roadways and 

consequently a reduction in the amount applied to the County’s waterways.  

The following is a link to the study on sand and salt use: http://archive.

nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/DPW/Docs/PDF/Nassau%20County%20Sand-

Salt%20Use%20BMPs.pdf

• An Integrated Pest Management program (IPM) for County facilities was 

developed and distributed to the appropriate departments.   The program 

advocates the use of non-chemical alternatives to pesticides and herbicides 

in County parks and buildings.  The following is a link to the program: 

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1303

• A goose management plan has been enacted to control the large 

communities of non-migratory waterfowl currently populating County 

parks.  This program will decrease the nutrient loading associated with 

these communities that reside in the ponds and streams of all the major 

tributaries of the County.  The program includes egg oiling, dog running and 

the enacting of a local law that prohibits the feeding of waterfowl on County 

property.
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• The County has adopted a requirement that any drainage project that 

includes outfalls larger than 36” must include a physical control (structural 

BMP) to retain sediments and floatables.

• NCDPW sweeps the 492 miles (1,969 lane miles) of County-owned roads on 

a biannual basis, once in the spring and once in the fall by the Highway and 

Bridge Maintenance Unit.

• Catch basin cleaning is routinely done on a rotating schedule, by the 

Highway and Bridge Maintenance Unit.

• Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP’s) have been developed 

and distributed to the NCDPW Highway and Bridge Maintenance Unit, 

the NCDPW Facilities Management Unit, the NCDPW Sewage Treatment 

Plants, the Nassau County Department of Parks, Recreation and Museums, 

the Nassau County Police Department and the Nassau County Sheriff’s 

Department.  The following is a link to these SWPPPs: https://www.

nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1302

• The training of County personnel and municipal partners, regarding 

pollution prevention/good housekeeping and illicit discharge detection will 

continue on an ongoing basis.

• The Drainage Maintenance Unit of the NCDPW is responsible for the 

cleaning and maintenance of the County’s streams, ponds, culverts and 

other drainage appurtenances.   Streams, ditches and culverts are cleaned 

based upon need.

• Trash racks throughout the County are cleaned prior to and after significant 

precipitation.

• The following structural BMP’s are inspected and cleaned on a scheduled 

basis (See Figure 4 for Location of County Owned BMPs): 

 » Baxter Pond Sediment Basin-biannual

 » Newbridge Creek (at Smith Street) Sediment Basin- annually

 » Newbridge Creek (at Smith Street) Floatable Collection Boom- post rain 

event
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 » Pines Brook Sediment Basin- annually

 » Pines Brook Floatable Collection Boom- post rain event

 » Baldwin Drain Trash Rack- post rain event

 » Milburn Creek Sediment Basin-Brookside Drive- annually

 » Milburn Creek Sediment Basin-Circle Drive- annually

 » Milburn Pond Sediment Basin- annually

 » Milburn Pond Sediment Chamber- annually

 » Glen Cove Marina Stormceptor Unit- annually

 » Sea Cliff Stormceptor Unit- annually

 » Woodmere Country Club CDS Unit- annually

 » Peninsula Blvd, N. Woodmere (2 Vortechs units) - annually

 » Newbridge Creek (at Hale Place), Bellmore CDS Unit- annually

 » Mineola Catch Basin Inserts (30 units in County seat) - quarterly

 » Roosevelt Pond Sedimentation Basin- annually

 » Roosevelt Pond Floatable Collection Boom- post rain event

10.1 STRATEGIES    

A primary focus of the housekeeping measures is to keep exposed areas that are 

potential sources of pollutants clean and orderly. A clean work environment can 

reduce the potential for storm water contact with pollutants that could affect 

the quality of storm water runoff from the Nassau County Facilities. The Nassau 

County has instituted several work practices to reduce this potential.

Common problem areas include trash containers, storage areas and loading 

docks. Proper site maintenance minimizes off-site impacts and prevents debris 

and sediment from collecting in storm drains and clogging storm sewers. In 

addition, the Nassau County sites are periodically cleaned of debris to minimize 

pollutant export to storm sewer systems or directly to receiving waters.

