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TRAIL ALTERNATIVES ‐ EVALUATION CRITERIA

Criteria for Evaluation of Alternative Trail Alignments
Criteria for Evaluation of Alternative 
Trail Alignments

Weighted 
Importance 3 2 1

A Follows Original LIMP Alignment 3 Close distance/same  Far distance/same  Different alignment/direction
B Aesthetics/Experience 1 Vegetated and quiet vegetated/views but noisy No vegetation and noisy
C ROW Actions Required 2 Temporary easement required Permanent easement required Acquisition required
D Connectivity/Community Linkages 1 Medium community linkages Minor community linkages No community linkages
E Construction Cost (on and off road) 2 MEDIUM i.e. off‐road: reconstruct 

exist. pave., some new work; on‐road: 
construct within ex. curbs with re‐

striping

HIGHER i.e. off‐road: All new trail with 
typical construction; on‐road: need to 

expand road cross‐section

HIGHEST i.e. off‐road: All new trail 
with new bridge/underpass; on‐road: 

expand cross‐section with major 
structural changes to existing 

bridge/underpass

F
At Grade Crossing Road Conditions 2 Minimal i.e. crossing that needs only 

signs / striping/clearing
Significant i.e. needs grading/road 
alignment changes or new signal

Major i.e. need new signal and/or 
separated crossing

G Educational/Interpretive opportunity 1
Historic remnants/ not 

environmentally unique
No historic remnants, but 
environmentally unique

No historic remnants/ not 
environmentally unique

H
Environmental Impacts Requiring 
Permitting Effort 1 Triggers Temporary Permits Triggers Permits, achievable Triggers Permits, difficult to achieve

I On Road/Off Road 1 Mostly off road Mostly on road All on road
J Operating and Maintenance Costs 1 MEDIUM: i.e. expands roadway and 

relative maintenance
HIGHER: i.e. mix of new maintenance 

efforts

with all new maintenance 
requirements

LOWEST i.e. off‐road: utilize existing 
pavement with minimal repairs; on‐

road: construct within ex. curbs

None

Historic remnants & environmentally 
unique

None
All off road

LOWEST: i.e. utilizes roadway already 
maintained

4
Follows exactly

Views, quiet, and vegetated
No ROW actions required
Major community linkages

appendix B
Alternative Evaluation
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LONG ISLAND MOTOR PARKWAY TRAIL 
DESIGN CRITERIA 

DECEMBER 2009 
 
This following criteria has been developed based on standard engineering practice and the successful application of 
regulatory standards and guidelines included in the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) 
Highway Design Manual Chapter 17 Bicycle Facility Design, FHWA Manual Selecting Roadway Design 
Treatments to Accommodate Bicycles, American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Design Guidelines, the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Guide for the Development of Bicycle 
Facilities, 1999 edition, (1999 AASHTO Bicycle Guidelines), 2004 American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets (The AASHTO Green 
Book), and the 2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) were the primary references for the 
following design criteria. 

OFF-ROAD SHARED-USE TRAIL 
 

DESIGN ELEMENT CRITERIA REFERENCE 
Design Speed  (paved) 20mph AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
 (unpaved) 15 mph AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
   
Typical Section   
 Pavement width 10 – 12 ft NYSDOT Manual 
 Shoulder width 2 ft AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
 Clear Zone 3 ft AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 

Also see AASHTO Table 4 
 5 ft (side slope ≥ 3:1) See Exhibit 17-7 NYSDOT Manual 
   
Separation from Parallel Road 5 ft AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
   
Radius Horizontal Curve 100 ft with e=2%, 20 mph paved 

56 ft for 15 mph unpaved 
AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
Table 1 

   
Superelevation 2% maximum AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
   
Stopping Sight Distance (SSD)  
For Bicycles 

140 ft (grade=5%) 
130 ft (grade=2%) 

AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 

   
Stopping Sight Distance (SSD)  
for motor vehicles 

various by speed and profile grade NYSDOT Manual Exhibits 2-4, 2-6 or 
2-8 

   
Intersection Sight Distance (ISD)  
for bicyclists and peds crossing 
roadways 

various FDOT Trail Intersection Handbook 
Tables 8 & 9 

   
Intersection Sight Distance for 
motorists approaching trail 
crossings 

Various AASHTO Green Book Exhibit 3-3 

   
Profile Grade 0.5% minimum AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
 (paved) 5% maximum (ADA compliant)  
 (unpaved) 3% maximum  
   



 2 of 2 

DESIGN ELEMENT CRITERIA REFERENCE 
Length Vertical Curve Based on SSD AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 

Table 3 
   
Vertical grades 5% max. ADA 
   
Vertical clearance 8 ft minimum AASHTO 1999 Bicycle Guidelines 
   
Railing Min. 4.5 ft. height  

Required for side slopes ≥ 3:1 
within 5 ft of path on a fill slope  
> 6 ft high 
 

