


Calculation Example: If the living area is 
1000 square feet, after improvements 
are made, the square footage cannot 
exceed 1999 square feet.

Under the statute, the improvement 
must have an equalized Market Value 
of between $3,000 and $80,000. 
Anything more than $80,000 is not 
eligible for the exemption. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Only improvements to one and two-
family houses are eligible. Eligible 
properties do not have to be owner-
occupied.  

The exemption applies only to the 
house; not to structures like sheds or 
accessory improvements such as 
swimming pools.

The home improvement must be 

inspected and fully assessed by the 

Department of Assessment to be 

eligible for the exemption. 

The law allows for an eight-year 
decreasing property tax exemption 
reduction for    permitted alterations, 
reconstructions or improvements that 
increase the assessed value of a one 
or two-family home.  The exemption 
in the first year will be based on 100 
percent of the assessed value of the 
improvement and be reduced on a 
sliding scale thereafter. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

To be eligible, the greater portion of the 
original structure after reconstruction 
must be at least five-years-old.
  
The square footage will be calculated 
based on inventory listed on the 
current property record card and will 
not consider basement areas below 
grade.  

Exemption Applications for the 2027-28 Property Tax Year must be received by JANUARY 4, 2027

This Chart does not represent a complete list 

and is FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. 

Not all taxable improvements qualify for the  

Home Improvement Exemption. 

QUALIFYING
IMPROVEMENTS

N0N-QUALIFYING
IMPROVEMENTS

ADDITIONS:
New Rooms, Porches, 

Fin-ished Attics, 
Dormers, & Finished 

Basements

Paneling or Wallpaper 
as Replacement or 
Other Wall Finishes

CONVERSIONS:
Garage or Screened 
Porch to a Finished 

Room

Replacement of 
Bathroom or Kitchen 

Fixtures

Central Air Conditioning Window & Through-the-
Wall Air Conditioners

Fireplaces Outdoor Brick or 
Stone Barbecues

BATHROOM FIXTURES: 
Sinks, Tubs, Showers or 

a New Bathroom

Small Portable
Above-Ground Pools

(BASED ON INSPECTION)

Cement & Slate Patios, 
Brick or Blocks set in 

Cement or Sand, Porch 
Roofs, & Patio Decks 

attached to the House

Patios made of Loose 
Slate, Crushed Stone, 

Brick or Slate

All Wood Decks 
attached to the House

Aluminum/Vinyl 
Siding as 

Replacement

Attached Garages New Roof Shingles
as Replacement

Addition of Masonry & 
Brick Exterior Walls

Replacement of Oil 
or Gas Burners

Complete Renovation & 
Restoration of a Home

Residential Sidewalks, 
Driveways, Fences, or 
Landscaping

Elevators Storm Windows & Skylights

Change in Electrical Service

HOME IMPROVEMENT          
EXEMPTION 