10.2 TRAINING PROGRAM     

Employee training programs are essential to teach employees about storm 

water management, pollution prevention and BMPs. Well-trained employees 

can reduce human errors that lead to accidental releases or spills. Employees 

should have the tools and knowledge to immediately begin cleaning up a 

spill if one should occur. Employee training programs instill personnel with a 

thorough understanding of the BMPs, processes and materials they are working 

with, safety hazards, practices for preventing discharges, and procedures for 

responding quickly and properly to toxic and hazardous material incidents.
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Nassau County employees receive formalized training outlining the 

requirements of storm water pollution prevention and management. 

Additionally, employees must view a County sponsored video on environmental 

protection. Worker training addresses topics such as spill response, 

housekeeping, materials management, preventive maintenance, and inspection 

procedures. An example of the training certification is provided in Appendix E. 

The training course outline, worker attendance lists, and dates of training are 

recorded and maintained. Refresher training occurs when required, based on 

inspections or observed deviations in procedures. Through training, employees 

and contractors are re-instructed not to dispose of chemical compounds and 

hydrocarbon products directly into storm basins. Employees and contractors are 

also informed of the location of spill kits and the methods to control, contain 

and remediate a spill. Periodically, the Nassau County highlights storm water 

pollution prevention by displaying informational signs on conspicuously placed 

bulletin boards. 

Since perceptions vary, the County uses multiple training techniques to train 

their employees. Instruction methods also include a combination of verbal and 

visual aids, group discussions and practical applications. Employees are trained 

through:

• Posters, employee meetings, courses, workshops, conferences, webcasts, 

videos, bulletin boards, and email notices about storm water management, 

potential contaminant sources and prevention of contamination in surface 

water runoff; and

• Field training programs that show areas of potential storm water 

contamination and associated pollutants, followed by a discussion of site-

specific BMPs by trained personnel.

An employee training program is a continuing, annual process to ensure that the 

appropriate learning goals are taught, reinforced and tested. Meetings regarding 

pollution prevention and good housekeeping are held at least annually, possibly 

in conjunction with other training programs. Periodic refresher sessions are held 

to correct unacceptable behavior and reinforce expectations.



Nassau County Stormwater Management Plan

39

10.3 FACILITY COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Nassau County is planning on performing Facility Inspections once per year. 

The inspections will be done by qualified personnel who may be either County 

employees or outside consultants hired by County. The inspectors will be 

familiar with the County facility activities, the BMPs, the SWMP, and possess 

the skills to assess conditions at the County facilities that could impact storm 

water quality and assess the effectiveness of the BMPs that have been chosen 

to control the quality of the storm water discharges. The County will implement 

BMPs to reduce polluted stormwater runoff from municipally-owned streets, 

roads and public parking lots. Street sweeping, and seasonal leaf pick-up will be 

included in this BMPs. See Figure 3 for Nassau County DPW facility locations. 

The annual Facility Inspections will include all areas of the Nassau County 

facilities that are exposed to storm water. Areas where spills and leaks have 

occurred within the past three years and areas found to be the source of storm 

water pollutants will be inspected. At a minimum the inspection will assess:

• Industrial materials, residue or trash on the ground that could contaminate 

or be washed away in storm water;

• Leaks or spills from industrial equipment, drums, barrels, tanks or similar 

containers;

• Unauthorized non-storm water discharges or allowable non-storm water 

discharges;

• Off-site tracking of industrial materials or sediment where vehicles enter or 

exit the site;

• Tracking of industrial materials outside of the area where it originates;

10.4 MEASURABLE GOAL 

This section will be evaluated by the number of BMPs that are checked annually 

and found to be in good working condition and the number of annual reports 

received.
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11. CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Certification statement requiring permit compliance when relying on third party 

contractors to perform MS4 mandated program elements:

“I certify under penalty of law that I understand and agree to comply with the 

terms and conditions of the Nassau County’s stormwater management program 

and agree to implement any corrective actions identified by the County or 

County’s Consultant. I also understand that the Nassau County must comply 

with the terms and conditions of the New York State Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (“SPDES”) general permit for stormwater discharges from 

the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (“MS4s”) and that it is unlawful 

for any person to directly or indirectly cause or contribute to a violation of water 

quality standards. Further, I understand that any non-compliance by Nassau 

County shall not diminish, eliminate, or lessen my own liability.”

