
Libraries that are operated by a local government or political subdivision are allowed to 
operate, as business restrictions do not apply to government agencies or entities. As a 
unit of local government, they are, however, subject to the 50% reduction in non-essential 
workforce that remains in effect and may consider alternate modes of operation (e.g. curbside 
or “in store” pickup) as they so determine. Libraries that are operated by a not-for-profit 
or other non-governmental organization may perform curbside or “in-store” pickup once 
the region in which they are located reaches Phase 1 and may perform other “in-store” 
operations once the region in which they are located reaches Phase 2.

In order to operate, you must comply with all safety guidelines for your industry,  
as well as any additional health and safety guidance issued by the state.  
Please click here to read applicable guidelines.
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REOPENING GUIDELINES FOR LIBRARIES

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/offices-interim-guidance.pdf