NYSDOT Manual 
Fig. 17-7 

   
Bridge Railing Min. 4.5 ft. height NYSDOT Manual 
   
Bridge Design Load H-15 truck plus live load  

 
ON-ROAD BIKE ROUTE 
URBAN LOCAL ROAD 

 
DESIGN ELEMENT CRITERIA REFERENCE 
Design Speed Curb Lane Width Varies NYSDOT Manual, see Exhibit 2-8 
Parking   
Shoulder   

 
URBAN COLLECTOR ROAD 

 
DESIGN ELEMENT CRITERIA REFERENCE 
Design Speed Curb Lane Width  Varies NYSDOT Manual, see Exhibit 2-6 
Parking   
Shoulder   

 
URBAN ARTERIAL 

 
DESIGN ELEMENT CRITERIA REFERENCE 
Design Speed Curb Lane Width Varies NYSDOT Manual, see Exhibit 2-4 
Parking   
Shoulder   

 
 

BIKELANE 
 

DESIGN ELEMENT CRITERIA REFERENCE 
Bike Lane No Curb or No Parking 4 ft minimum NYSDOT Manual 
Bike Lane Curb or On-Street Parking 5 ft. minimum NYSDOT Manual 
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appendix E 
Meeting Notes



Initial Meeting regarding the Long Island Motor Parkway Hiking and Bike Path 
10/25/07

 Introduction of Participants:
 Linda Bainculli  Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) 

Helen Duffy  Keyspan for LIPA Real Estate 
Michael Vitti   Concerned Long Island Mountain Bikers (CLIMB) 
Daniel Neuburger Pedal Pushers Online 
Fran Gotcsik  Parks and Trails New York 
Todd Seidel   Nassau County Planning Department 
Dominic Jacangelo New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic  

    Preservation 
Michelle Somma New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation  
Richard Schary Long Island Greenbelt Trail Conference 
Lisa Schary  Long Island Greenbelt Trail Conference 
Patti Bourne  Nassau County Planning Commission 
Sam Berliner, III Motor Parkway Panel 
Denis Byrne   Motor Parkway Panel 
Donald Hohn   Nassau County Planning Commission 

 Sarah Meyland Nassau CountyPlanning Federation 
 Carol Kehoe  Nassau County Planning Federation 

 Long Island Motor Parkway Historical Facts 
 The Long Island Motor Parkway (Parkway) was opened in 1906 and operated 

until 1938 
 46 miles from Horace Harding Boulevard to Lake Ronkonkoma 
 Originally a toll road and was put out of business by the opening of the 

Northern State Parkway which was free to travel on. 
 Upon closing the property that the Motor Parkway was built on was given to 

Queens, Nassau and Suffolk Counties in lieu of back taxes. 
 Where the Parkway ran through Queens County, the parkway corridor 

(corridor) was converted for use as a bike path.
 The portion of the Parkway in Suffolk County that runs from Half Hollow 

Road to Lake Ronkonkoma is currently used as a public roadway.

 Discussion of the current condition of the corridor where it runs through Nassau 
County. Aside from being overgrown and in rough shape, the corridor is mostly 
contiguous as it runs across the county from the Queens boarder to the Suffolk 
boarder. Some locations will require careful re-routing to avoid such things as Rail 
Road tracks, Golf courses, and busy intersections. Any such re-routs are likely to only 
be a short distance.

 Discussion of current efforts to establish a trail along the corridor including 
discussion of efforts to develop other trail networks throughout Nassau County. 



 The Vanderbilt Motor Parkway received a grant from Parks and Trails New 
York (PTNY) under their Healthy Trails, Healthy People program. Under this 
grant the staff at PTNY will provide technical assistance and support in 
developing a trail along the corridor.

 The Nassau County Planning Federation also received a grant under the 
Healthy Trail Healthy People program for a “Grand Loop” trail network that 
will connect different trails through out the county via a loop that will run 
down the Meadow Brook Parkway to Jones Beach, across Jones Beach to the 
Wantagh Parkway, up the Wantagh parkway roughly to east Meadow and then 
connect with the beginning of the loop using a route through Eisenhower 
Park, perhaps using the Motor Parkway corridor.  