Contractor Signature

County Representative Signature

Date

Date
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APPENDICES



































































Follow up Investigation (to be completed by staff)
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municipality’s drainage system, a letter approving the connection will be required.

Where site development fails to meet the County’s eight (8) inch storage 

ailure to meet the County’s requirement.

Developers are encouraged to employ new technologies as may become available to employ “Best Management    
Practices” to collect and treat storm water runoff.  The County for its part will be open to discussion regarding 
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This Certification will also have to be signed by your subcontractors.
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Nassau County Department of Public Works 
 

STORMWATER BMP – ANNUAL MAINTENANCE REPORT 
Employee Name: 
Title: 

Date of Inspection:  
 

Supervisor: 
Title: 

Department: 
 

NAME AND LOCATION OF STORMWATER BMP  

 

 

 

LAST RAINFALL EVENT (DATE AND MAGNITUDE OF EVENT) 

 

 

 

WEATHER CONDITIONS 

 

 

 

CONDITION OF BMP NOTED DURING EVALUATION 

 

 

 

NOTES / ISSUES / FOR FURTHER ACTION 

 

 

 

 

 

EMPLOYEE SIGNATURE SUPERVISOR SIGNATURE 

Name: 
 
Date: 

Name: 
 
Date: 

 





Directions: This Facility Self-Assessment Checklist Form should be used as a supplement to the most recent version of the NYSDEC 
SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from MS4s; any relevant local laws; the SWMP Plan and associated/supplemental 
documents; and State and Federal technical standards and guidance documents.   
Operations conducted at and/or from the facility should be included on this Facility Self-Assessment Checklist Form.  
Attach photographs, maps, aerial photographs, site plans, etc. to this Form.  If a section or question is not applicable, leave blank and 
skip to the next section or question. 

Date: Assessed by:

Camera ID Number: Photo Numbers: 

Facility Name: Unique Site ID: 

Facility Type: 

Facility Street Address: 

Receiving Water Body or Recharge Basin (if known): 

Facility Manager: Phone Number: 

Basic Description of Operations: 

(Skip to Section C)

Condition of paved surfaces:  Clean Stained     Debris Accumulation Cracked     Broken 

Is a regular street sweeping program conducted for municipal roads/properties?  Yes No

Are logs kept on the miles of streets and acres of parking lots swept?  Yes No

What percentage of public streets are swept at least once a month? ___________________% 

Are streets swept in the early spring to clean winter sand/sediment accumulation?  Yes No

Is there a management plan for collected sweepings?  Yes No

Is the street sweeping equipment capable of picking up a range of sediment particles?  Yes No

Is the street sweeping equipment regularly maintained?  Yes No

Are herbicides and/or pesticides applied (within the right-of-way)?  Yes No

Are fertilizers applied (within the right-of-way)?  Yes No

Are maintenance, paving and resurfacing conducted during dry weather? Yes No

Are procedures followed to protect storm drains during maintenance operations? Yes No

Are stockpiles (e.g., sand/salt) stored indoors or covered? Yes No

Are stockpiles (e.g., sand/salt) stored on paved surfaces? Yes No

Are stockpiles (e.g., sand/salt) bermed and placed away from storm drains? Yes No

Have anti-icing programs been considered?  Yes No



(Skip to Section D)

Types of Vehicles/ 
Equipment: 

Fleet Construction     Garbage     Concrete     Emergency    Sweeper 
Vactor Mower Others: _____________________________________________ 

Approximate Number of Vehicles Maintained on Site: #___________ 

Vehicle Activities: Stored Fueled     Washed Maintained     Repaired

Are vehicles/equipment maintained and/or repaired inside? Yes No

If they are maintained/repaired outside, do they have runoff diversion methods? Yes No

Is there evidence of spills/leakages from vehicles/equipment on the pavement? Yes No

Are fueling areas covered? Yes No

Are fueling areas connected to storm drains? Yes No

Are “Do Not Top Off” signs posted at the fueling area?  Yes No

Are vehicles/equipment washed indoors? Yes No

Does the wash area discharge to the storm drain? Yes No

Are detergents used to wash vehicles/equipment?  Yes No

Are all floor drains connected to the sanitary sewer? Yes No

Are dry cleaning methods used for indoor and outdoor areas? Yes No

(Skip to Section E)

Approximate Age of Building: ____________ yrs.

