




https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/1620/Emergency-Management

Power and Communication Considerations

Long outages are common after hurricanes. Encourage neighbors to:
o Store extra fuel safely if using a generator
o Never run generators indoors or in garages—CO poisoning is deadly
o Have backup batteries or crank-powered chargers
o Sign up for Emergency Alerts (https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/2920/Emergency-Notification-Sign-
Up) to receive official emergency notifications
o Keep a printed list of emergency numbers
CERT-Specific Preparation Tips
As a CERT volunteer:
e Maintain a CERT Go-Bag with personal protective equipment, ID, vest, radio, and reference materials
¢ Coordinate with your team leader for deployment updates
o Stay informed with NOAA alerts, OEM communications, and the CERT call-down system
o Know how to access local shelters, staging areas, and supply distribution points
In major events, CERT teams may assist in:
¢ Neighborhood damage assessments
o Staffing shelters or warming/cooling centers
¢ Door-to-door wellness checks
¢ Volunteer coordination
¢ Debris clearance (non-structural)
¢ Public information support
After the Storm
Once the storm passes, the danger isn't over.
Common hazards include:
e Downed power lines
Gas leaks
Contaminated floodwater
Structural instability
Hidden debris under murky water
Recovery Steps:
e Check on neighbors, especially seniors and those with limited mobility

¢ Photograph property damage for insurance
¢ Only return home when officials say it is safe
e Use caution when entering damaged buildings
CERT teams may be tasked with:
Initial damage assessment surveys

Staffing disaster recovery centers

Language support for non-English speakers

Distributing recovery information
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Community Preparedness Is Everyone’s Responsibility
As a CERT member, you’re not only protecting yourself and your household—you’re a multiplier. You’re

setting the tone for your street, your neighborhood, and your community. Hosting hurricane preparedness
outreach events, sharing flyers, giving social media tips, and being visible in times of uncertainty make a
big impact.

Every household better prepared is one less household in need during an emergency.
Hurricanes are not just coastal problems—they affect entire communities across Nassau County. With

strong planning, the right equipment, and a coordinated community response, we can reduce risk, save
lives, and recover faster.

Let’s continue to train, prepare, and support one another—before the next storm strikes.
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