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Meadowbrook State Parkway Historic
Registration Form



NPS Form 10-800 OME No, 1024.0018
(Oct. 1550)

United States Department of the Interior !
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in pominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or distrlcts. See instructions in How to Cornpleta the National Register of
Historic Places Registratlon Form (National Reglster Bulletin 16A). Complete each itermn by marking "x* in ihe appropriate box or by entering the information requested. 1f
an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materiats and areas of significance,
enter only categories and subcategories listed in 1he instructions. Place additional entries and nasrative items on continuation sheels {NPS Form 10-2800a). Usea
typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. :

1. Name of Property

historic name _ Jones Beach State Park, Causeway, and Parkway System |

other names/site number “

2. Location ;

street & number _Ocean , Wantagh, Meadowbrook and Loop State Parkways [ not for publication
city ortown  Wantagh D vicinity

state New York ‘5 code NY county Nassau - code 059  zipcode _see. cont.

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | certify that this [Zl nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standsirds for registering properties in the National Aegister
of Historic Places and mests the procedural and professional requirements get forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
megts D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

idﬁlocally. %/S/?a continuation sheet for e?&ition | commenys.
e

) 2/2/0 8

ing official/Tite f Dgte /

1
1

State or Federal agency and bursau

In my opinion, the property [ | meets [_| does not meet the National Ragister criteria. [_] see continuation sheet for
additional comments,

Signature of cerifying official/Title Date,

State or Federal agency and bureau n

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certity that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
D entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet,

|:| detormined eligible for the
Nationa! Hegister,
See continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
Natioral Register.

D removed from the National
Register. "
I:l other, {(explain:) .




NPS Form 10-200-a
{a-85)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Section number 2

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Jones Beach State Park, Causeway, and
Parkway System, Towns of Hempstead and
Oyster Bay, Nassau County, New York

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Zip Codes
11793;,11520;, 11566
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[] See continuation sheet



Jones Beach State Park
Name of Property

Nassau County, New York

5. Classification

:[ County and State
t

Ownership of Property
(Check as-many boxes as apply)

D private

[] public-local
public-State

[] public-Federal

district
[ site

[ ] object

Name of related multiple property listing

ait (Enter "NJA®if property is not part of a multipie property listing.)

i ree INIA SENYY

LI

Category of Property
(Check only one box}

[ ] building(s}

[ ] structure

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
22 8 buildings
6 0 sites
33 3 structures
:I 0 0 objects
Ii 61 - 11 Total

H -
Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

0

|
%
tern B, FUnction or Use

ia

. Historic Functions
.~ 2 {Enter.categories from instructions)

~ +=_RECREATION AND CULTURE/outdoor recreation

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) " -

RECREATION AND CULTURE/outdoor recieation

‘ TRANSPORTATION/road related, pedestrian related
LANDSCAPE/park

TRANSPORTATION/vehicle related, pedestrian related
4
LANDSCAPE/park

7. Description

Architecturat Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

no style

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter calegories from instructions)

J
foundation concrete

walls brick, concrete

roof _asbestos

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets,)




NP5 Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
{8-86}

United States Department of the Interior  Jones Beach State Park, Causeway & Parkway
National Park Service System, Towns of Hempstead and
Oyster Bay, Nassau County, New York