 Dominic JacAngelo, New York State Parks, indicates that the New York State 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Commissioner Carol Ash is 
supportive of projects that will foster connectivity (Connectivity to other 
trails, Connectivity to commercial downtowns and Connectivity to mass 
transit) 

 Nassau County Bond Act Funding, $450,000 available (Nassau County Department 
of Public Works  will contribute $5,000 in matching funds) for the preparation of a 
Master Plan, installation of historic signs and construction of initial phase of the 
Master Plan. Nassau County Department of Public Works has contracted H2M 
Associates, Inc. to assist in completing projects nominated under the Bond Act 

 Components of an RFP for Motor Parkway Master Plan.  
 Ownership of the Right-of-Way 
 Provide information of corridor width 
 Analysis of feasibility including discussion of trail continuity, roadway and 

railroad intersections and potential needs for rerouting 
 Trail design including such things as trail surface, signs, intersections, trail 

width and fencing/barriers 
 “If you pave a trail, ATV’ers won’t use it; if it is not paved, then ATV’ers 

will.”
 Maps of existing corridor and proposed trail and any potential reroutes 
 Identify additional funding sources 

 Transportation Alternative Enhancement Money (TIP) 
 Non-attainment air grants 
 Parks grants 
 Recreation trail grants 

 Identify user groups and projected user volume 
 Identify locations for “trailheads” 

 Identify Economic impacts for both commercial and residential properties 
 Resale value 

 Identify liability issues and solutions 
 Timeline for implementation broken into phases based on feasibility and 

funding.



 Goals for the next meeting 
 Complete Draft RFP 
 Identify rules for Bond Act spending 
 Identify timeline for Bond Act spending 

 Next meeting to be announced for early January 2008 
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2150 Joshua’s Path - Suite 300 
Hauppauge, New York 11788 

631.234.3444 
Fax 631.234.3477 

www.vhb.com 

 

Attendees: Brian Schneider/NCDPW 
Howard Kroplick/LIMPPS 
Michael Martino/NCDPW 
William 
Mausling/NYSOPRHP 
Robert A. Miller/LIMPPS 
Denis Byrne/LIMPPS & 
LIGHT 
Richard Schary/LIGTC 
Lisa Schary/LIGTC 
Ryan Winter/VHB 
Harold Lutz/VHB 
Michael Vitti/CLIMB 

Date/Time: Monday, February 28, 2011, 1 PM 

Project No.: 28100 

Place: Cedar Creek Bldg. R, 
Wantagh 

Re: Working Group Meeting #7 

  Notes taken by: Ryan M. Winter 

The attendees gathered for a Seventh Working Group Meeting for the Motor Parkway Trail project.  
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss any major comments or concerns regarding the draft 
Master Plan which had been previously distributed to the group as well as discuss the status of the 
website, the Phase I location, and the upcoming public meeting. The following is a summary of the 
items discussed. 
 
Draft Master Plan Comments (Harold) 

 Robert stated that overall quality of the draft was very good and that he had a few minor 
comments. He is happy with the progress being made in the project and has been working to 
bring attention to the Motor Parkway since 1968. 

 Harold states that the plan has been drawing attention lately but there is still a long way to go 
and that the group should not get discouraged if the process takes longer than they expected. 

 M. Vitti & Lisa suggest a press release to draw more attention to the project 
 Brian introduces M. Martino who will be working to publicize the project and continue the 

momentum of the project to the County legislators.  
 Brian also stated that he liked the document and stressed that the website needs to be up and 

running soon to continue to get the word out. He will be discussing the website with Don 
Hohn/NC Planning to see how exactly it will be maintained and run. 

 M. Martino envisions press conference with County Executive and eyes a spring time press 
release. 

 Brian mentions that Cablevision had recently aired a program, available on line, describing 
the history of the Long Island Motor Parkway. 

Meeting
Notes 
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 Harold asks the group to send in their final comments on the master plan in the next week to 
week and a half so the draft can be revised as necessary. 

 Rich mentions that Ring Road parcels near Roosevelt Field Mall which are part of proposed 
Motor Parkway Trail have been sold to private owner. Brian assures group that according to 
Nassau County Real Estate group, the sale included a covenant that will permit the trail to go 
through that parcel. 

 
Phase I Location Discussion (Harold) 
 

 Rich mentions the Emerald Ribbon Trail and how it could fit in to the Motor Parkway. 
 Brian states that there will be a coordination meeting between DOT, DPW, & VHB regarding 

the proposed section along Old Country Road and Salisbury Park Drive in the vicinity of 
Eisenhower Park to help determine the Motor Parkway Trail Phase I location. (DPW is 
currently in design for the Emerald Ribbon Trail along Merrick Avenue at Eisenhower Park 
and DOT is currently in preliminary stages of design for Wantagh Trail which will connect 
Emerald Ribbon with Wantagh Parkway via Salisbury Park Drive.) 

 Rich mentions that the Emerald Ribbon Trail goes to but does not connect into Eisenhower 
Park and that should be addressed by Motor Parkway Trail going forward. He also states that 
the Hub Bikeway constructed along Hempstead Turnpike has very little publicity. 

 Brian reminds the group that 2004 Environmental Bond Act for $450,000 was obtained for the 
Motor Parkway Master Plan and Phase I section. 