Condition of Surfaces:  Clean Stained     Discoloration     Dirty Damaged      

Is there evidence of maintenance discharges to the storm drains? Yes No

Are downspouts discharging to impervious surfaces or directly connected to storm drains? Yes No

Are procedures followed to protect the storm drains during maintenance operations? Yes No

Are loading/unloading operations conducted under covered and bermed? Yes No

Are materials stored indoors or under cover with secondary containment? Yes No

Are storage areas or loading/unloading operations directly connected to the storm drain? Yes No

Is there an up-to-date inventory of all stored materials? Yes No

Are storage containers missing labels or in poor condition (e.g., rusting)? Yes No

Are dry cleaning methods used for indoor and outdoor areas? Yes No

Condition of Dumpsters: Good No cover/Open lid     Damaged     Leaking     Overflowing      

Are dumpsters located near a storm drain inlet?  Yes No

Are General Permit/SWPPP procedures followed for applicable municipal construction?  Yes No



(Skip to Section F)

% of Site with: ____Impervious Surfaces     ____Trees     ____Turf     ____Plantings/Landscaping     ____Bare Soil 

Are grasses cut shorter than 4 inches in height? Yes No

Are herbicides and/or pesticides applied?  Yes No

Are fertilizers applied?  Yes No

Are there areas of compacted or bare soils? Yes No

Intensity of Turf Management: High Medium Low 

Is there evidence of non-target irrigation (runoff to impervious surfaces)? Yes No

Does runoff from the landscaped areas lead to the storm drain? Yes No

Are native plants used? Yes No

(Skip to Section G)

Complete and attach the CATCH BASIN INSPECTION FORM for two on-site or municipally-owned catch basins.

Is Catch Basin #1 in satisfactory condition?  Yes No

Is there evidence of illicit discharges in Catch Basin #1?  Yes No

Is Catch Basin #2 in satisfactory condition?  Yes No

Is there evidence of illicit discharges in Catch Basin #2?  Yes No

Is there a regular inspection and maintenance program for catch basins? Yes No

Are catch basins cleaned out when they are 1/3 or more filled with sediment/debris? Yes No

Is there a management plan for materials and wastewater collected from catch basins? Yes No

Are the catch basin cleaning trucks regularly maintained?  Yes No

Have all outfalls been inspected during dry weather in the last five years? Yes No

Is there an inspection and maintenance program for other engineered storm water structures? Yes No

Not a Source     Potential Source of Pollutants     Confirmed Source of Pollutants     Severe Source of Pollutants 

Recommended Follow-up Actions: 
Immediate remediation action required 
Review pollution prevention/good housekeeping procedures 
Revise pollution prevention/good housekeeping procedures 
Include in pollution prevention/good housekeeping program 

Track down answers to unknown questions 
Include in future employee education efforts  
Search for illicit discharges 
Schedule an in-depth/comprehensive inspection 
Other:____________________________________________ 



Inspected By: Date: Time:

Structure ID: 

Address: 

Nearest Intersection: 

Location:  Roadway   Curb   Private Property 

 Easement  Gutter  Other: 

Material:  Brick   Concrete 

Location Sketch (Indicate address, streets, intersections, etc.)

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Not
Applicable 

Not
Visible If Unsatisfactory or Not Visible, Describe: 

Cover 

Ring/Frame

Rungs

Walls

Bottom

Condition
 Clean/Dry   Standing Water  Flowing Water  Sediment 

 Organic Matter  Trash/Debris   Not Visible   Other:

Flow  Trickle    Moderate   Substantial   None-Standing Water   None-Dry 

Rate  Steady    Intermittent   Not Applicable 

Illicit Discharge Indications Present? 
 (dry weather flow, odor, color, floatables, turbidity, viscosity)  Yes*   No   

Comments/Notes:

* If an Illicit Discharge is suspected, refer to the Written Procedures for Minimum Control Measure 3: Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination Document for confirmation, elimination and enforcement procedures.  

Name (print): Date: 
Signature: 



88 Froehlich Farm Blvd, Suite 450

Woodbury, NY 11797

Phone: 516.364.4140 • Fax: 516.921.1565