| National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet |

i Section number 7 Page 1

The Jones Beach State Park, Causeway, and Parkway System is located in the southern half of Nassau County,
just west of the Suffolk County border. Jones Beach State Park (JBSP) occubies the westem third of a sixteen-
1 . mile long coastal barrier island approximately five miles off theusouth shore of Long Island. The narrow 1sland
swin. Straddles, the Nassau-Suffolk County line and lies between the ﬁ:'tlantic Qcean, to the south, and Great South
| Bay, to the north. The park, which is all within Nassau County, includes 2,413 acres. Because Jones Beach was
| virtually inaccessible prior to the development of the park in the 1920s, causeways to provide automobile access
|~ == to the island were essential components of the park’s design. Two north-south causeways (Wantagh, originally
I Jones Beach Causeway, and Meadowbrook), built between 1929 and 1934, span the five-mile bay and link
| JBSP to the mainland and to parkways (Wantagh and Meadowbrook) that continue north and intersect with
| Merrick Road, the Sunrise Highway and the Southern State Parkt;way, the three main east-west routes across
| southern Long Island. I_:.atcr extensions took the Wantagh and Meadowbrook Parkways to the principal east-
- -west-routes-in the northern half of the-island.- A third causeway, Loop Parkway; constructed 1934, connects
L;F;JBSR—IO Long:Beach, the next island to the west.- Two ea;st'-westsparkways,(Bay,'and-Ocean)-,- constructed - - -
between 1928 and 1934; are the major components of the circulation system within the park, providing access to
the causeways, linking buildings and parking lots, and connecting JBSP with other state parks and causeways at
the east end of the island. The nomination includes approximately 10,000 acres, encompassing the park,

causeways and parkways,

The nomination boundaries were chosen to encompass Jones Beach State Park and the earliest and most
essential components of the transportation system constructed to provide access to the park and circulation
within it. These arc defined as Wantagh and Meadowbrook State Parkways (including the causeways) between
JBSP and the Southern State Parkway, all of Loop and Bay State Parkways, and Ocean State Parkway within the
boundary of JBSP. All of the nomination components are part of the Long Island State Park and Parkway

[
System, developed by New York State between the mid-1920s and the mid-1960s as part of its comprehensive

[ ] See continuation sheet




NPS Form 10-900-p OMB Approval Mo, 1024-00158
{8-BB)

United States Department of the Interior  Jones Beach State Park, Causeway & Parkway
National Park Service System, Towns of Hempstead and
Oyster Bay, Nassau County, New York

National Register of Historic Placesi
Continuation Sheet

Section number 7 Page

statewide park plan. As such, three of the five nominated roads (Wantagh, Meadowbrook and Ocean) extend
outside the boundaries of the nomination and connect with other regional parks and parkways. Although the
. ,,,.n:o,milqation could be expaﬁded to include other parts of the Longu; Island park system at a later date, JBSP is the
.., most important state park on Long island, and the sections of roads included in this submission are those that

have the most essential connection to its history and function.

P " S -
e L LR R R R R P R 1T

- JBSPis an immense public recreational facility designed to accommodate large crowds of bathers on miles of
sandy ocean beaches. The island on which it is sited is composed of glacial drift pushed continually westward
from Montauk Point, the eastern tip of Long Island. Prior to construction of the state park, the island was a self-
sustaining barrier beach of shifting land and water forms and di\:bided by channels. Its character was defined by

_ocean beaches, primary and secondary dunes, intervening lowlarilds, and marshes and flats. In order to stabilize
. .the island, construct roads;and causeways from the mainland, and create a building site that would be safe from
. ».-flooding, a substantial engineering project was undertaken prior-to construction:- Fill was dredged from the bay-
and redistributed to create !a high ridge along the center of the island and bases to carry the causeways across the
bay; artificial dunes were sculpted (and later planted with beach grasses) on the ocean side: and channeling was
undertaken in the bay. Once the island had been raised approxinllately fourteen feet above the high water mark,
a linear system of roads, paths and buildings was constructed along the center ridge of the island and causeways

were constructed across the bays.

The park was laid out with a formal Beaux-Arts plan that incorporates the ocean and bay fronts, formally
landscaped roads and scenic drives, pedestrian paths and a boardwalk, an expansive building compiex, and
service and recreational features, including a water and sanitary system, parking lots, beaches, athletic fields,
golf courses, etc. The organization of the park is defined by its tvivo principal roadways, Wantagh State Parkway

(the main approach from the mainland) and Ocean State Parkway (the major cross axial road across the island).

[[] See continuation sheat
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