 Complete Streets resolutions are gaining momentum and will make on-road bike lanes more 
easily obtainable. (M. Vitti) 

 Group reviews potential Phase I locations other than Eisenhower Park vicinity: 
o Bethpage extension is to be constructed this year however this has been stated in the 

past and no action has been taken yet. Area is not as visible as Eisenhower Park and 
may become associated with Bethpage Park and not Motor Parkway. 

o Connection with Emerald Ribbon Trail would allow for those existing trails to be 
incorporated into Motor Parkway Trail. 

o Levittown site is realistically out as Phase I option because there are too many 
unanswered questions and hurdles regarding the site. The school owns the original 
Phase I site and does not have an interest in a multi-use path on their property. The 
adjacent Josado property owner has no interest in selling to the County at this time. 

o Dead Man’s Curve is nice site but is “landlocked” by privately owned parcels (King 
Kullen and MTA) which will likely slow progress. 

o Howard mentions the Stewart Avenue at LIPA easement section as a Phase I since 
that was Phase I of the actual roadway. However, the location is isolated from other 
trails. 

 Harold and Brian state that NCDPW is planning to restripe Salisbury Park Drive from 
Carmen Avenue to Old Westbury Road and incorporate bike lanes into that segment under a 
separate contract. This area was one of the segments under consideration for Phase I. 

 Harold supports a connection to Emerald Ribbon Trail utilizing Eisenhower Park property 
(County property). Brian agrees with that idea. 

 Lisa suggests that the Phase I should be as contiguous as possible. 
 Robert suggests that the safety angle be stressed to create public acceptance of the project. 
 Rich likes the idea of using the underutilized Special Activities Center Building in 

Eisenhower Park as a place to showcase the Motor Parkway with displays and brochures. 
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 National Trails Week is the first week in June and would be a good time to announce the 
plans for the Motor Parkway. M. Martino tentatively set Friday, June 3, 2011at 11:30 AM in 
Eisenhower Park as time for press release. (National Trails Day is Saturday, June 4) 

 M. Martino asks that for press event to make sure that all parties are included and Brian 
states that the press coverage should be at the Stewart Avenue entrance to Eisenhower Park.  

 Lisa suggests a brochure advertising the project. 
 Brian states that he’d like to meet with DPW and DOT before continuing too far with the 

Salisbury Park Drive option to coordinate.  
 Brian stated that he would like to develop sign samples soon to have for the website opening. 
 The trail sign design should be coordinated with DOT to ensure consistency along the trail. 
 Robert says he has some experience with signage from Cunningham Park in Queens and they 

included a brief history of the trail along with some details of the trail. 
 Brian asks that Howard and Robert work to develop a sign template. 

 
Website Review (Harold) 
 

 Harold reviews the website with the group and asks for any comments on the website to be 
submitted in the next week or week and a half. 

 Contact person for the project is currently shown as Brian and for now will stay that way. 
 Acknowledgements should include a list of related internet sites. 
 Group suggests adding a tab to describe “Benefits” to community, including quality of life 

and property value increases 
 A suggestion is made that we should somehow allow for comments through the website. 

Early feedback from County legislators should be encouraged. 
 The press release should be an education to the public on the history of the project and the 

road. 
 Denis agrees that we should reach out to civic leaders early on to garner their support for the 

project. 
 Brian states that Harold should communicate with Don Hohn/NC Planning to determine the 

next steps to get the website formally up and running for the public. 
 Howard will provide old photos for Phase I section. 
 M. Vitti will compile a list of benefits for trails to be included on the website. 
 

Public Meeting & Comment Phase (Harold) 
 

 Harold reviews requirement for public meeting regarding Master Plan. 
 VHB will be coordinating with Don Hohn/NC Planning to inform the public of the project. 

The local Towns and Villages need to be informed and coordinated with to receive and 
incorporate any comments they may have. 

 Harold envisions the public meeting as a brief demonstration and then a break up into 
groups with display boards. Harold asks that the working group participate in the meeting 
and perhaps take a board to help answer questions from the public.  

 Harold states that the public meeting should take place after the press release. 
 Robert mentions that a memorandum of understanding between the affected municipalities 

should be completed before the June press release and public meeting. Bill will send a sample 
draft MOU to Brian for use as a template. 

 Brian states that the local legislator(s) shall host the informational meeting about the project 
after the press release. 
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Next Steps (Harold) 
 

 Next steps include 
o Meeting with DOT and DPW to coordinate Phase I location and responsibilities by 

mid-March 
o VHB shall receive all comments by March 9 and shall respond to comments and have 

a final draft version of Master Plan ready by April 1. 
o A letter to local municipalities and reach out to the local legislators about the project. 
o Press conference shall be on June 3 to publicize the project with public information 

meeting in mid-June. 
o VHB needs to develop a draft Technical Design Report for the Phase I section after 

the coordination meeting with DOT. 
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